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above: The Old King’s Team in
the race held on September
18th, 2005, taken from the
launch, following the rowers
(see article inside this
Newsletter). Inset shows Sir
Robert Andrew presenting the
Reed-Boswell Cup to the
Captain of the School Team.

above: CCF Inspection: arrival of the Inspecting Officer.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
OLD KING’S CLUB
18th November 2005

OKC Annual Dinner at the School - see below

28th January 2006

OKC Annual General Meeting - see Agenda on page 3

THE FRIENDS (see page 13)
5th November 2005
26th November 2005
10th & 11th December 2005

Friends Firework Display, from 6.00 pm
Friends Christmas Fair, 12.00 - 4.00 pm
Friends Christmas Tree Sale, from 10.00 am

SCHOOL
Autumn term 2005 ends on Friday 16th December. Half term is Monday 17th to Friday 28th October 2005 (two
weeks)
Spring term 2006 begins on Monday 9th January and ends on Friday 7th April. Half term is Monday 20th to
Friday 24th February 2006

www.kcs.org.uk
Visit the new, improved KCS web site for all the latest information about activities in the School, news of the
School and its Old Boys, and many photographs of School scenes . The Old King’s Club pages contain information
about Club activities, and KCSonline will bring you in contact with many other Club members.

OKC ANNUAL DINNER
This year our Annual Dinner will once again be held in the
School Dining Hall
The date is

Friday 18th November 2005
Cash bar from 7.00 pm Dinner 7.30 pm
Tickets: £32.50 including wine
Dress: Dinner jacket or dark suit

An application form, with full booking details, is included in a
centre-page pullout in this Newsletter.

OLD KING’S CLUB: OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: Sir Robert Andrew KCB
PAST PRESIDENT: R M Reeve
VICE PRESIDENTS:
R B Armitage (1991), L R Barkey (1985), M Barron (1996), D D C Belchamber (1986),
R E Dawson (1979), R F Diacon (1983), P K Gerhold (1984), J D E Hamilton (1983),
A D Hein (1986), J Keeling (1987), R G Mathews (1995), E A Stokes (1996), C Taylor (1973).
Year of election shown in brackets
CHAIRMAN: H M G King
HON SECRETARY: B J Stokes
HON TREASURER: P J Grant FCA
Elected members of committee: C L Day, R J Hudson, H M G King,
G C McGinn, D W Parry, S K Tester
Representatives of Accredited Activities:
Cricket: D A P Bowen
Cross Country: J P H Smith
Fencing: D G Tilles
Golf: G C Cox
Hockey: R T H Carter
Rifle Club: R J Hudson
Rugby Club: P A Calaminus
Soccer: J Parrish
Squash:
Swimming: P J de C Newman
Tennis: C G Diacon
KCS Lodge: H M G King
Social Sub-Committee: R B Armitage, C L Day, H M G King
Trustees of the Old King’s Club: R B Armitage, A D Hein, S K Tester
Trustees of the Invested Funds: D W Parry, M A Smith, H F Woolhouse
Hon Auditors: J H Hole, G P N Phillips ACA
Benevolent Fund:
Management Board: L R Barkey (Chairman and Trustee), A C V Evans (Head Master, KCS),
J D E Hamilton (Trustee), A D Hein (co-opted), R Lowndes,
R J Morris (Treasurer and Trustee), L D Peters, D V Smedley, C Taylor (Trustee)
Careers for School Leavers:
Old King’s Club Adviser: J G Robson, 27 Westminster Gardens, Marsham Street, Westminster, London SW1P
4JD (020 7828 9576)
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SECRETARY’S NOTES
CLUB OFFICE
The Old King’s Club office is in the Lodge (next to the
Sports Hall) and is open on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm; callers are
welcome. Our telephone number is 020 8255 5390. In
addition, messages can be left during School hours on
any day with the School switchboard operator on 020
8255 5300; you can fax us at any time on 020 8255
5439, or send an e-mail to okc@kcs.org.uk.

SCHOOL SHOP
A wide range of OKC items, as well as leisureware, is
available from the School Shop in the Lodge. A list of
the OKC items and an order form, together with the
opening hours and other information, is given in the
centre pull-out section of this Newsletter.

THE NEWSLETTER
This issue of the Old King’s Club Newsletter was edited
by B J Stokes. Contributions for future issues are always
welcome, and should be sent to The Editor, Old King’s
Club, King’s College School, Wimbledon, London SW19
4TT; or they may be faxed to 020 8255 5439 or sent by
e-mail to okc@kcs.org.uk. Material for inclusion in the
next issue, to be published in April 2006, must reach
the Editor by 1st March 2006.
The Old King’s Club is not responsible for individual
opinions expressed in the OKC Newsletter. Editorials
and other contributions do not necessarily represent the
views or policies of the Club, the Club Committee, or
the Editor, except where explicitly identified as such.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
28th January, 2006
All members are invited to the Annual General Meeting
of the Old King’s Club, to be held in Collyer Hall on
Saturday, 28th January 2006 at 11.30 am.

AGENDA
1. Minutes of the AGM held on 8th January 2005
(circulated, see Newsletter No. 106, April 2005,
pages 3 - 7) and matters arising therefrom.
2. To receive the Honorary Secretary’s Report.

3. To receive and approve the Club’s accounts to 31st
August 2005 - copies will be distributed at the
meeting.
4. To elect:
Officers
Trustees of the Invested Funds
Committee Members
Honorary Members
5. To elect the Honorary Auditors.
6. To receive the report of the Benevolent Fund,
including Accounts for the year ended 5th April
2005 - copies will be distributed at the meeting.
7. To elect the Trustees of the Benevolent Fund, and
approve the Officers and Members of the
Management Board of the Fund.
8. To consider any other resolution submitted within
the rules.
9. Subscription rates.
10. Any other business, notice of which shall have been
submitted to the Chairman prior to the meeting.
Bryan Stokes
Honorary Secretary
Nominations for Officers and Committee Members
should reach the Honorary Secretary by 31st December
2005, duly proposed and seconded in writing, together
with the written consent of the nominee. Resolutions
for submission under item 8 of the Agenda should also
be given to the Honorary Secretary, in writing, by 31st
December 2005.

CHAIRMAN’S LETTER
First congratulations to the tennis team on winning the
d’Abernon Cup. This Cup is a competition run by The
Public Schools Old Boys Lawn Tennis Association on a
knock-out basis for teams of three pairs each. It is played
throughout the summer, culminating in the final on grass
at The All England Lawn Tennis Club, Wimbledon
(though this year, because of the damp conditions on
the day of the Final, it was played on the clay courts).
The tennis team have an excellent record in this
competition due largely to the captaincy of Chris Diacon
who usually manages to get out a very strong team.
The golfers were not quite so successful this year and
did not repeat their win of last year in the Grafton
Morrish trophy. Mention must be made of Peter
Crowther who has over the years recorded 50 wins for
KCS in this competition. Peter has handed over the
captaincy of the Grafton Morrish team to Andy Fordyce
and we hope that under Andy the team has as much
success as under Peter.
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I am thankful that being Chairman of an active
Association such as the Old King’s Club, one is rarely
at a loss for something to mention in a note such as this
and since my last letter there have been several
interesting developments.
I am very pleased to see that there is now an Old King’s
Club football team “The King’s Casuals” competing in
the London FA Affiliated South West Senior Division.
They have already played several league games and one
cup game, including home games. We are very grateful
to the School that the home games can be played at West
Barnes Lane, and I am sure that our players feel at home
there, particularly because the Games are played on
Sunday morning and there is an enormous amount of
King’s activity taking place with the mini rugby on the
rugby pitches nearby. James Badgett has got this
underway. James says that this is a dry run for the club
and they hope to step up to an Old Boys League; he
would like to hear from prospective players. We wish
James every success with this venture.
As many of you know at the careers evening the Old
King’s Club arrange for members of a great variety of
occupations for interview with the boys at school who
are thinking of entering that occupation. Most of those
who represent the occupations are Old Boys, and as far
as the Old King’s Club and, I feel sure, those who help
on Careers Evening, this source of advice is available to
any member of the Club at any stage in their career.
Requests to meet a member of an occupation should
first of all be made to the Old King’s Club. We feel that
this could be extended to be a directory, including names,
for publication and we are considering sending this out
with alternate autumn mailings. We hope that this would
assist “networking” among our members to their mutual
benefit. This could be further extended to include offers
of services from members.
The presence of the Old King’s Club at Commemoration
day is also changing; we now occupy a marquee at the
Great Hall end of the playing fields. Last year this change
was made with rather short notice and our exhibits were
not as full as I would have liked. Next year we plan to
display information about most of the many Old King’s
Club activities that exist, and I ask secretaries of the
activities to build up a library of photographs or other
items for use in the display.
The Old King’s Club office in the Lodge has moved down
half a floor, although the air-conditioned area for the
Archive was not able to be moved. The School were very
helpful, but nevertheless Bryan Stokes’s flow of work was
interrupted, and he has had to put in long hours in playing
a major part in the organisation of the Gaudy for the 197580 leavers and the production of this Newsletter. We are
most grateful to Bryan for coping with all of this.

Preparations are in hand for the Old King’s Club Annual
Dinner on the 18th November, when we are looking
forward to welcoming Robin Reeve to his first OKC
Dinner since his retirement. As usual Tony Stokes is
putting in sterling work in the Club office receiving and
recording applications, sending out tickets, and making
sure that things run smoothly. There is no upper or lower
age restriction on the Dinner, it is the ideal occasions to
arrange to meet a number of friends from King’s in
pleasant surroundings, and keep in touch with news of
the school which is always moving forward. So come
along to the Dinner and reinforce what I am sure you
already know - what a very good school King’s is.
With best wishes to you all.
Micky King
Chairman, Old King’s Club

EXTRACTS FROM THE
HEAD MASTER’S
NEWSLETTER
Common Room
The following members of Common Room, together
with three of our four language assistants, are leaving
KCS this summer.
James Basden, Head of Biology, retires this term after
joining the KCS staff in 1973. Latterly Head of Biology,
he was formerly a Housemaster and a fine tutor
(Maclear). He was very involved with KCS sport,
particularly rugby and cricket, during his career. He
has been Master in Charge of Golf since 1974 was also
the ATL representative.
Richard Swain arrived in 1988. He is going to teach in
Portugal with his Brazilian wife. He is a dedicated
teacher of Economics and Business Studies.
Martin Fidler has taught Art at KCS since 1989. He is
retiring to devote himself to his own art work. He was a
tutor in Maclear House. An example of his own excellent
work which he kindly donated now hangs permanently
on the Great Hall staircase.
Peter Kite joined KCS in 1992. He is an outstanding teacher
of Mathematics to pupils of any ability. He has also
wonderfully enhanced school music, with the Wind Band
and in the Junior School. Special mention should be made
of the time and expertise he spent in the IT department. He
did, until recent times, oversee the IT system.
Noah Shawcross, who arrived in 2001, leaves to become
Head of Biology at West Buckland, Devon. He has made
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a great contribution in Biology, as a tutor in Major, as
Head of PHSE and with expeditions abroad.
Simon Porter who has taught Music since 2001, latterly
becoming Assistant Director of Music, leaves to train
for missionary work. Simon has contributed greatly to
School music, sport and as a tutor (Kingsley).
Dr Peter Chasseaud has been at KCS for the past two
years teaching Economics. He is a distinguished scholar
who taught Economics part-time and his contribution
to the department has been highly valued.
Ms Jacqueline King has taught Spanish and Junior
School Chinese for a year to cover for a colleague on
sabbatical leave. We are very grateful for her linguistic
proficiency.
The following new appointments have been made: Mr
Simon Nye as Head of Mathematics in succession to
Derek Kiddle who, having previously decided to retire
from the post, has been persuaded to stay in the
Department for a further year to take over Peter Kite’s
timetable. I have appointed a new Head of Biology Dr
Richard Clark to succeed James Basden. Mr Peter Hatch
(ex-Kent College, Pembury) will take over as Deputy
Director of Music. Miss Shelly Gosher, an international
fencer will join the Economics and Business Studies
Department. We have recruited a new Head of Strings,
Mr Leandro Silvera, a cello tutor at Chetham’s School
of Music in Manchester who plays in various orchestras
including the Hallé Orchestra, the BBC Philharmonic
and the Scottish Chamber Orchestra. Mr Nicholas
Pollen, who covered Linda Gillard’s teaching in the Art
Department during her maternity leave, will succeed
Martin Fidler.
Sabbaticals: Paul Lavender has been granted one term’s
sabbatical during the Autumn term 2005. I have
appointed Ms Gamini Ledchumykanthan to cover his
teaching during this period.

Music
The Summer Term began with the Chamber Choir
singing at the school Confirmation Service in Christ
Church. Two weeks later Jazz Club was staged on two
evenings in the Collyer Hall. As usual these were well
supported and musically highly-charged events. The
atmosphere was relaxed but standards of the various
groups exceptionally high. There were performances
from Détente, Big Band, Saxophone Quartet and Jazz
Combo. A highlight for many was the final performance
by Détente, our senior Jazz ensemble, but the audience
was also treated to two very fine compositions by
saxophonist Tom Stone. The KCS Choral Society had
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been working hard on J S Bach’s St John Passion which
they performed in St Matthew’s Church, Durham Road,
under the reliable directorship of Jessica Cottis. Also in
May, the Department hosted a series of Gamelan
workshops in Cotman Gallery. This gave many music
classes the opportunity to perform on unfamiliar
instruments and encouraged a host of favourable
comments from passers-by who were treated to sounds
from Indonesia.
After half-term and at the end of a busy examination
week, the Chamber Orchestra gave an early evening
concert in St John’s Church, Spencer Hill. The soloists
were Kit Scotney (double bass) and Tom Brown (flute)
and works included Britten’s Simple Symphony and
Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings. The Orchestra was
on fine form and it was a fitting tribute to both the school
leavers and David Francis, Head of Strings, for all his
patient and painstaking work with the strings over a
number of years. The Chamber Choir rounded off the
year with two Choral Evensongs with some very
demanding repertoire delivered with clarity and style.
Of particular sadness to the Department are the
departures of Simon Porter, Assistant Director of Music,
and David Francis. They have been outstandingly loyal
and they will be missed for their good humour and high
standards. We also say farewell to Emma Harding, our
bassoon teacher after many years of faithful service.

Skiing
Three boys from the Fourth and Lower Fifth forms
competed in the British Schoolboys’ International Ski Races
at Les Menuires. They faced tough competition from some
30 school and club teams, including Millfield, Eton, Reeds,
Hampton, and St Paul’s, in addition to Aiglon College, a
British school near Montreux. KCS came 15th overall in
the team results. Joshua Luck won a gold medal and
Edward Hyde a bronze in the Children 2 section.

British Biology Olympiad
This year 5 boys in the Upper Sixth entered the
competition. The results were as follows: Christopher
Sharp, Bronze medal; Nicholas Randel, Highly
Commended; Alexander Tindale, Commended.

British Physics Olympiad and
Physics Challenge
Eight Upper Sixth Formers participated in this year’s
Physics Olympiad Competition during November, for
which the results come out in the spring term.
Candidates take a three-hour paper covering a range of
interesting physics questions. Both the IB and A2
candidates were able to succeed on the paper in the
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different topic areas that they have studied. Luke
Connoley and Robert Mills gained Silver Awards,
placing them amongst the top 150 candidates in the
country, whilst Sean Lovett, Andrew Tolley, Richard
Stutt, Richard Pates gained Bronze 1 Awards. Alex Liu
and Alex Ives received Commendations.
The Physics Challenge is a competition for GCSE
candidates and thirty KCS boys took part in the March
exam. Six members of the Upper Fifth, Raj Shukla,
Chris Tang, Robert Sexton, Roosey Sheth, Alex KnightWilliams and Adam Jajbhay, gained bronze awards in a
very difficult exam paper.

International Chemistry
Olympiad
Five boys entered the competition this year. Robert
Chapman and Harry Slater were awarded Silver ‘in
recognition of their outstanding performance’, Robert
Mills a Bronze and Chris Sharpe and James Burnett were
awarded Certificates of Commendation.

Headstart Engineering Summer
School
Nikhil Sachdeva has been awarded a place at Surrey
University on this year’s Headstart Scheme. This
scheme is part of the Royal Academy of Engineering’s
programme which contributes to the engineering
development of pupils at school. Places on the
programme are limited and early application is needed.
The scheme involves spending up to a week in a
university engineering department, where the emphasis
is either on knowledge of a particular engineering
discipline or awareness of a broad range of disciplines.

Community Service
In November of this year we presented an assembly to
commemorate Martin Cullingford OK, whose short film,
KCS in the Community, was in the final stages of
completion when he died. Martin would have been
delighted to know that many of the stations in his film
continued to thrive this year. Alongside our usual
programme of learning support in local schools, the
Drama group toured a version of The One Thousand
and One Nights, and our Art and Design station worked
with the children at Albemarle Primary School and
renovated murals at Abbeyfield Residential Home.
Conservation activities took place on Wimbledon
Common, boys gave ICT classes at Wimbledon Library,
and we again offered a Friendship Hour for the Elderly
in the dining hall. New stations included the teaching
of Latin to Hollymount pupils; Global Issues, which
campaigned energetically for recycling, Fair Trade

products, and Amnesty International; and Jazz in the
Community, which gave a concert at Lancaster Lodge
Residential Home.

SCHOOL EXAMINATION
RESULTS
Examination results are very fluid nowadays. There are
many appeals and modifications. Even as I write, some
late changes have come in. We were very pleased with
our results. There were no failures at A level and our
percentage of A and B grades, at around 92%, may have
been slightly lower than last year, but was still the third
best in the School’s history. Results in the International
Baccalaureate were phenomenal. The average points’
score was forty (out of forty five). This gives King’s the
highest average score in the world. When all our boys
are sitting the IB we may find it hard to sustain this
level, but both boys and staff are to be congratulated on
this remarkable achievement.
At GCSE, the results were also the best ever. Just over
57% of grades were at A*, while the combined total of
A and A* grades was nearly 90%. We were delighted
with these results, but there is an increasing feeling that
GCSEs are insufficiently challenging for our pupils and
various alternatives are being examined.
David Grossel

JAMES BASDEN
James Basden retired from the KCS staff at the end of
the last academic year, after 32 years of service to the
School. The following tribute to him, by Andrew Lang,
was first published in the School Magazine.
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James Basden has retired this summer after spending
his entire teaching career at KCS, arriving in 1973. He
has made a notably varied and distinguished contribution
to the life of the School and will be greatly missed by
both colleagues and pupils. Old Boys, too, have the
fondest recollections of his expertise and humour and
he is often one of the first to be mentioned in nostalgic
reminiscences of their school days.
James was appointed in Frank Shaw’s headship (after
an interview with him which he remembers as being
mainly about golf). The Head of Biology at the time
was the eminent Eric Springthorpe, who felt that he had
found in James an ideal recruit as a natural schoolmaster
- a confidence in which as time passed he was to feel
fully justified.
In the laboratory James has always been able to handle
his classes with an enviable combination of firm control
and good humour, earning his pupils’ respect with the
lightest of touches. His love for his subject has been
manifest, with a particular speciality in botany. This
strength came to the fore particularly in the department’s
regular fieldwork expeditions. It was no surprise that he
should be chosen to succeed Eric as Head of Biology in
1990. Since then he has led his department with
unflappable dignity and efficiency through a period of
much change and, it has to be said, of not a few
unpredictable difficulties.
Such qualities had already led to his being appointed in
1983 as the Housemaster of Maclear, a post for which
he was greatly suited and which he relished for seven
years, much enjoying the variety of responsibility it
entailed and exercising his natural aptitude for
painstaking and sympathetic pastoral care.
For a great length of time James was extensively involved
in the School’s rugby and cricket. He ran the 2nd XV
for some 22 years, latterly in happy partnership with
Robin Hammond, and was coach for many seasons,
mostly with Eddie Casale, of 2nd and 3rd XI cricket
sides. In each case his approach was one of proper
seriousness, accompanied by an unrivalled ability to see
and recount the funny side of what often occurs at these
levels. James himself has given rise to affectionate
teasing in such contexts. Boys and colleagues alike have
found quite unjustified, but totally harmless, amusement
in his stately and economical progress around the pitch
as an impeccably impartial rugby referee, the elegance
of his appearance in shorts and the distinctiveness of
his bowling action in staff cricket matches. On forsaking
the cricket field in the 1980s, James became much
involved in the School’s golf, running it as Master in
Charge for the last ten years and maintaining its position
as a much enjoyed and flourishing activity in the School.

Clearly, versatility and adaptability are characteristic of
James. They are illustrated yet further in the many other
positions which he has held: as a member of the careers
staff, of the examinations team, of the health and safety
committee and, in the last few years, of committees on
professional development and academic policy. His
popularity among colleagues and their trust and
confidence in him has been well demonstrated in his
election to the Common Room committee for a very long
period and, most importantly in recent years, in his work
as ATL representative. Here his calm and sensible advice
and firm but tactful negotiating skills have been
appreciated on all sides.
But apart from all these professional virtues, there are
sides to Jim that will be unknown to many. Not everyone
will be aware that in the 1980s James took a postgraduate
course in the theory and practice of acupuncture at the
British College of Acupuncture and went on to become
a senior lecturer in that field. He is expertly practical, to
the envy of those for whom plumbing, plastering,
electrics, car maintenance and the like are mysteries.
Indeed his passion for investigating and understanding
the workings of things has led to a strong interest in
antique clocks - to the extent that he was recently elected
a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers.
Intriguing, and even less known, is the fact that in his
youth James would sing, with a friend playing the guitar,
at the Epsom Folk Club, on one occasion indeed sharing
the stage with an as yet unknown Paul Simon. Who
knows where that path might have taken him (although
we can be sure that KCS would have been the loser)?
Now James is taking slightly early retirement and
heading off, with his equally witty, totally supportive
and much-loved wife, Jan, to Devon, where they will be
turning their practical skills and business acumen to a
different way of life. They leave with the best wishes of
all who have known them in Wimbledon and will be
greatly missed.
Andrew Lang

CCF ANNUAL
INSPECTION
The CCF Annual Inspection this year took place on
Friday 29th April. The Inspecting Officer was Group
Captain Trevor Milburn, the Station Commander of RAF
Odiham. Odiham is where the RAF Chinook helicopters
are kept, and so of course he came in one, which is
pictured in our cover photograph standing on the field
next to the Science laboratories and the Cavan Taylor
wing. Its presence aroused a good deal of interest in the
School, and a number of onlookers were able to walk
inside the aircraft. A view of it landing appears inside
the front cover of this Newsletter.
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more personal associations with landscape, memory, and
post memory”.
The exhibition is open until 14th January 2006 - see
www.gainsborough.org.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
The Archive continues to receive a steady stream of
enquiries from researchers wishing to gain information
about Old Boys and others connected with the School
in by-gone days. Two of the more interesting recent
enquiries were about John Babington and Sir Joseph
Ball.

GIFTS TO THE SCHOOL
On Thursday 10th February, Professor Michael Harrison
(1954) presented an oboe to the School for use by KCS
pupils. Professor Harrison and his wife had made a special
visit – the first for many years – to King’s and were
intrigued to see how much the School had changed.
Professor Harrison also met Bryan Stokes, Hon Sec of
the Old King’s Club, his Chemistry master in 1954.
As a keen musician himself, Professor Harrison played
in the School orchestra under John Carol Case. The
instrument has been lovingly cared for ever since though
not over-used. It will be added to the School’s collection
of hire instruments available to talented pupils. The music
department will provide a suitably engraved case for the
instrument.
Our photograph shows Professor Harrison and Daniel
Phillips, the Director of Music.

ART EXHIBITION
Many younger Old Boys will remember Judy Tucker,
who taught in the Art Department from 1986 to 1997.
Soon after leaving King’s she re-located to Yorkshire,
where she now teaches in the Art Department at Leeds
University. She has continued with her own painting,
and currently has an exhibition of her work at
Gainsborough’s House at Sudbury, in Suffolk. Quoting
from the brochure “The first exhibition in East Anglia
of the vibrant contemporary landscapes of this Yorkshirebased artist. Tucker’s paintings and graphic work are
inspired by natural forms, but are also concerned with

John Babington was appointed to the School staff to
teach Physics, starting in January 1937. He had
graduated BA in Natural Sciences from St Catharine’s
College, Cambridge in 1934, followed by a Cambridge
Certificate in Education. He then taught for two years,
during which time he obtained a London University BSc
(External) Special degree in Physics. It was this latter
degree which was the subject of the enquiry.
In 1940 John Babington volunteered for the Royal Navy,
and failing to get into the submarine service he opted
for bomb disposal instead. Later that year he volunteered
to deal with a very dangerous bomb in Chatham
Dockyard, of a type which had not previously been
successfully defused. He accomplished this difficult and
dangerous task, and was awarded the George Cross for
his gallantry and skill. Subsequently, in 1943, he was
appointed as OBE (Military) for further distinguished
bomb disposal work.
Following demobilisation he continued his career in
education, but he did not return to KCS. After two other
headmasterships, for the last 25 years of his working
life he was Headmaster of Ashlyn’s School Berkhamsted.
He died in March 1992.
A fuller account of his work in bomb disposal, and an
obituary reprinted from The Times, are given on the
George Cross website at www.gc-database.co.uk
Sir (George) Joseph Ball served in MI5 from 1914 to
1927, when he joined the Conservative Party as Director
of Publicity. In 1930 he was appointed the first Director
of the newly-formed Conservative Research Department,
a post which he held until the Second World War; it
was for this work that he was appointed KBE in 1936.
During the war he returned to his work as an intelligence
officer.

CENTRE PAGE
PULL-OUT SECTION
In an attempt to reduce the work involved in distributing the Newsletter, the Dinner
Application Form is being bound in as a pull-out section at the centre of this
Newsletter. The opportunity is also being taken to include an order form which may
be detached and used for purchases made at the School Shop.

OKC ANNUAL DINNER
This year our Annual Dinner will once again be held
in the recently refurbished and enlarged

School Dining Hall
The Head Master will give an address
and
Robin Reeve, Past President will be present
The date is

Friday 18th November 2005
Cash bar from 7.00 pm Dinner 7.30 pm
Tickets: £32.50 including wine
Dress: Dinner jacket or dark suit

An application form, with full booking details, is to be found overleaf.
Leavers from years 1985, 1990, and 1995 have been specially
targetted but, of course, all are welcome
There will be an opportunity for anyone attending the Dinner to
be given a tour of the new Cavan Taylor wing, and the Reeve
Building, before Dinner begins.
If you wish to apply for a ticket, please tear out the Dinner
Application Form on the back of this page, and send it with your
cheque to the OKC office - address on the form.
A big demand is expected, so early application is advised!

SCHOOL SHOP
A good opportunity to purchase Christmas presents
(or perhaps to suggest presents for yourself) is now
available!

The School Shop stocks a wide
range of OKC items, as well as
leisureware.
What about a new OKC tie the silk one, as it is Christmas?
Cuff links perhaps?
Visit the School Shop on the
KCS website at www.kcs.org.uk
for more details.

An order form to use when ordering items from the Shop is
on the back of this page. Just use it to list your purchases,
tear it out, and send it to the address given on the form.
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According to the Dictionary of National Biography “he
was educated at King’s College School, Strand, and at
King’s College London” and it was this that prompted
his researcher to consult the KCS Archive.

•

A Christmas Tree Sale, at the School, on Saturday
10th and Sunday 11th December from 10am.
You can also order excellent quality, and good value,
Christmas wrapping paper, via The Friends, with all
profits going to the benefit of the School.

As his name did not appear in the Register of Old Boys
a comprehensive search of all possible original sources
- admissions registers, school lists, et al - was made.
This failed to reveal any pupil called G J Ball. Ball was
born in 1885 and, as the School left the Strand to move
to Wimbledon in 1897 he would have had to be aged 12
or less to have attended the School in the Strand - not
impossible but unusual. All things considered, it appears
that he was not an Old Boy of the School.

The Friends exists to advance the education of pupils at
the School. As well as organising a wide range of social
activities for parents, The Friends raises significant funds
to provide facilities and equipment to enhance the
education of the boys. Projects which have recently been
approved include an electronic display system for sports
announcements, a harpsichord, and seating for the KCJS
Millennium Arch garden.

It is not unusual for enquiries to be made by descendants
believing that their ancestors may have attended KCS,
only to be told that they did not; it is unusual, however,
for a printed biography of standing to make such a claim.
Further enquiries are being taken up with the College
Archives.

Do put these dates in your diary now! The Friends would
be delighted to welcome you at our events. If you’d like
more details about any of our events or activities, please
contact the OK Office on 020 8255 5390. Your support
will be very much appreciated!
Edwina Marrow

CAREERS

Gifts
The Archive has received a number of donations recently,
including two gifts of photographs of considerable
importance. One, from the estate of Charles Thomas
(1941; a committee member of the OKC for 30 years,
and former Chairman), was given by his son Timothy
(1975), and consisted of books and magazines, and
several team photographs not previously held by the
Archive. The other came from the estate of C D Witts,
who was a pupil in the Junior School from 1926 to 1930,
when he left to go to Stowe. The gift, generously donated
by his widow, consisted of photographs of the whole
Junior School for each year from 1926 to 1930 inclusive,
again, not previously held by the Archive.

Old Boys will be aware of the annual School Careers
Evening, at which careers volunteers, organised by
Gordon Robson, conduct one-to-one conversations with
boys from the Lower Sixth form who are seeking
information about possible career choices. Gordon
attempts to find volunteers to cover whatever career
requests are made by the boys from his comprehensive
lists of volunteers, but is always interested in receiving
further offers of help.

Several collections of text books, examination papers, and
school notebooks have also been received, filling gaps in
our recording of the curriculum followed in past times.

Gordon will be approaching careers volunteers for next
year in March, as soon as the boys’ requests are known,
to ask for help at the evening in May.

Analysis of last year’s speakers showed that of 85
volunteers, 72 were Old Boys, 7 were parents, and 6
were other volunteers.

We are very grateful for these gifts.
B. J. S.

THE FRIENDS OF KCS
OKs will be most welcome to join The Friends’ social
and fundraising events this year. They include:
• The ever-popular Fireworks, which, this year,
includes a spectacular laser show, on Saturday 5th
November from 6pm;
• The Christmas Fair on Saturday 26th November
from 12 – 4pm which will be bigger and better than
ever;

GAUDY
A hugely enjoyable Gaudy was held on Saturday 1st
October for Old Boys who left the School between 1975
and 1980 inclusive. Over 80 Old Boys of the period
were present, including Marcel Fenez, who had travelled
from Hong Kong, and Chel Cavallon who had come from
Baltimore. Amongst former and present members of
the School teaching staff who attended were John
Davies, Colin Evans, Richard Halsey, Kevin Hawney,
Norman Isaacs, Peter Kirman, Andrew Lang, Mike
Smith, Bryan Stokes, and Alan Thomas.
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Beginning at around 11.30 am, returning Old Boys were
given tours of the newer parts of the School guided by
sixth-formers. A group photograph was then taken,
followed by lunch in the recently refurbished Dining
Hall. The last visitors were still in animated conversation
at 4.00 pm.
The Head Master, Tony Evans, in an address after lunch,
welcomed the guests, and gave an interesting and
informative account of the changes that had taken place
in the School during the past 25 to 30 years. He dealt
with the changes in both the buildings and the
curriculum, and in particular the increasing emphasis
on many other features of school life. These included
the increasing flexibility of choice in both subjects and
sports offered, the considerable amount of community
service being undertaken, and the developments that had
taken place in all aspects of pastoral care.
The event was organised by Bob Mitchell for the School,
Bryan Stokes for the Old King’s Club, and David
Bradley, the Director of Development. The Club is very
grateful to the School for providing all the facilities, not
least the splendid lunch provided by Janet Belcher and
her team, which made this enjoyable reunion such a
successful event.

REPORTS FROM
AFFILIATED ACTIVITIES
AND OTHER SPORTING
NEWS
OLD BOYS CRICKET
The annual Old Boys versus the School cricket match on
Commemoration Day this year was won by the School.
The School XI scored 270 for 7 in 50 overs (A. Simmonds
90, W Midmer 71 not out) and in reply, the Old Boys
managed 159 runs (R Codd 61; J Parrack 4 for 41).

OLD BOYS GOLF
The Spring Meeting was played at Coombe Wood GC
again this year but was not very well supported.
Consequently I am investigating an alternative venue
for next year’s event, and am open to suggestions from
anyone with knowledge of likely courses in the
Wimbledon area. The Blades Cup for the best scratch
score was won by Gordon McGinn, and Ian Hay won
the Bill Cox cup for the best stableford score with 35
points.

The match against the School at Royal Wimbledon GC
was a very closely fought affair until the heavens opened
up and the lightning flashed. The one thing that golfers do
not like is lightning, so we decided to call it a day after 9
holes. The state of play in the eight matches was three up
apiece and tied in the other two so we called it an honourable
draw. This was a great improvement on the seven to one
beating that the Old Boys suffered last year.
The Surrey Schools Old Boys Golf Society competition
at Chobham was when we hoped to improve on our
second place last year. Unfortunately one or two of the
OK’s were a bit short of match practice and we were not
able to trouble the winners. In spite of this we had a
good game and a very decent dinner afterwards.
Suggestions for next year’s Spring Meeting venue, and
anyone wishing to play in any of the society events
should contact Graham Cox on gcox@clara.co.uk or
0161 427 5930.
Graham Cox
Photographs of last year’s winning OK Golf Team have
recently been received in the OK office, and some of
these are reproduced on the inside back cover of this
Newsletter.

OLD BOYS FOOTBALL
We are currently looking for players to develop a new
initiative of Kings Old Boys Football Club. Games are
currently played on a Sunday morning with training one
night a week. If you are interested in getting involved
please contact jamesbadgett@gmail.com for further
details.
James Badgett
A photograph of the 2005 OK Soccer team appears on
the back cover on this Newsletter.

OLD BOYS ROWING
The third annual Boat Race versus the School took place
on a course from Wandsworth Bridge to Putney in dull
and somewhat overcast conditions on Sunday 18th
September. Originally planned as two races to take place
between First and Second Eights from both sides, on
the day the Old Boys were unable to raise two teams.
Consequently a single three-boat race took place between
the Old Boys crew, the School First VIII, and the School
Second VIII.
The result was that the School First VIII came in first,
the Old Boys VIII were second, and the School Second
VIII were third, with about a length between each boat.
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After a splendid tea provided by the ladies of the KCS
Boat Club Supporters, Sir Robert Andrew, President of
the OKC, presented the Reed-Boswell Cup to the
Captain of the School First VIII.
Some photographs of the event appear inside the front
cover of this Newsletter.

OLD BOYS RUGBY
The start of the rugby club’s season has been
overshadowed by the news of the death of Lawrie Glover.
Lawrie was a stalwart and popular member of the club.
His organisational and inspirational abilities were central
to our very survival during the crises of the early 70s
and again in the early 90s. He will be much missed.
(An obituary will be included in our next issue - Editor)
The pre-season tour to Galway provided the playing
membership with what might be described as a
humorously challenging bonding opportunity. The
club’s unbeaten record in modern era tours was
preserved, and the word ‘Bulmers’ has entered our
folklore. Jonno Venter clearly discovered his true career
vocation, as a grinningly effective leprechaun. Next
time, we’re ready for Munster.
Our early competitive matches have produced a mixed
bag of results. The First XV have won just one of their
three league games, in what looks to be a closely
contested London 4 SW league. Currently, it’s hard to
predict whether we will be pushing for promotion or
fighting against relegation by the spring; and much will
depend on the fitness of key players. The 2nd XV have
held their own playing in the Surrey Premiership,
competing against the not-so-junior teams of the
strongest clubs in the county. The 3rd XV are presently
undefeated, and have amassed 184 points against 25
conceded in just five games. They will clearly press for
the Surrey Combination title; and it is very pleasing to
report that many recent School leavers have played with
distinction for this team.
The Minis Section hosted a tournament on 9th October,
at which about six hundred children swarmed
competitively over the fields of Motspur Park. Four of
the six King’s teams were victorious. ‘It would have
been impolite to have won everything,’ were Paddy
Ralston’s words of consolation to our less successful
squads. The whole club congratulates our joint Chairs
of the Minis, Libby Charlton and Stephen Hockaday and the many coaches and helpers - for organising and
managing a most successful (and exhausting) event.
Our Centenary planning will continue in the autumn,
building on ideas for a Ball at the club, and a tour to the
Durban area in July 2007.

As ever, the Club welcomes playing members of any
ambition and ability - and there will be a warm welcome
at the clubhouse for all OKs, as playing or non-playing
members. Our match-quality floodlights have now been
officially inaugurated, and we offer a truly magnificent
sports facility - despite some nostalgic yearnings
amongst senior members (including myself) for our lost
Spartan home at Robin Hood Lane. We are presently
reviewing our large database of inactive former
members, and we will be in contact with everyone to
rekindle some more active participation among this
group. We hope for an enthusiastic response.
All interested OKs should contact our Club Manager,
Pa d d y R a l s t o n , o n 0 7 9 5 8 2 3 2 8 1 6 , o r
paddy@kings.org.uk
Kelvin Walton
President, KCS Old Boys RFC

OLD BOYS TENNIS
The Old King’s tennis team have won the d’Abernon Cup!
The finals of the prestigious d’Abernon Cup tennis
competition took place on the clay courts at the AllEngland Club at Wimbledon on Sunday 11th September,
in overcast weather conditions. There was a slight drizzle
in the air when the OK team yet again met the Old
Paulines in the final. In 2003 the OK team won against
the same opponents; in 2004 the Old Paulines won in
the closest of results; but this year the result was a
convincing 7 - 2 win for the Old King’s. The team was
Ross and Blake Hutchins as first pair, Stephen Morris
and Scott Lloyd as second pair, and Chris Clark and
James Mustoe as third pair.
Our congratulations to the Old King’s team on this fine
result.

KING’S COLLEGE SCHOOL
LODGE NO.4257
The Lodge was formed on 3rd May 1921 and holds all
its meetings at the School on the fourth Friday in January
and April and the second Friday in June and December.
Keith Sturgeon is the current Master and was installed
on 22nd April 2005.
The Lodge is open to all old boys, masters, fathers and
sons of old boys and anyone who has an interest in the
school.
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All enquiries regarding membership are most welcome
and should be directed to the Secretary of the Lodge,
Peter Methley at Longreach, Pannells Ash, Ifold, West
Sussex, RH14 0UF (Tel: 01403 753036; email:
pcmethley@btinternet.com)

NEWS OF OLD BOYS
NIGEL BRAINE-HARTNELL (1983) is a dentist in
Banbury. He is married, and has a five-year old son.
Brigadier SIMON CARAFFI (1975) is still serving in
the British Army and has been Commander 49 (East)
Brigade based in Nottingham for the past 2 years. He
is about to take over a post serving with Coalition Forces
in Baghdad. This will be 6 months long, after which he
will be taking over as Director of the Intermediate
Command and Staff Course based at Shrivenham, Wilts.
MORTIMER CHATTERJEE (1994) writes from
Mumbai, India to say that after graduating with a BA
from the LSE and an MA from SOAS, four years ago he
moved to India to pursue a career in art dealing. He
specialises in contemporary Asian art.
SIMON COX (1975), after 16 years as a journalist and
broadcaster (Reuters and BBC) is now running his own
business providing media training, presentation training,
and crisis consultancy to clients from the corporate,
governmental and NGO sectors.

JON HIBBS (1975) is currently Head of News at the
Department of Health.
DAVID HOWELLS (1976) is currently working as a tax
director in KPMG in London, specialising in corporate
tax. He has been with KPMG since leaving Bristol
University, and has worked both as an auditor and tax
advisor in various offices in the South East.
PETER HORROCKS (1977) has been appointed the
BBC’s Head of Television News. He has been Head of
Current Affairs for the past five years, and is a former
editor of Newsnight and Panorama.
STEPHEN HUBNER (1980) is presently a partner at
the leading Scottish law firm of Shepherd+Wedderburn,
working in the field of English commercial property law,
with an emphasis on financial structuring.
RICHARD IRVING (1976) co-founded ‘Pond’ with his
brother Charles in 1997 and they have just raised their
third venture capital fund. He is based in San Jose,
California, but comes to Europe for about a week every
month to attend board meetings and visit prospective
investments. To date they have invested over $50M
into UK companies in the Information Technology area,
and have had some very positive successes. They are
always eager to hear about new technology start-ups in
the UK or the rest of Europe.

ROY FIRTH (1976) now lives on the South Coast with
his wife Jacqueline, son Alex (15) and daughter Rebecca
(9). He runs a Chartered Surveying practice in
Storrington, West Sussex, and in his spare time enjoys
riding his Triumph motorcycle, the same one which
transported him to KCS during 1975/76, and which has
now become a vintage machine!

WALTER JONES (Honorary member) will be
remembered as a member of the School staff, teaching
Economics from 1976 to 1987, when he left to become
Headmaster of King’s Worcester. He has now left
Worcester and has taken up an appointment as Principal
of Kolej Tuanku Ja’Afar, at Mantin, Negeri Sembilan,
Malaysia. He will be there for five years, and says he
will be happy to see former colleagues and students who
are visiting Malaysia.

DAVID HARDING (1979) has been working since 1993
as a journalist/communications officer with Lincolnshire
County Council. Previously he spent 10 exciting years
as a journalist on commercial newspapers in North Wales
and Chester. He came to journalism late after six years
in law, including two as a solicitor in Sheffield.

MARK LEWISOHN (1980), since graduating from
Cambridge, has worked in the City first at Price
Waterhouse and since 1989 for UBS where he is a
Managing Director in the Investment Banking Division.
Along the way he spent a year in Tokyo and four years
in New York.

GRAHAM HAYMAN (1978) on leaving King’s in 1978
completed a four year course in Archaeological Sciences
at Bradford University, graduating with a 2:1 in 1982
and has worked as a field Archaeologist in Gwynedd
and Surrey. Since 1989 he has worked for the Surrey
County Archaeological Unit (part of Surrey County
Council), and is currently employed as a Senior
Archaeological Officer.

CHRIS MOORE (1977) at present heads up the
European utilities equity research team at JPMorgan
Cazenove in London.
NORMAN PLASTOW (1946) was awarded the MBE
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. Norman, who is
an architect, was Chairman of the Wimbledon Society
from 1986 to 1998, and is currently its President. He
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has contributed enormously to local activites in
Wimbledon, particularly on the planning front.
MICHAEL RUSH (1951) wrote to tell us of a change of
address, and to send good wishes to all OKs. He left King’s
to read Civil Engineering at King’s College London, then
went straight on to National Service in the Royal Air Force,
followed immediately with a career in the construction
industry. Marriage and children followed swiftly. He and
his wife have now down-sized their home, and are at last
looking forward to their gap years!
TONY SARIN (1980), after a distinguished career in
accountancy, has founded several companies including
Numerica Group plc, now the 14th largest accountancy/
business services group in the UK. He sits on various
committees including the Bank of England Small
Business Panel advising on Asian businesses, and was
recently appointed a Business Ambassador for London’s
2012 Olympic bid. In July of this year he won the
prestigious Business and Commerce Award at the Lloyds
TSB Asian Jewel Awards in London. He is also featured
in this year’s ‘Asian Power 100’ list.
MARK SCHOLEY (1995), who works for the
management consultancy firm Accenture, was seconded
to the Olympic bid team as part of Accenture’s
sponsorship deal. His first task on the team was to
project manage the visit of the all important IOC
Evaluation Commission visit to London in February.
This involved coordinating all presentation development
and Olympic venue visit tours, including the visits to
the Queen at Buckingham Palace and the Prime Minister
at 10 Downing Street.
Following the success of the London bid, Mark is now
working in the Olympic Board Secretariat providing
reports to the Olympic Board on the progress of and
risks to the Games’ delivery. Having captained the
School 1st XI at Hockey and participated in numerous
other sports and CCF activities, Mark says this job is a
dream come true!
NICHOLAS SMITH (1976) recently joined ICI PLC as
Insurance Manager in the Group Risk and Insurance
Department based in London. He writes to say that it
is very interesting work in one of the most long
established and well known corporate insurance and risk
management functions. Having moved back from the
US nearly 3 years ago he and his family have now settled
in Tadworth in Surrey.
PAUL SMITH (1963), who left school to join the Royal
Navy, eventually made his life in Australia. He lives in
Bargara, in Queensland, some 250 miles north of
Brisbane, where he works as an employment consultant.

LAWRENCE STICKLAND (1980), following a career
of some fourteen years with British Telecom, is currently
working as an Assistant Accountant for the UK’s leading
supplier of dental products.
JAMES SUTTON (1992) is working in the Archives at
the Victoria and Albert Museum, South Kensington.
ROBIN TAYLOR (1977) has, since 1987, worked as a
pilot for Cathay Pacific Airways. He first flew the
Lockheed L1011, and then did several years on the
Boeing 747 before converting to the Boeing 777 in 1996.
This aircraft, he writes, “keeps me in Asia except for
the odd trip to the Middle East, India and Sri Lanka,
which, with a relative lack of time zone changes, suits
me just fine! In 1988 I married a New Zealander, Sally,
whom I had known from pre-KCS days in Africa.
ANTHONY TUFFIN (1954) has been re-elected as a
member of the Council of the Electoral Reform Society
and a member of its Management Committee.
KISHAN UBAYASIRI (1997) having obtained a BSc in
Immunology, and MSc degrees in International
Management and in Information Technology,
interspersed with spells in accountancy and as an IT
consultant, has now taken graduate entry into Medicine
at Nottingham University.
DAVID WALTERS (1978) writes from St Ives,
Cambridge, where he is a primary school teacher. He
write to say that he has “plenty of time to enjoy travelling
and keeping up with my greatest interest, ROCK. All
the bands we knew from the Common Room are now
what we call ‘Classic Rock’ bands, most still going and
sounding great! I still play sax, clarinet, and guitar and
teach these too”.

DEATHS
P J ALBERY (1975) 15th May 2005
C M BROWN (1961)
J M E CULLINGFORD (1958) 20th October 2004
S ELGEBEILY (1996) 1st June 2005
V J FARLEY (1939) 25th June 2005
J R G FLYNN (1934) 2004
L E GLOVER (1957) 27th September 2005
P C HEATON (1934) 1st June 2004
M L LIPSCOMBE (Hon ) 27th May 2005
W A C STRUGNELL (1933) 26th April 2005
W M WHARTON (1961) October 2004
S F WILLEY (1945) 5th May 2005
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OBITUARIES

SHOUHDRI ELGEBEILY (1996) died tragically in a
motor cycle accident on 1st June 2005. He was 27.

MALCOLM LIPSCOMBE, deputy head groundsman
with responsibility for the sports facilities at West Barnes
Lane, and an Honorary Member of the OKC, died at the
Royal Marsden Hospital, Sutton, on 27th May 2005.
Malcolm had been suffering from cancer since the
beginning of the year.

VINCENT JAMES FARLEY (1939) died unexpectedly
though peacefully in hospital on 25th June at the age of
85. His sporting prowess while at School included
playing in the Rugby 1st XV and the Cricket eleven when
it was at its height in 1936. Another of his sporting
achievements was to win the Victor Ludorum in the same
year. Post-war he continued to play cricket with the
Old Boys for several years. He was a keen golfer and
over the years attended many Old Boys’ events and the
annual match at the School.

Malcolm had worked for the School for over 40 years,
and the School and the Old Boys are profoundly grateful
for his loyalty, skill, and sheer hard work in maintaining
the quality of the pitches over such a long period.
PETER ALBERY (1975) died on 15th May 2005 from
a heart attack, at the early age of 46. He is survived by
his wife Carolyn, son Robert, age 19, and daughter Katie,
age 15.
MARTIN CULLINGFORD (1958), who died on 20th
October 2004, went from King’s to Wadham College,
Oxford, a move that was considered somewhat eccentric
at the time, both by the School and his family. Martin
relished the atmosphere of college dominated by the
intellectual worldliness of Sir Maurice Bowra. He read
Modern languages, a subject that was useful to him later,
although that was not its intended purpose. It was a
subject that also reflected his early experiences.
On leaving Oxford, Martin went into the private sector,
soon specialising in marketing and being employed with
several companies in London. After his marriage to
Melanie, he moved to Tunbridge Wells, closer to the
small family property at Fairlight, near Hastings. For a
short time he worked in Frankfurt, an experience he
relished and where his integrity was particularly
appreciated. When he returned to Tunbridge Wells for
family reasons he found himself starting to make videos
as a creative side of marketing. He then went freelance
and began making the videos of King’s, and Wadham,
and other places, that are so much admired.
Martin was also adept at seeing the potential of a house,
and transforming it physically and aesthetically before
moving on. His last moves took him back to Hastings.
There, as in Tunbridge Wells, he was an active member
of the local civic society. In Hastings he became
something of a local figure, relishing the Old Town, the
sea and the cliffs. He died suddenly and unexpectedly
when he also had so much to look forward . He leaves
his wife, his son, and his daughter who had been married
the year before, much to Martin’s delight. The funeral,
at which the School was represented, demonstrated how
much he was loved and respected.
Cedric Cullingford

Vincent was a most gregarious person and had many
friends from all walks of life, but he was primarily a
family man, and aftev his first wife, Eileen, died he
devoted himself to his four children in addition to two
step-children after he subsequently married Betty.
During the war Vincent was commissioned into the
Royal Fusiliers. He served in North Africa, Italy, and
Greece, and was mentioned in dispatches at the end of
the Italian campaign. He continued to be a loyal and
enthusiastic member of his Regimental Association until
his death.
After the was he went back to his studies until he
qualified as a Fellow of the Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors, and then used his skills to the benefit of the
family firm of Farley & Co, still working part-time at
the end.
He kept close contact with the School throughout his
life as he was a Past Master and senior member of the
School Lodge. For the last two years he has laid the
wreath at the Old Boys’ War Memorial just before
Remembrance Day.
Vincent will be remembered for his ever-cheerful and
laid back disposition and will be sadly missed by his
many friends of all ages. Our deepest sympathy is
extended to his family.
Michael Gibson-Horrocks
MICHAEL WHARTON (1961) died in October 2004.
He was a pupil in both Junior and Senior schools, and
was awarded Major House colours for both rugby and
cricket in a year in which Major won the House Cricket
Competition.
Michael became a successful lawyer who specialised in
Commercial and Corporate projects, travelling to his
London-based office each day, as well as being involved
with charity work.
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Socially, Michael played bass guitar and once was a
member of a rock band; he had a large collection of
music, mainly Rock ‘n’ Roll with some Jazz and Country,
interests that he had first developed at School. His
favourite artists were Chuck Berry, Carl Perkins, and
Gene Vincent, as well as the guitar greats James Burton
and Albert Lee. He also loved comedy, was an avid
boxing fan, liked and played golf, and followed the
fortunes of the Arsenal football and McClaren F1 motor
racing teams.
Michael owned two Allard vintage cars, competed in
rally and vintage car events, and was secretary of the
Allard Owners Club. His other interests included travel
and photography, and he enjoyed evenings out with
friends for a meal, washed down with the odd glass of
wine or two. He never married.
Janice Peters
SPENCER WILLEY CBE (1945) died on 5th May 2005,
at the age of 78. Spencer gained a scholarship to KCJS
in 1937, and spent nearly eight years at King’s, moving
from Junior to Senior Schools in 1940. He became
Captain of West House and the Senior Warrant Officer
in the Corps.
From School he was called up to do National Service,
being placed in the Intelligence Corps. Here he served
successively in the Lebanon, Greece, Egypt (Long-Range
Desert Group) and Cyprus, all in the aftermath of the
five-year conflict.
After a brief career as a salesman in the UK, during
which time he married Glenys, in 1951 he began a
lengthy and successful career in commerce overseas.
First with Lipton’s Tea in India, he moved to Johnson
and Johnson in Malaya, and then to Malayan Cement,
his final post with that company being Regional Director
for Asia and Australasia, based in Singapore. He was
appointed CBE in 1979.
On retirement in 1982 Spencer and Glenys returned to
the UK, but soon afterwards Glenys was diagnosed as
having Alzheimer’s Disease. After much care at home,
she went into full-time care in 1988. Spencer joined
the Alzheimer’s Disease Society, later to be elected to
its Council. Glenys died in 1997.
In 2004 Spencer married Lorna, a widow whose husband
had suffered from Alzheimer’s and who he had known
for some years, and who, incidentally, has a grandson at
present at King’s. He is survived by his son and daughter
twins, who live in Australia, and his second wife.
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Some photographs of the successful golf team of 2004, who won the GraftonMorrish trophy in September of that year.

The newly-formed OKC football team

