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Harry Slater (2005) playing for
the England Indoor Hockey Team

Guy Tyler (2008)
breaks through
the USA line and
Sam Rhodes (2008)
receives his silver
medal at the 2009
Maccabiah Games
in Israel.
See pages 10-13 for
the full article.

Front Cover: A painting of Colonel William George
Cubitt VC DSO, OK 1845 (19 October 1835 – 25
June 1903)
This painting is an artist’s impression of the event
which led to the award of the Victoria Cross to
William Cubitt.
Cubitt was born in Calcutta in 1835 and attended
King’s College School during 1845. He was
commissioned in the Indian Army in 1853 and
assigned to the 13th Bengal Native Infantry.
In 1857, when the Indian Mutiny broke out, he was
stationed in Lucknow, with the rank of Lieutenant.
He gained his Victoria Cross, in the words of a digest
of the citation published in the London Gazette, “for
having on the retreat from Chinhut, on 30th June 1857,
saved the lives of three men of the 32nd Regiment at
the risk of his own”.
Cubitt later took part in the Duffla Expedition on
the North-West Frontier 1874-75 as a Major; was
promoted Lieutenant-Colonel in 1879 when serving
in the Second Afghan War; took part in the Akka
Expedition in 1883 as a full Colonel; and served in
the Burma War 1886-87, when he was awarded the
Distinguished Service Order. He retired from the
Army in 1892, at which time he was Commanding
Officer of the 43rd Gurkhas. Returning to Britain, he
died at Camberley in 1903, aged 68.
The original of this painting is in the National Army

Museum. It is one of 50 oil-on-canvas paintings of
heroic actions resulting in the award of a VC that were
painted by the artist Louis William Desanges between
1859 and 1862.
This copy is oil-on-canvas made at original size by
Richardson Paintings Ltd. It was commissioned by the
Old King’s Club in 2008 and presented to the School.

Forthcoming Events:
Old King’s Club:

School:

Saturday 19 June 2010
Commemoration Day, at King’s

Wednesday 19 May
Development Campaign Reception, at
King’s

Saturday 13 November
Undergraduates’ Dinner, at Downing
College, Cambridge

Saturday 22 May
Development Campaign Reception, at
King’s

Friday 19 November
OKC Annual Dinner, at King’s

Tuesday 22 June
City & Business Networking Event, at
Eight Club, Moorgate
Tuesday 21 September
Donors’ Reception, at King’s
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From The Archives

artists could be made out, together with the titles of
their works on display.
On the assumption that such varied works were
probably exhibited at the Royal Academy’s Summer
Exhibition, a call was made to the Royal Academy’s
Archivist, who confirmed that these paintings had all
been exhibited at the Summer Exhibition in 1870, thus
dating the KCS race.
Bryan Stokes

The Archive recently received a framed cutting from a
Victorian publication showing an artist’s impression of
the finish of the 2-mile walking race at the KCS Athletic
Sports (see illustration). The cutting had been stuck on
a piece of card, and there was no indication of the date.
By holding the illustration in front of a strong light
it was possible to make out some of the text printed
on the back, which appeared to be a critic’s review of
a major art exhibition. The names of a number of the

Books By Old Boys
Two major books by Old Boys have recently been published.
Dr Mark Bland (1978) is Senior Lecturer, English, at the Centre for Textual Studies, De Montfort University,
Leicester, and is editor of the Oxford Edition of Ben Jonson’s poems. He has recently completed A Guide to
Early Printed Books and Manuscripts, following in the footsteps of a number of eminent OK philologists
and bibliographers including W W Skeat (1847), E Arber (1853), and A W Pollard (1877).
Prof David Nokes (1965) has produced his latest biography, Samuel Johnson, a Life, which was published
to great critical acclaim shortly before his untimely death (see Obituaries in this Newsletter).
A Guide to Early Printed Books and Manuscripts published by Wiley-Blackwell, 2009, 256 pps, £50.
Samuel Johnson. A Life published by Faber, 2008, 448 pps, £25.
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Annual Dinner 2009

in 1996 to study medicine at Oxford where he captained
the University lightweight crew and became a pilot
officer in the University Air Squadron. In 2004 he
entered the Polar Challenge covering 360 miles in 18
days to reach the North Pole. Later, he and his brother,
Alexander, filmed the television series ‘Medicine Men

The Annual Dinner of the Old King’s Club was held
in the dining hall at the School on 20th November
2009. There were 123 people present of whom most,
of course, were old boy members of the OKC (with
leaving dates from 1947 to 2003) but also
including the Head Masters, Andrew Halls
and Gerard Silverlock, other members of the
School staff and the captain and vice-captain
of the School. Cavan Taylor, President
of the OKC, was in the chair. Before the
formal part of the evening he presented an
engraved tankard on behalf of the OKC
to Gordon Robson in recognition of his
exceptional service in relation to the annual
careers evening for senior boys.
Members of the KCS Lodge of
Freemasons ran the bar for the pre-dinner
drinks. The meal itself was outstanding and
beautifully served - a reflection of the
dedication of the Catering Manager, Jan
Belcher, and her excellent staff. Jan will be
retiring at the end of the summer term 2010 and will
be greatly missed.
In an elegant, interesting and well-judged speech
Andrew Halls proposed the toast of The Old King’s
Club after touching on the successes in many area of
the School in 2009 and looking ahead to the advent of
girls in the sixth form in September 2010.
The principal guest was Christoffer Van Tulleken
whose mother, Kit (a governor of the School) and
father, Tony, were also present. Christoffer left King’s

Go Wild’ about the health and medicine of remote
indigenous populations. In proposing the toast of the
School, Christoffer spoke most engagingly about his
work as a doctor in many parts of the world as well as
reminiscing about his time at King’s
Cavan Taylor concluded the evening by thanking
Tony Stokes, Micky King, Jan Belcher and her staff
and members of the KCS Lodge for their part in
making the evening such a success.
Cavan Taylor (1953)

KCS Lodge Murder Mystery Evening
The Lodge held a most enjoyable Ladies night with a Murder Mystery
Evening in the Dining Hall on the 29th January. A murder mystery play
with professional actors was performed episodically during the evening,
starting whilst drinks were being served, continuing between courses and
climaxing whilst coffee was served with the tables competing to detect
who had committed the murder. Several members of the Lodge and
guests took parts in the play and there were some very creditable
performances. Bryan Adams was one of the victims, Ian Hay spoke
his lines in a very peculiar Northern accent, and Peter Methley’s table
were the only ones who correctly deduced who had committed the
murder, singing the name of their choice of perpetrator to the tune
of Delilah. Our thanks go to our Master John Ralph for organising
the evening and Jan Belcher for providing an excellent dinner.
Micky King (1959)
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Gap Year Awards

AWARDS MADE IN 2010

Karim Dhalla (2009), to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro
The Old King’s Club offers a limited number of Gap
in aid of ChildReach International.
Year Awards each year. These awards are intended to
provide some financial assistance to help Old Boys
Marc Davies (2004), to cycle from London to
who are members of the Old King’s Club to undertake
Istanbul in aid of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.
their chosen activities. These activities will normally
Peter Wilson (2007), to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro
take place either after leaving School, but before
in aid of Compassion and to volunteer in schools
starting University, or during or immediately after a
in Tanzania.
University course.
Sam Rhodes (2008) and Guy Tyler (2008), to
To qualify for an award an applicant should be
take part in the 2010 Mongol Rally in aid of Help
proposing to undertake an activity which, in the
for Heroes.
opinion of the awarders, is of material benefit to a
Alastair Maclachlan (2010), to volunteer with
charity, the community, the School, or the Old King’s
Kings World Trust for Children, helping orphaned
Club, in addition to broadening his own experience
and homeless children in India.
and developing his personal qualities.
Further information, including details of how to
submit an application, can be found on the Old King’s Club website.

2009 Mongol Rally

helped us to purchase the car, a Suzuki Jimny. The
vehicle was the most important asset and their support
enabled us to modify the raised suspension, fit suitable
off-road wheels and purchase the necessary maps
(quite important in our view!)
Notable highlights of the trip included being
stopped by the police 25 times in their attempts to
acquire bribe money (on one occasion the policeman
demanded dollars as he gently flicked his AK47 from
safety to live) but we were
proud to declare that we
did not cave and refused
to pay a single bribe. We
enjoyed over 56 hours
waiting at respective
boarder crossings, notably
almost two days on the
Mongolia boarder, one of
the most desolate places
in the world. There were
continual debates about
who was the best driver
with a stall tally taken.
Food consisted of old
mutton and peppers, pot
noodles and tuna, or the
option of going hungry. We were only able to have six
showers in four weeks but driving through a raging
river (which the locals said not to cross) was one way
of washing; not our smartest move especially when
midway across, the water came over the bonnet and

‘Four weeks of true adventure!’ These were our
concluding remarks as Alex Humphries, Luke Shaw,
James Buxton and Edward Clarke (all 2007) embarked
on our train from Ulanbatur to Beijing on the final leg
of the summer adventure.
During the previous four weeks, the ‘4 Kings
and Jimny’ team had taken part in the 2009 Mongol
Rally. Departing from Goodwood, Sussex, the team
drove 8292 miles to the
most remote capital in
the world, Ulanbatuur in
Mongolia. Our travels
took us through Eastern
Europe before entering
the Ukraine, Russia,
Kazakhstan and finally
Mongolia. We made
the transition from the
comforts of Wimbledon
suburbia to the Gobi
Desert and the depths of
Siberia.
The rally itself was
considered only part of
the adventure. As the old
idiom states, ‘fail to prepare, prepare to fail’, the
groundwork took place in the months before our
departure. This was considerably aided by the support
of the Old King’s Club, who donated £200 to each
of us, from their Gap Year Award fund. These funds
4

This article contains only a few of the stories from the
trip and we have not even mentioned our train journey
to Beijing and all that this second adventure entailed.
This was certainly not a holiday but an experience of
a lifetime and we would encourage anyone to consider
it though we must emphasise that preparation, patience
and determination are all needed. Please do not hesitate
to contact us if you wish to find out more.
Edward Clarke (2007)

window sills. Nevertheless, the car made it across and
we were able to keep going (after waiting three hours
for the engine to dry out). Our only other problems
were the leaking of the rear differential oil for the
last 500 miles and the slight problem of the front axle
being held together with Duck Tape and cable ties.
In hindsight this was incredibly dangerous but our
limited mechanical knowledge and bold approach saw
us make the finishing line.

London Students’ Night
OKC London hosted a dinner on Thursday 11 March at The Langley in Covent Garden, a classy
venue at the site of a former tube station. The event was open to all OKs, but was especially
advertised to those who were studying in London or who had graduated and were living in the area.
We therefore ended up with a diverse group ranging from the 2003 to the 2008 leavers cohorts. The
group dynamics worked well, with lots of old friends getting the opportunity to catch up, as well
as getting to know people who they only barely recognised from their school days. We were joined
by Sgt Major Brett who enjoyed hearing the latest news from old CCF cadets (seven in total!),
especially from the two who have since joined the Army.
The evening started with drinks in the bar and was followed by a three course meal and a glass of
wine, kindly subsidised in part by the OKC. Many thanks to the Old King’s Club for all their help
and we look forward to many more of these in the future!
David Smith (2007)
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Cricket
OKC vs The School – 20th June 2009

KCS 223-7 (45) KCS Old Boys 180 all out (Hyde 60, Dugarin 43) Old Boys Lost by 43 runs
first over and was bowled although this bought Tom
Dugarin to the crease to play his first innings since the
same fixture last year. You would never have guessed it
as he launched his first ball over the bowlers head for a
one bounce 4 and went on to smash 43 dispatching the
ball all over the ground with “Flintoff-esque” power.
He was well supported at the other end by the classy
Ed Hyde who hit an imperious 60. After Dugarin fell
Mikey Tilles took over where he had left off hitting
an impressive 27 before he was somewhat dubiously
adjudged LBW. Losing the calming influence of Tilles
triggered a collapse and Alx Simmonds and Ed Clarke
played particularly poor shots to throw their wickets
away as panice set in. Sam Richards then ran out
captain Eaves in farcical fashion as panic set in and the
Old Boys went on to lose their last 8 wickets for just
23 runs condemning them to a 43 run defeat. Despite
the result, the game was enjoyed by all and left the
Old Boys plotting their revenge for next year. A huge
thanks to Tom Howland and the school for hosting us
and to Jonathan Broad as always for his impeccable
scoring, which all contributed to the overall success
of the day.
Tom Eaves (2003)

The KCS Old Boys arrived for their annual fixture
against the school high of confidence and determined
to avenge the defeats of the previous three years. After
skipper Tom Eaves lost the toss (again!) the school
opted to bat first and were soon in trouble at 9-2 after
a fiery opening spell from Sam Richards and Douglas
Marriner. Richards pace and aggression in particular
proved too much for the school batsmen to handle
and he picked up the two early breakthroughs. Some
strong support bowling from seamers John Walton and
Matthew Simmonds along with the guile and craft of
off spinners Eaves and Ed Clarke meant the Old Boys
were in a strong position at lunch with the school
struggling at 123-5. It was after lunch that things
started to go wrong for the Old Boys. First Dougie
Marriner broke down and was unable to finish his overs
(Nothing to do with the size of the lunch that he ate!)
and then the fielding became increasingly sluggish as
the Old Boys felt the effects of the sumptuous spread
that was laid on at the interval. Overall a rusty fielding
performance and 9 spilled chances meant that the
school recovered to post 223-7 off their 45 overs.
The Old Boys reply got off to the worst possible
start when Ali Muirhead left a straight one in the
6

KCS OB GOLF
SOCIETY 2009

and we snatched victory from the jaws of defeat, our
final pair playing Hunstanton’s difficult back nine in
2 under par and clutching victory on the last hole. The
aggregate handicap of all six of the opponents was 3.
Sunday morning’s semi-final meant we had to play
one of our arch-nemeses and defending champions,
Solihull. However all players played well on this
beautiful autumnal morning and we won through
convincingly. If we were to win the tournament we
had to do it the hard way, defeating the three schools
that had knocked us out in our last three attempts. In
the final we’d play George Heriots, undoubtedly the
kings of the Grafton Morrish Championship having
won it more occasions than any other school in the
last 20 years. Suffice to say that (with one match in
the bag) we just ran out of steam, and on an evening
when the weather turned cold and blustery, the Scots
managed to fiddle two career par 4s on final two holes
to win the tournament on the last. Yet again so close,
this defeat was maybe even harder to swallow than
2007.
We can take pride in our performance, defeating
many of the strongest teams on our path to the final,
and out of the 15 individual games KCS played we
only dropped 4 points in total, unfortunately two of
those were in the final. Special mention has to 2009
leaver Alex Gems, who we believe made more birdies
than any other player during the week and won four
out of his first five matches; many a varsity match
surely awaits him. In reaching our second consecutive
final we, along with winners Heriots, cemented our
place as one of the best two teams in recent history.
Our pairings were Robin Clark & Ajay Patel, Alex
Gems & Peter Crowther/Michael Wale and Michael
Choong & Rupert Rea (Captain). Maybe in 2010
we’ll manage to get that one step closer and lose it in
extra holes.				
Michael Choong (2001)

Before giving you the details of the KCS team’s
results in the 2009 Grafton Morrish Competition I
should like to give you some background information
to the competition. There are 154 schools whose Old
Boys golf teams are members of the Public Schools
Old Boys Golf Association (P S O B G A). The format
of the G M competition is scratch foursomes for
three pairs of former pupils of each school. For the
qualifying rounds there are 7 regions and 106 schools
took part in this year’s competition. KCS are in the
London region and qualified top of the 19 teams.		
(GC)

On our last appearance in the Grafton Morrish
Championships we managed to reach the final only
to be beaten on the penultimate hole of the final game.
This was actually two seasons ago having failed to
even qualify in 2008. During that season our best
result was being beaten in the 2nd round of the Queen
Elizabeth Championships, hosted up in Barnton,
Edinburgh.
The draw was unfavourable to say the least, with
many of the stronger teams in our half however the
KCS team had been injected with new blood and
boasted one of the strongest squads in quite some
years. Having won our regional qualifier we were
seeded and we played Millfield in the second round,
who pushed us close in the Plate final three years ago.
After a narrow win at Brancaster, on the 17th hole,
after the opponents missed a very short putt, we played
Charterhouse, who beat us in the main draw in 2006.
Coming through unscathed we drew Aldenham,
on Saturday afternoon, an unknown quantity, with a
reputation of having the lowest aggregate handicap of
all the teams in the field. This match was a nail biter,

As well as the GM competition the society has a full
calendar of events of a more friendly nature catering
for golfers with handicaps up to the mid 20’s. In April
2009 we played a Triangular match against Raynes
Park Former Pupils (RPFP) and Old Kingstonians at
Leatherhead GC. The course was new to many of us
but we had a very enjoyable round however the Old
Kingstonians won convincingly (for revenge see later).
The society Spring Meeting was at Royal
Wimbledon GC (RWGC) in May. The competition for
the prizes was very close with Mark Francis winning
7

‘friendly’ we do, of course, try very hard to win but
have an enjoyable game too.
The first was on 22nd July against Old Whitgiftians
at Royal Wimbledon G C and in a closely contested
match the Whitgiftians just beat us 3 – 2. The second
match was against the Old Tiffinians on the 20th
August, also at R W G C, was another closely fought
event the result being a win for KCS by 3½ to 1½.
The third match was against Old Kingstonians on
the 29th September again at R W G C. I played with
Peter Taylor and we were 1 down with 2 to play and
things were not looking too good. At the 17th (135 yd
par 3) Peter hit a perfect iron off the tee to one foot
from the hole – all square. The last hole was halved
and so was our match making KCS the winners by
3½ to 1½.
Details of forthcoming fixtures can be found on the
OKC website, www.okc.org.uk.
Graham Cox (1964)
Tel: 0161 427 5930
E-mail: grahamcox@ntlworld.com

the Blades Cup for the best scratch score Ian Hay won
the Bill Cox Cup for the best stableford score and also
the nearest the Pin prize. This is the third time in a row
that Ian has won the cup so we must all try a bit harder
next year. In June, the day before Commemoration
Day, Gordon McGinn’s triangular match with a team
of Old Boys against teams of School Boys and a team
of Staff members is always a popular event. We all
had an excellent afternoon’s golf however the Boys
yet again won on the day.
The Surrey Schools Old Boys golf society annual
competition was played on the first Friday in July at
Clandon Regis GC, near Guildford, with seven teams
of six players and the best five stableford scores
counting for the Shield. Unfortunately it was not our
finest hour the winners being Old Emanuel with KCS
finishing sixth.
Chris Diacon and Peter Taylor have organised
a further four friendly matches against teams of
Old Boys playing a four ball better ball matchplay
format (with handicaps). Although these matches are

Cross Country

time in the London Marathon, James Trapmore won
the individual trophy for the staff. But it would be a
resurgent Old Boys’ team which won the team event,
with both Locks and Fitzpatrick securing the next
three positions. A big thank you to Mr Trapmore for
expertly organising the event yet again...and to Jan
Belcher, who provided the much needed assortment
of cakes and pastries afterwards!
David Lock (2006)

On a blustery and cold December morning a motley
crew of old boys, staff members and governors
gathered on Wimbledon Common to challenge the
KCS team for the Kevin Hawney Trophy. The runners
wound they way along the traditional course which
goes past the windmill, down to the Queensmere and
up across the golf course (taking in plenty of mud
along the way). Leading the way after his imperious
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121st University Golf Match (“The Varsity Match”),
Royal Porthcawl Golf Club 18th - 20th March 2010

of the day Oxford led 3 to 2, but there was all to play
for in the 36-hole singles matches the next day.
The singles commenced at 7.30 am the following
morning. Alex Gems was playing no.6 for Oxford and
Alex Silver was playing no.10 for Cambridge.
The weather: light rain, followed by a sea mist
restricting visibility to 150 yards, then a strong wind.
Oxford gained four points out of the first seven
matches in the afternoon and it was left to Alex Gems
to secure victory for Oxford which he did 4&3. The
overall winning margin was 9 to 6 in Oxford’s
favour. Unfortunately, Alex Silver did not win his
singles match but both young men revelled in the
experience of their first Varsity match and by all
accounts thoroughly enjoyed the formal dinner on the
Saturday night!
Chris Gems (1972)

The above annual match is played between Oxford
and Cambridge Universities and this year, two Old
King’s boys gained their Blues and competed in
opposing teams. Alex Gems and Alex Silver both left
the school last summer - Alex Gems is studying Maths
at Somerville College, Oxford, Alex Silver is at Jesus
College, Cambridge studying Modern Languages.
They both represented King’s in school golf matches
for a number of years and it was a natural progression
for them to play golf at University.
However it is quite an achievement for them both to
gain Blues in their Fresher year. Alex Gems plays off
2 handicap, Alex Silver off 4.
On the Thursday, two other players from each
university play against each other, foursomes in the
morning and two singles in the afternoon to see which
university pays for dinner on the Saturday night. The
Oxford pair prevailed 3/0 and Cambridge would have
to pay up, but it would not be so difficult if they could
win the match overall!
The 36-hole foursomes matches, between the two
teams of 10, started at 8am Friday morning in benign
conditions, but the weather turned to heavy rain in the
afternoon.
Alex Gems was playing in the top match for Oxford
and managed to win 6&5. Alex Silver won his match
3&2 playing with the Cambridge Captain.
The foursomes went Oxford’s way and by the end

Alex Gems (pictured left, OK 2009, Oxford)
won his match against Andrew Dinsmore
(pictured right, Cambridge) 4/3 over 36
holes - mainly in the fog and rain
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Maccabiah Games 2009

the physicality and speed that makes it stand out from
the other sports. The standard of rugby whilst we were
out there was said to be of high National Division 2
standard! Training became more intense and when
not training with the squad I was either in the gym
or doing regular runs to improve my fitness to try to
recover from a foot injury and a less than healthy gap
year. We all were desperately trying to get our bodies
ready for the rigours of playing 80 minutes of rugby in
35 to 40 degree heat and heavy humidity!
We arrived in Israel with the rest of the squad and set
about remembering why exactly we were here. Like
most of the squad, I did not consider myself religious,
I am proud to be Jewish but my real reason for coming
to Israel was to play rugby. However the ideals of the
Maccabiah Games is also to strengthen or re-connect
us with our background so the first few days were
more about looking back at our history rather than
focusing on rugby, although we managed to squeeze
a training session in every day. Amongst other places
that we visited was Yad Vashem, the Holocaust
Memorial Museum which was very humbling and
made us realise just how lucky we are to be here! We
all had links back to the Holocaust or East European
Pogroms and had made it to today through a history
of fighting to survive; my own grandparents on my
mother’s side had both survived the Nazi massacres
and Concentration Camps whilst many members of
their families had been killed as part of Hitler’s “Final
Solution.”
After the first few days of sightseeing, we settled

An unusual group of rugby players was selected
to compete for their country in July 2009 in the
Maccabiah Games in Israel. There was one slight
difference to this tour compared to any other rugby
tour. We were all Jewish!
7 of the 24 in the squad had competed for Great
Britain 4 years earlier, but for the remaining members
the idea of a Jewish rugby team was almost farcical! I
had only known one other Jew who played rugby and
that was my friend from school, Sam Rhodes (2008),
who was also selected along with Andy Cooke (1999)
who had left KCS before I arrived there but I had
met at KCS Old Boys Rugby. We turned up to trials
expecting a group of comical rugby players. However,
as soon as the squad started to become clear, it was
obvious that we had some serious talent in the group.
Not only did we have 3 professionals in the team but
we also had several premiership academy players,
numerous university 1st teamers and a Scotland age
group representative.
The more senior members of the team began
to explain just how incredible an experience the
Maccabiah Games was. The games occur every four
years and are the 3rd largest multi sport event in the
world behind the Olympics and the Commonwealth
games. It is also the 5th largest sporting event in the
world. Great Britain itself was sending a delegation of
over 500 people.
As we got closer to the games, the reality struck and
this tour was no longer a bit of a laugh. Rugby is the
most watched sport in the games out in Israel due to
10

The next day we had the opening ceremony which
was an absolute eye opener to what the Games mean
to people. There were 41,000 spectators inside the
stadium plus about 8,500 competitors; parading around
the track, it was one of the greatest experiences of my
life. I could not believe that so many people were
there to watch and support us. It made us all feel very
special and privileged to be in the situation we were
in. We spent the rest of the ceremony running around
like lunatics swapping as much kit as we could. It was
a lesson in bargaining as unfortunately Team GB’s
uniform was not the best around!
Our next game was on the Tuesday against South
Africa, the Gold medal winners of the previous
Games four years before; There was a rumour around
that they were a weaker side however we were not
going to be complacent, one thing you always get with
South Africans is a desire to win and a “never give up”
attitude. The match followed this exact trend; Once
again, we were down at the break, this time 10-6.
However just like last time we went back to basics and
started to wear down the South Africa defence before
scoring probably the try of the competition. In this
try, from the lineout the ball passed through 7 pairs of
hands without the opposition touching it, and 6 pairs
of those hands were aged 18 or 19 – we youngsters
had showed our worth! We won the game 19-10 but
were never really troubled. We knew exactly what
we were doing and in all honesty should have won
by more. We now had qualified as winner of our pool
and had played two of the toughest matches in the
whole competition. The team was getting better by the
game and our confidence in each other was growing
massively. The press were now beginning to take a
real interest in what they originally thought were the
underdogs and we were determined to prove them
wrong.
The next match was the Semi final against the much
fancied USA team who had seen off their first two
opposition teams in their pool with relative ease. The
game was not until the Sunday so for the next few
days we could really start to enjoy ourselves. We let
our battered bodies have a day off from our training
regime as the reality of playing 2 games in 3 days set
in! I saw my mum and brother and also had a meal
with other family members for Friday night.
One of the most memorable moments of the tour
was in fact nothing to do with rugby! It involved the six
members of the team and coaching staff who had not
been Bar Mitzvah’d when they were 13 all deciding to

back into tour mentality. Our training became more
intense and our first game against Australia was
nearing rapidly. Over the couple of days that we spent
together it became clear that we were developing
rapidly as a team. We were very united and proud
to be representing our country and determined to do
ourselves justice.
Interestingly Great Britain had come 4th four
years earlier and the press knew we had lost a lot of
those players and were now the youngest side in the
competition and also that we had not had much time
being coached, so we were not regarded highly.
The Australia game was on the Sunday and I was
understandably terrified, firstly, we were playing adult
rugby against a team that contained some ex Super
12 players and secondly the majority of the Australian
squad had played together for the last 3 years as
they had set up their own team in Sydney. They had
also had the help of a coach called Bob Dwyer who
coached Australia to the Rugby World Cup in 1999!

Andy Cooke hands off the Australian
Outside Centre

With all these dynamics, we were facing a very strong
team. A physical first half in which we defended for
the majority of the time presented the scores at 3-0 to
Australia at the turn. However, we were not panicking,
our senior players were calm and insisted we go back
to basic rugby and play in their half. We did this
with great precision and at the end of the game had
pummelled them up front and earned a deserved 16-6
victory. We were absolutely thrilled, having come
together properly only 1 week before the competition
we had moulded into a determined and hard edged
team. For me it was the most physical game of rugby
I had played. Every tackle, ruck and run meant getting
absolutely smashed by the opposition, but of course,
I loved every moment of it and pleasingly, they never
once got through our line!
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gold was a possible target so to be in the situation we
were in was a dream come true.
The final was against Australia who we had beaten
in our first game. In all honesty, we did not want to
play them again. I personally do not like playing the
same team twice; they know your strengths and tactics
and can practice to diffuse them. Australia had also,
despite being beaten by 10 points, been a very strong
team and we were perhaps lucky to have won by the
margin that we did.
Everyone was very nervous leading up to the
game. For the younger guys such as myself,
this was the biggest game of our lives. I have
played at a very high level in school age group
rugby but this final meant a lot more than that.
It was about the bond formed between the 24
members of team GB together with our coaches
and management. We had come together from
all walks of life and within 2 weeks we were
suddenly best friends! We were determined to
win gold, not just for the medal, but for each
other.
We arrived at the stadium to find a good
The GB Rugby squad in front of the Western Wall after 6
couple of thousand already watching the 3rd
were BarMitzvahed
place playoff. Everyone was very emotional
before the game especially as this would be the
Mitzvah was quite moving as it brought the whole
last time a few of the squad would ever compete at
squad together in what were somewhat surreal scenes
the Maccabiah Games. Things started badly, the
but also highlighted our roots and religion which was
Australians got to the stadium a little earlier than us
a good contrast compared to the focus on rugby over
and claimed the changing room with our name on it
the last couple of days.
(this was the only air conditioned changing room).
Our build up to the USA game was not perfect. In
So we changed in a room that was about 40 degrees
all honesty we were perhaps a little over confident
Celsius.
because of the extra interest from the press. We had no
Despite our will to win, our nerves and ill discipline
grounds for this as the USA were favourites. Despite
cost us dear in the first half. We were 16-3 down and
not being a great rugby nation, they are improving all
facing a massive test to try to get back in the game.
the time and rugby in university is growing massively.
We made some tactical substitutions at half time and
In fact, in their squad, they had 3 US sevens players
changed the game plan a little. As the clock wore on we
and 2 ex international players. They were big, strong,
began to claw back at the Aussie lead, knocking over
fit and fast like all US athletes. However our one
a couple of penalties and a drop goal. Desperate for a
advantage was that we had played rugby from an
try, we lay siege to the Aussie line and were eventually
early age. We knew if we could disrupt their game
rewarded after some strong forward pressure. 19-16
plan, they would not know how to react. The game
was the score with 1 minute to go. A penalty would
was a master class in game control; every member of
take us to extra time and a try would win it. We
the team played their part in our 16-3 victory and we
received the ball in our 22 and started to work our way
now knew that gold was a realistic possibility.
up the field but a stray knock on handed possession
At the beginning of the tour we set ourselves some
back to the Australians with no time left. They kicked
goals. Not only did we agree to enjoy ourselves and
the ball out and the final whistle sounded.
get as much out of the experience as we could, but
I had talked with my friend from school, Sam,
we agreed we would do everything we could to get a
about what this tournament meant to us and did it
medal. At the time I don’t think any of us believed that
go through a short Bar-Mitzvah ceremony in Jerusalem
at the Western Wall. This was particularly meaningful
for me as two of the people being Bar-mitzvahed were
Sam Rhodes and Andy Cooke (my two KCS pals).
Many of them led a totally secular life back home but
the experience in Israel made them want to get closer
to their background. The whole squad and some family
members attended and the occasion stirred up a lot of
news in the press with the TV cameras and National
newspaper Ha’aretz and Jewish Chronicle travelling
on the coach with us and reporting the event. The Bar
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mean more than school rugby, even though at school
we were playing with all our friends. I said I would
answer his question after the final whistle. My answer
was yes, it did mean more. I cannot put my finger on
exactly why, other than what we had gone through in
2 weeks was something that many people will never
have the opportunity to do and also, of course, we all

and to have done it with such a great group of guys
made it that much better.
Despite the loss we were not disappointed for
long; we were delighted to have got a silver medal,
something that as mentioned earlier seemed a distant
thought when we first arrived. We partied for 36 hours
continuously, stopping briefly for a couple of hours
sleep before the squad departed for the UK and their
respective lives.
We are all home now and getting on with life but no
one involved will ever forget what we achieved out in
Israel in the summer of 2009. I have made friends that
I intend to keep in contact with for the rest of my life.
None of what was achieved would have been possible
without all the squad, every member including the
coaches, our manager and our physiotherapist and last
but not least the help and support we received from
friends, family, travelling supporters and of course our
various generous sponsors. In four years time we will
be back and it will be a different colour medal that we
hope to come back with.
Guy Tyler (2008)

The team celebrate their medal performance

had a special bond, we all had a Jewish background.
I was honoured to have made it to the final, to have
played in all 4 of our matches (as did Andy and Sam),

Tennis
The main activity of the
Old Boys Tennis Club is the
D’Abernon Cup competition,
in which I am pleased to say
we again managed to reach
the final.
As last years beaten finalists
we were automatically seeded
through to the quarterfinals where we played Old
Georgians who amongst
others
included
Danny
Sapsford, the former British
Davis Cup player, in their
side. Despite that I am pleased
to be able to say we secured a
reasonably comfortable 3-1
victory against them. This
then moved us on into the
semi-finals where we played

UCSOB who of course won
the competition many times
in the 60’s and 70’s, these
days they are not quite the
force they used to be and we
had a very strong side out on
the day and were comfortable
4-0 winners.
The final, played at the
All England Club, saw
Old
Bromsgrovians
as
new finalists making an
appearance for the first
time, unfortunately our team
plans were disrupted on the
Thursday before the final
when Joe Salisbury had to
pull out with a back injury. It
is questionable now whether
Joe or Blake Hutchins is our
number one player, but to
lose one of our first pair was
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quite a big blow and clearly
had an impact on the result
of the match which we lost
6-3. The final was actually a
pretty close affair with the
score being three matches
each after the first two
rounds, regretfully we lost
all three matches in the final
round although two of these
were in third set tie-breaks
so the result could quite
easily have gone our way.
We will be entering the
D’Abernon Cup again this
year and after being losing
finalists for the last two years
hope to get back to winning
ways and make it third time
lucky.
Chris Diacon (1965)

2009 Leavers’ Barbecue
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Old Boys Fencing Club

years at Warwick University Alex Harlock regularly
represented the University who won their regional
British University fencing league this year. Paul
Engham (inset year of leaving) recently came 2nd
in the Royal Navy Epee championships and is still
complaining that he should have won it.
Old Boy fencers are encouraged to get in touch with
the Club Secretary, David Tilles, and to note in their
diaries this year’s match against the School on 19 June
2010.
David Tilles (1971)
E-mail: david.tilles@mondrian.com

The annual Old Boys match against the School took
place on 20th June 2009. The Old Boys were able to
field a strong epee team of Tom Cadman (1998), Nick
Perry (2003), Alp Orge (1995), Tom Milner (2004),
Mike Hazelwood (2008) and Richard Elks ((1998)
while the school was able to field five epeeists . The
match was organised as a pool unique where the 11
fencers all fought individual boats against each other.
45 bouts later, the end result was a victory by the
Old Boys against the School by 25 – 5, plus many
aching joints and limbs.
In addition, Alex Harlock
(2005) and Alex Carroll
(2005) concentrated on
sabre in a friendly match
against the School.
In terms of individual
news over the last
year it is pleasing to
see so many Old Boys
enjoying their fencing
and achieving excellent
competitive results: John
Troiano (1976) became
European Veterans (5059) Foil Champion,
winning the Veteran’s
Foil Championships in
Hungary in May 2009
(see picture) at the tender
age of twice times five
squared. Tom Cadman
continues to rank in the
top two British epeeists
and regularly represent
great British at individual
and team events around
world. Nick Perry is
currently ranked 9th in the
GB Epee rankings as well
as playing football for the
Old Boys. In May, Tom
Milner managed to break
away from the world of
Investment Banking to
return to Oxford to fence
in the Oxford Old Blues
match. Over this three
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News Of Old Boys
Letters containing your news for inclusion in this section are always welcome, and should be sent to the
Hon Secretary or e-mailed to okc@kcs.org.uk.
Since retiring, Terence Cudbird (1963) has completed a 4,000 mile walk around the circumference of
France. He describes his journey on his website www.walkingaroundfrance.com.
Conor O’Neill (1999) is still serving in the Royal Navy. He navigated the frigate HMS CHATHAM on
operations in the Gulf during 2008, and took Command of the patrol boat HMS TRACKER and Oxford
University Royal Naval Unit in September 2009. For around two years he will split his time between the
unit in Oxford and ship in Portsmouth.
George Woudhuysen (2008) reached the final of this year’s University Challenge as captain of the St
John’s, Oxford team.
Nadhim Zahawi (1985), a member of the Conservative Party, was elected MP for Stratford-on-Avon
in the General Election in May.

DEATHS

It is with regret that we have to report the following deaths.
D W Batten (1945)
Lt P Mervis (2000)
W Brown (1964)
P W Naylor (1971)
J K Campbell (1941)
Prof D L Nokes (1965)
H J Cook (1956)
A duG Pasley (1948)
N M Davies (1967)

I M J Perry (1948)
Major J M Gibson-Horrocks (1938)
Major K Peter (1936)
Rt Revd D Halsey (1935)
G W Rose (1934)
C H Henn (1949)
M C Ross (1955)
P J C Kefford (JS 1949)
J V G Russell (1954)

Obituaries

Lt PAUL MERVIS (2000) of the 2nd Battalion,
the Rifles, was killed in action on 12th June 2009 near
Sangin, northern Helmand Province, Afghanistan, as a
result of an explosion which took place whilst he was
on foot patrol.
A full obituary, together with tributes from a number
of his colleagues, can be found on the Ministry of
Defence website. We publish here the following
tribute which we have received from his friend Patrick
Nathanson (2000).
Things were never quiet, or dull, when Paul was
around.
His trademark beaming grin, invariably accompanied
by that cackle and a sweaty bear-hug, set the tone as
the idlest of pints in a tucked away bar would turn into
a fierce debate on UK politics, the Middle East, Iraq,
South African sport…Paul’s hungry curiosity provoked
interest in a bafflingly wide range of subjects.
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R B G Kefford (1954)
W Stephens (former staff)
A M Lea (former staff)
A R Stevens (1930)
R Lowndes (1946)
J H Waterson (1930)
D W Mattocks (1944)
R Wort (former staff)
A D Mercer (1924)

He wasn’t always right (as we would enjoy
reminding him) but who cared when arguing was so
much fun?
Paul was that rarest and most treasured of friends
– tough and sensitive, a column of strength in dark
times, the first to delight in his pals’ achievements
when all went well. He’d be bursting with pride at our
successes and ready to advise, cajole and encourage
amidst uncertainty and worry.
Cheeky, boisterous and bright, Paul did not have
the easiest of relationships with the School, despite
the fact that his mischief never carried an ounce of
malice. With a sharp sense of loyalty and justice,
he was far happier smoking cigarettes and reading
philosophy books in cafes than toeing the party line in
class. His appetite for learning took him way beyond
the boundaries of the curriculum.
After finishing school his true potential began to be
harnessed, as he blossomed into a confident and selfassured young man.
He spent time working at the prestigious current
affairs magazine ‘The Week’ before deciding to fulfil
his ambition to join the army.
Paul relished the camaraderie of the armed forces
and excelled, commanding the love and respect of his
men. Physically, he was at his peak. The smile and
laugh were the same, but the bear-hug took on chesttightening proportions.
We were all going to grow old together – the
barbeques, stag-dos, weddings, kids, the celebrations
and disappointments. We’ll miss him desperately.

Scholarship into the Senior School in 1936. He had a
distinguished career in the School, in both academic
and sporting pursuits, becoming Captain of Boarders
House and Head Boy of the School, Captain of the 1st
XV, and gaining a scholarship to Pembroke College
Cambridge to read Economics.
His studies at Cambridge were interrupted by War
Service in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, and Greece, as an
Officer in the Middlesex Regiment, followed by two
years suffering from tuberculosis. On resuming his
studies he changed from Economics to Archaeology
and Anthropology, graduating in 1953. He then moved
to Oxford, gaining a Doctorate in Anthropology,
during which time his field studies were undertaken
in Northern Greece.
He was the author of a number of works, firstly on
the community in which he conducted his field work,
and later on the modern history of Greece. He was
a Research Fellow, then a Fellow of St. Antony’s
College Oxford, and served successively as Senior
Tutor, Sub-Warden, and Member of the Governing
Body of the College.
He is survived by his wife, Sheila, and their three
daughters.
HOWARD JAMES (JIMMY) COOK (1956)
died on 26th July 2009, just eight days short of
reaching the age of 70. Jimmy started in the first form
of the Junior School in 1948, and left after his final
year in the Upper Fifth in the Senior School. In the
Junior School he quickly established himself as an
accomplished sportsman, excelling in both cricket and
hockey, and in the Senior School he was a member of
both the 1st cricket and hockey teams.
Jimmy went on to captain the Surrey Young
Amateurs at cricket, and during his National Service
in the Royal Engineers he excelled at cricket and
hockey for the Army. On leaving the Army he trained
as a Chartered Surveyor, but soon left this for the
worlds of publishing and advertising.

WILLIAM BROWN (1964) died in 2009. He came
to King’s from Dulwich College Preparatory School
in 1961, and left in 1964 to go to the College of Law at
Lancaster Gate. Later he read Philosophy at Birkbeck
College, and studied for an LLM at Exeter University.
He was then articled to a firm of solicitors, and in the
late seventies moved to the Solicitors Department
of the London Borough of Ealing. Subsequently he
taught at Ealing Law School. He is survived by his
wife Helen.

NICOLAS MALDWYN DAVIES (1967) died
suddenly of a heart attack on 4th October 2009, aged
60. Nic Davies was born in Wales, though he left as a
small child when his father’s work as a civil servant
brought him to London, and he claimed to be Welsh

JOHN KENNEDY CAMPBELL (1941), who
died on 5th September 2009, started at King’s in
the Junior School, and gained a KCS Entrance
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only when Rugby matches were on. He was in both
the Junior and Senior Schools, spending some time
as a boarder when his father’s job moved the family
to Cyprus.
After leaving school, he trained as a solicitor in
London, and then spent the rest of his career in practice
in Bedford, latterly with the firm of Woodfines, which
he helped to found. He served a term in the chair of the
Bedford Law Society, and retired as a partner, to become
a consultant, a couple of years before his death.
His main activity at school was athletics, though
in later life he followed Rugby, particularly Bedford
Blues, at whose ground his memorial was held in the
fashion he would have wished. He married Jo, whom
he met when they were law students, and before the
marriage was dissolved, they had one daughter, who
has survived him, as has his partner Bronwen.
Stephen J S Hart (1967)

Country Life, and published several books on garden
design. He was also one of the four principal judges
for the Royal Horticultural Society Chelsea Flower
Show gardens.
For the last 20 years of his life Anthony divided
his time between homes in Tunbridge Wells and in
Scotland, where he became an enthusiastic member,
and for many years President, of the Paisley Society.
Obituary prepared from material kindly supplied by
The Much Hon D W Paisley of Westerley.
Major
JOHN
MICHAEL
GIBSONHORROCKS MBE (1937) died on 27th September
2009 in Italy
aged
89.
Michael was in
both the Junior
and
Senior
schools. In his
final year he
was an NCO
in the School
Corps, and a
member of the
Tennis VI and
the PT Squad.
He will be remembered by many much younger
Old Boys as having taken part in the School’s Act of
Remembrance for many years.
On leaving School he worked as an optician before
joining the Army in 1939. After Sandhurst he served
in the war and reached the substantive rank of Major
in the Royal Fusiliers. He was thrown into the horrors
of war in Scotland when an exercise went tragically
wrong as an artillery barrage fell on his troops.
North Africa with the First Army brought him to
the real war when he was captured near Tunis after
another artillery barrage had gone wrong. Famously,
more recently, he retold the tale on national TV of his
escape from the prison camp. He stole an ambulance
and drove through the camp gates but things got
really dangerous when he drove through the British
Lines under fire from his own Fusiliers. He was twice
injured in Italy and through his life he bravely ignored
the pain he was never without. My most poignant
memory is when I went with him to Monte Cassino
and I can see him now walking through the lines of

ANTHONY DU GARD PASLEY (1948), who
died on 2nd October 2009, aged 80, was one of the
top
garden
designers and
landscape
architects
in
England.
Anthony
was a pupil at
King’s in both
the Junior and
Senior schools.
On leaving he
did his National
Service in the
RASC
(now
the Royal Corps of Transport). After this he broke
with the family tradition of Engineering by choosing
a horticultural profession. He became a paying pupil
of the landscape architect Brenda Colvin, then moved
to the office of Colvin and Sylvia Crowe, eventually
becoming the first associate of Sylvia Crowe
Associates, a practice involved in work on the gardens
of new towns and major engineering projects.
Eventually he set up his own practice as a garden
designer. He became Senior Lecturer at the English
Garden School, Chelsea, and lectured widely in both
the UK and Europe. He was a regular contributer to
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graves of his comrades overlooked by the Monastery.
He had returned there every year since the War.
He played with the OK Golf Society for many
years and was a member at Royal Wimbledon and
Royal Porthcawl Golf Clubs. As a golfer he was an
indomitable opponent and he was at his best when a
cold wind and rainstorms swept the links.
He qualified as an optometrist in 1947 and had a
practice in Chiswick. He later founded a practice in
the West End, in St James Street, where among others
he attended to members of the households of Clarence
House and Buckingham Palace.
He was a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company
of Spectacle-Makers. He was awarded the MBE for
services to the Royal Fusiliers Association in 2002.
He leaves a son James (OK), a daughter Diana, a
step daughter Dorothy and twin grandchildren David
and Joanna.
Nigel Gibson-Horrocks (1949)

the Senior School. He distinguished himself both
athletically, gaining the Victor Ludorum, and
academically, winning a scholarship in Natural
Sciences to Queen’s College Oxford. He was
awarded a first-class honours degree in Physics, and
subsequently entered the Civil Service as a Scientific
Officer in the War Office. His notable career in the
Service culminated in his appointment as Under
Secretary in the Defence Ministry.
Dr ARTHUR LEA, who died on 23rd December
2009 aged 86, was a Physics teacher at KCS from
1957 to 1964.
Educated at Tonbridge School, Arthur entered
Cambridge University soon after the start of the World
War II. He became a third-generation Caius man,
following in the footsteps of his grandfather, Arthur
Sheridan Lea FRS, a Fellow of the College, and his
father Max Lea. At the end of his second year he was
called up, and joined the Royal Signals. He saw service
in India, working on radio communications between
army bases. After the war he returned to Cambridge to
complete his studies, graduating in 1947.
After a spell working at Macmillans, the publishers,
as an Assistant Editor of Nature, he came to King’s.
A man of wide interests, he will be remembered
for his friendly and relaxed manner, and his skill in
devising practical demonstrations to illustrate physical
principles using simple apparatus.
Arthur left King’s to take up a post in adult education
at Norwood Technical College, where he remained
until retirement. He was able to spend some time on
research, and remarkably gained his Ph D from Brunel
University when in his sixties. He is survived by his
wife Mila, and his daughters, Monica and Ursula.

RT REVD DAVID HALSEY (1935), formerly
Bishop of Carlisle, died on 16th May 2009. He
came to King’s from Shrewsbury House School, and
distinguished himself in Rugby, becoming a member
of the 1st XV in his final year.
On leaving School he went to King’s College London
to read Theology, and then to Wells Theological
College. Ordained in 1942, he was appointed Curate
at Petersfield. Then two years as a Chaplain in the
RNVR were followed by appointments as Curate of
St Andrew, Plymouth 1947-1950, Vicar of Netheravon
1950-1953, Vicar of St Stephen, Chatham 1953-1962,
Vicar, and later Archdeacon of Bromley 1962-1968,
and Suffragan Bishop of Tonbridge 1968-1972.
His final church appointment was as Lord Bishop
of Carlisle, which post he held from 1972 until his
retirement in 1989.
Bishop Halsey’s contribution to the Church has
been described as solid rather than spectacular,
and marked by care and thoughtfulness in pastoral
matters. He is survived by his wife, Rachel, and their
four daughters.

DONALD WILLIAM MATTOCKS (1944) died
on 24th July 2009. He came to King’s from Birnam
School in 1938. A good sportsman, he captained
the Boarders House Junior XV in 1940-1941 and
by the end of his time at the School was a Prefect, a
member of the 1st XV Rugby team, the Tennis VI, and
Secretary of the Athletics Team. On leaving school
he was commissioned as Sub Lt in the RNVR, and
served in the Mediterranean.
After Naval Service he joined the family firm

CHARLES HENN (1949) died on Christmas
Eve 2009. He came first to the Junior School and
subsequently gained an entrance scholarship to
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Mattocks Scales, selling weighing equipment to
shops throughout south London. He became an active
member of Wimbledon Round Table. Following
the changes in shopping patterns he turned to other
business opportunities, including the conversion of
his old premises to student flats.
He is survived by his two daughters, Sara and Zia.

arthritis, which
made walking
difficult
and
painful,
he
nevertheless
made excellent
academic
progress
t h r o u g h
the
School
and,
under
Frank Miles’
remarkable
tutelage, gained
a scholarship
to Christ’s College Cambridge. He graduated with a
first-class honours BA in English in 1969, followed
by a PhD in 1974. He became a Lecturer in English
at King’s College London where he remained for the
rest of his working life, becoming Reader in 1986 and
Professor of English Literature in 1998.
David’s main interests lay in the 18th century, and
in creative writing. He wrote four highly-acclaimed
biographies, Jonathan Swift: A Hypocrite Reversed
(1985); John Gay: A Profession of Friendship (1995);
Jane Austen: A Life (1997); and Samuel Johnson: A
Life (2009), the last-named published to great critical
acclaim shortly before he died. In addition he wrote
several novels, and a number of scripts for television
adaptation of novels for the BBC.
Obituaries in The Times and The Guardian show
David Nokes to have been one of the greatest
academic scholars amongst the Old Boys of KCS in
recent times. He is survived by his wife Marie, and
their daughter Imogen.

PHILIP WILLIAM NAYLOR (1971) died on
26th January 2009, at the early age of 55. Philip was
a larger-than-life character who after leaving King’s
went on to obtain a degree in Business Management
and enjoyed a brief spell working in the accounts
department of Rosser and Russell, the family
engineering business. However, his interpersonal and
communication skills were more suited to his chosen
flamboyant, extrovert lifestyle and he succeeded
more in the worlds of public relations and the arts,
notably in interior design and residential building
refurbishment.
He created an eclectic country house ambiance as
owner and manager of the Ladycross Estate in the
New Forest close to Brockenhurst. He collected both
exotic animals and loyal supporters to create a holiday
destination business which he ran for over ten years
before retiring in 1999 to his much-loved cottage
retreat near Lymington.
Philip spent his last years in the New Forest
involved in charity work and helping elderly and
disabled people. Any remaining time and energy were
devoted to providing support and contact to a wide
network of friends and family who miss his generosity
and attention greatly.
In February a Service of Remembrance for Philip
was held at Beaulieu Abbey and such was his
popularity in the community that several hundred
people attended a moving celebration of his life and
gave thanks for the comfort and joy he brought to so
many people.
John Naylor (1961)

Major KENNETH PETER (1936) died on 2nd
March 2010, aged 90. Kenneth was born in West
Wimbledon, the youngest son of a railway engineer.
He came to the Junior School in 1930 and won a
scholarship to the Senior School School in 1933.
Commissioned into the Royal Artillery in 1940, he
saw active service with the 1st Army in North Africa
and then in Italy where he acted as a forward observer.
After convalescence from wounds received at Monte
Cassino in 1944, he was posted to Greece and obtained
his Regular commission in 1945. After the war he

Professor DAVID NOKES (1965) who died
on 19th November 2009 aged 61, was Professor
of English Literature at King’s College London,
renowned for both his writing and his scholarship.
Handicapped from the effects of juvenile rheumatoid
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served in the UK, Italy, Palestine, Egypt, Austria,
Germany, USA and attended Army Staff College.
His
varied
roles included
G u n n e r y
Instructor,
observer at the
nuclear
tests
in
Australia,
B a t t e r y
Commander
of “Z” battery
(58 Medium
Regiment), and
Psychological
Operations. He
was awarded a diploma by the United States Army
Special Warfare School at Fort Bragg.
He retired from the Army in 1964 and applied to
enter the Administrative Class of the Civil Service
coming second out of nine hundred applicants. First
as Principal and then Assistant Secretary in the
Department of Transport, he chaired working parties
on major infrastructure projects such as the Heathrow
extension, Jubilee Line and Newcastle Metro, and took
an OU degree. In 1976 he was appointed Chairman of
Traffic Commissioners for Eastern England and East
Midlands before taking up a part-time role as a lay
member of the Transport Tribunal, finally retiring at
the age of 72.
He married Margaret Kennedy Patton in 1945 (d.
1998) and Doris Edna Shiels (née Best) in 2004 (d.
2006). He is survived by his son, Anthony.
Anthony Peter

Dunkirk, the Normandy landings and onto Berlin in
1945, becoming Lt Colonel, and being awarded the
OBE in June 1945.
After the war he rejoined the Motor Industry. In
1951 he became Assistant Director in the Ministry
of Supply, and in 1954 Works Manager of the
Austin Motor Company. He then spent the rest of
his working life in the motor industry, as Deputy
Managing Director, Fisher and Ludlow, Director
of Planning, British Motor Corporation, and finally
Director of Overseas Manufacturing, British Leyland
International. He retired in 1977, and became an
active voluntary worker for the disabled, and many
other local charities.
Geoffrey was happily married for almost 60 years
and was succeeded by 3 sons, together with their
wives and 7 grandchildren.
During his retirement Geoffrey made several visits
to his old School, together with his friend and fellow
1933-34 prefect Colin Campbell, whose obituary he
wrote for the OKC Newsletter in 2004.
MICHAEL COSBIE ROSS (1955) died on 12th
June 2009. At school he had wide interests, including
the Boat Club and the Film Production Unit, and
especially the School Corps. He left at the end of his
Lower Sixth form year to take up a military career,
and was commissioned as an officer in the Somerset
Light Infantry in 1956. He subsequently saw service
in Malta and Cyprus.
On leaving the Army he joined the Territorial Army,
and began a career in business. He started a water
treatment engineering company, wrote technical
manuals, and in later life, as Avonworld Books, he
and his wife dealt in antiquarian and second-hand
books, particularly those of John Buchan. He was
active in the Order of St John in Somerset, becoming
Commander of St John’s Ambulance, and later
Chairman of Council.

GEOFFREY ROSE OBE, TD (1934) died on 9th
July 2009, aged 93. Geoffrey came to King’s from the
Junior School in 1929, and quickly established himself
as an all-round sportsman. He rose to the position of
School Prefect and Captain of East House, and was
CSM in the Corps and a member of the 2nd XV rugby
and 2nd XI cricket teams.
On leaving School Geoffrey qualified as a
Mechanical Engineer. Having been enthused by the
School Corps he joined the Territorial Army and was
called up at the outbreak of the Second World War,
joining what later became REME. He fought through

JOHN RUSSELL (1954) died suddenly of heart
failure on 6th October 2009 in his beloved Cyprus
after being diagnosed with cancer earlier in the year.
A born actor, he arrived at King’s already knowing
what career he wanted. It was a major put down after
he revealed his dream of treading the boards, to be
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told ‘well we’ll soon knock that out of you’.
As director to the “select” society of the School
Stage Staff, he managed a dedicated team of workers
behind the scenes of several school plays, and also
acted in the “naughty” parts both at school and in
several local Dramatic Societies. As a final curtain
call for the school comedy play ”London Assurance”,
in which he played Solomon Isaacs, the stage staff
performed an impressive rapid scene change, from
a garden to an interior while the curtain was raised,
under his command.
He proudly achieved a place at the Royal Academy
of Dramatic Arts (RADA), and finally into a career in
broadcasting.
He first joined Forces Broadcasting Service (now
British Forces Broadcasting Service) as a National
Service Soldier. He was sent at the age of 19 from
his posting in Jordan to the Cyprus radio station as an
announcer. At the height of the EOKA protest against
British rule, it was a dangerous place to be and he sat
with a pile of records on one side of him and a loaded
.38 revolver on the other. He managed to escape one
assassination attempt and one ambush unscathed.
But his stint with forces broadcasting had changed
his intention to return to acting, as he had fallen in
love with radio. On leaving the army he joined the
BBC as a Studio Manager and sound effects man and
worked on a number of light entertainment comedy
shows as well as radio drama including soap operas.
He decided to leave the BBC and rejoined FBS as
a civilian announcer and was once again in Cyprus
in time to be involved in the broadcast coverage of
Independence Day in 1960.
He was rapidly promoted and was the Boss of his
first radio station in Malta whilst still in his twenties.
He moved to Germany, the jewel in the BFBS crown,
and was credited with changing the entire output of a
station that had become stuck in a time warp. It was
then back to Cyprus where he read about the upcoming
launch of commercial radio. He discovered that his
considerable knowledge and experience was much in
demand and, returning to the UK in 1973, he became
a founder director of BRMB, the commercial station
in Birmingham, and its first programme director
responsible for its early sound and successes.
He later broadened his career into the training
field, providing media training to business and other
professionals, as well as to the radio industry firstly

at the National Broadcasting School in London and
then for nearly 30 years to the Radio Netherlands
International Training Centre in Holland, teaching
broadcasters from around the world.
When classic FM launched in 1992, he retuned to
the airwaves with “Book Browse”, a weekly book
review and interview programme with wide ranging
celebrity guests.
His wife Sue, with whom he moved to Cyprus in 2001,
and three children, Damon, Natasha and Benjamin,
survive him. Many members of the broadcasting
fraternity gave moving tributes and appreciation at his
memorial Service in Birmingham. He was buried in the
Greek Orthodox Cemetery in his village, something of
an honour for someone outside the faith.
Keith Bennett (1954)
WESLEY STEPHENS died on 21st June 2009. A
teacher of French, he was a member of the Junior School
staff from Autumn 1955 until Summer 1962, when he
left to take up a teaching position in a senior school.
RICHARD WORT (Hon Life), who died in
December 2009, age 93, taught Mathematics at KCS
from 1954 to 1976, a period of 22 years.
Richard was educated at Marlborough College,
and King’s College Cambridge, graduating in 1939.
Already an officer in the Territorial Army, he was
then commissioned in the Wiltshire Regiment.
After training he saw service in India as Captain at
GHQ Simla, responsible for the treatment of enemy
prisoners of war held in India. He returned to England
in 1946, with the rank of Major, and the award of the
Territorial Decoration.
He took the Diploma of Education course of London
University and joined the Tanganyika Education
Department, becoming Headmaster of a large
Government Secondary School. In 1950 he returned
to teach Mathematics at Elizabeth College Guernsey,
and in 1954 was appointed to the staff at King’s.
Richard was a man of wide interests including
Astronomy, the preservation of the historic site at
Stonehenge (as a child he lived close to the site) and,
as a member of the Royal Institution, many aspects
of Science.
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The Old Boys giving a spirited performance during the race vs the School on 13th Dec
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Annual General Meeting

With regard to OKC Activities, the School held
a Gaudy on 21st March for leavers up to and
including 1955. 144 OKs attended, the largest
Gaudy to date, and after lunch the Head Master
gave a thought-provoking speech alluding to the
School’s rich history and outlining the challenges
of the future. He did not, however, make a direct
appeal for donations to the School and I know
that this was much appreciated by those present.
The day concluded with a rousing rendition of the
School song, ‘To the roof that rises o’er us’. This
was lead by Nived Lobo (tenor), who had just been
awarded a choral scholarship to Clare College,
Cambridge, and was accompanied on the piano by
Ronnie Krippner, the School organist.
This year’s Gaudy will be on 8th May and will
be for those who left between 1956 and 1970.

The Annual General Meeting was held at 11.30 am
on Saturday 30th January 2010 in Collyer Hall.
Present:
The President
C Taylor
Chairman		
HMG King
Hon. Secretary
JDE Hamilton
and about 20 members.
Apologies for absence were received from P J
Grant, A D Hein and R M Reeve.

1. THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS
AGM, held on 31st January 2009 were circulated

in Newsletter No. 115, June 2009, centre pull-out,
and copies were available at the meeting Tony
Stokes proposed and Richard Armitage seconded
that they be approved. All agreed and they were
signed by the President.

Robert (Bob) Lowndes, who died on 9th January
this year aged 81, was a member of the Management
Board of the Benevolent Fund and was a former
captain of the Old Boys Rugby Club.

On 12th May the annual Careers Evening was
held for some 140 boys in the Lower Sixth form. A
large number of Old Boys as well as some parents
or other contacts were involved as Careers Advisors
who provided one-to-one interviews, each boy
being able to chose two occupations.
The evening was, as always, superbly organised
by Gordon Robson who has finally decided to retire
from organising the Careers Evening. As a mark
of the OK Club’s appreciation, he was presented
with an engraved tankard at the annual dinner.
Alex Malmaeus has taken over as Careers Evening
organiser but no doubt he will be able to call upon
Gordon’s advice if needed. The Careers Evening
will be held on 11th May this year.
It will be a busy time for Alex as he is going
to be installed as Master of the King’s Lodge in
April. The Lodge is still very active and has over
40 members.

Tragically another OK, Lieutenant Paul Mervis
of the 2nd Battalion, The Rifles, was killed on
12th June by an explosion whilst on foot patrol in
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Paul was 27 and
had been at King’s for 10 years, leaving in 2000. An
informal reception in his memory was held at the
School on Wednesday when his family could see
the newly-installed plaque on the War Memorial in
the Great Hall.

Commemoration Day was held on 20th June. The
School provided a large tent which was shared by
the OK Club and the Friends of KCS and the Club
exhibited a number of photographs and posters
showing its activities. Unfortunately the number
of Old Boys visiting the tent was very poor and at
this year’s Commemoration Day on 19th June the
School will probably revert to providing a tent on
the lawn of the Lodge.

2. HON. SECRETARY’S REPORT

Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have
pleasure in presenting my report.
I am very sorry to report the death of two of our
members who have been prominent in OK affairs.
Major Michael Gibson-Horrocks, who died on 27th
September aged 88, declaimed the Binyon words
at the School’s annual Remembrance Service for
many years. Michael was awarded the MBE in
2002 for services to the Fusiliers Association.
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School took place on 20th June when the Club’s
strong epee team were victorious. John Troiano
became European Veterans Foil Champion winning
the Veterans Foil Championships in Hungary in
May whilst Tom Cadman continues to rank in the
top two British epeeists and regularly represents
Great Britain at individual and team events around
the world.

The immediate past Captain of the School had
suggested contacting his contemporaries and
inviting them to a BBQ. The School thought that
this was an excellent idea and the BBQ was held
on 16th September in the International Court
and proved extremely successful with some 90
attending.
The Annual Dinner was held at the School on 20th
November, the enjoyable meal being provided
by Janet Belcher and the School catering staff
and Cavan Taylor, President of the Old King’s
Club, was in the Chair. 123 members and guests,
including a number of teachers and the Captain
and Vice-captain of the School, heard Andrew
Halls, the Head Master, propose the toast to the Old
King’s Club to which the guest speaker, Christoffer
van Tulleken (1996), made an excellent reply in
proposing the toast to the School. This was the last
Dinner that Jan will provide for the OK Club as she
retires at the end of the summer term. We shall miss
her and wish her a happy and long retirement with
very grateful thanks for all that she has done for
the OKC. This year’s Dinner will be on Friday 19th
November.

The Rugby Club has over 100 playing members
and continues to attract recent leavers and regularly
puts out 3 teams. The 1st XV is currently seventh of
12 in London 2SE which is Level 7 of 12 levels in
the RFU English Clubs Championship and has more
OKs in the team than for many seasons. Just before
Christmas the 1st XV had an incredible 56 points to
55 victory in the League over Old Reigatians, 15 of
the squad for that game being OKs.
There are about 450 playing members in the
Mini (Under 6 to Under 12) and Junior (Under 13
to Under 17) sections and the Under 13s, 14s and
15s all play in Surrey Division 1. The Club runs
rugby coaching for boys from years 10 and 11 from
Raynes Park High as part of its community project
and about 12 boys are spread between the Under
17s and 16s as a result.
The Club has over 100 people actively involved
in volunteering split over head coaches, other fully
qualified coaches, assistant coaches, parent helpers,
age group managers, referees and first aiders. All
the coaches are RFU qualified and CRB checked.

A London Students Night was held on 24th March.
This was the first OKC London University event
and was attended by 10 OKs and a number of staff.
During the year the OKC gave financial support to 3
OKs who were representing the UK in rugby at the
Maccabiah Games in Israel in July and also to 4 OKs
who were taking part in the 10,000 mile Mongol
Rally for charity which also started in July.

The Tennis Club again reached the final of the
D’Abernon Cup but unfortunately Joe Salisbury
of the first pair was injured and unable to play and
they lost to Old Bromsgrovians. Having been losing
finalists for the last two years they hope that it will
be third time lucky.

The OKC provides opportunities for members to
participate in a wide range of Sporting Activities.

The Golf Society really has two parts – the very
low handicap players and those who play for fun.
The former reached the final of the Grafton Morrish
Competition where they lost to George Heriots
with the last putt on the last hole. The society has
a full calendar of events of a more friendly nature
including two triangular matches and the Surrey
Schools Old Boys annual competition.

The Football Club plays its home matches on very
good pitches at the Raynes Park Playing Fields,
which the School rents. The first team is currently
lying fifth out of 10 in the Premier Division of the
Arthurian League whilst the second team is lying
third out of 7 in Division 5.
The Fencing Club’s annual match against the
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Last year the Rifle Club made progress in the Q
match, which is held over two ranges – short range
up to 600 yards and long range up to 1,000 yards.
The Club held its own over the short range and won
the long range in May. At the Imperial meeting
in July the Club took part in the Public Schools
Veterans Ashburton and two OKs competed for the
Queen’s Prize, last won by an OK in 1965 by Jim
Allen. The Gallery Rifle section continues to be the
most popular activity run by the Club.

The President thanked Michael Barron for
presenting the accounts on behalf of the Treasurer
and asked that the accounts be approved. This was
proposed by Gordon Robson, seconded by Richard
Armitage and was carried nem con.
Note: If any member of the OKC would like to have
a copy of the accounts he or she should apply to the
Hon. Secretary.

4. ELECTIONS

i.

The Chairman, Micky King, proposed that
Cavan Taylor be elected President. This
was seconded by John Hamilton and was
unanimously approved by the meeting. Cavan
Taylor thanked the meeting and said that
the Hon. Secretary, John Hamilton, and the
Hon. Treasurer, Peter Grant, were standing
for re-election. He proposed and Micky King
seconded their re-election which was approved
unanimously.
ii. The President then introduced the following
elections:
(a) Trustees. The present Trustees of the
Invested Funds, Mark Smith, Rodney Offer
and Guy Slimmon were standing for reelection as were the Trustees of the Old
King’s Club, Richard Armitage, Tony Hein
and Stephen Tester. Their re-elections were
proposed by Sidney Cowherd, seconded
by Gordon Robson and were approved
unanimously.
(b) Committee Members. This year no-one
was retiring on completion of a three-year
term of office. David Grossell and John
Galloway had been proposed to be members
of the Committee by Micky King, seconded
by John Hamilton and their election was
approved by the meeting.
(c) Honorary Life Members. The present
list of Honorary Life Members had been
distributed. In addition the Committee
recommended that the following Honorary
Members, all members of the School staff
who had left after many years of service
to the School, be elected Honorary Life
Members: Steve Foot, Paul Guinness,
Robin Hammond, Mary Murphy, Philip

It was reported at last year’s AGM that the Old
King’s Club office had moved from the Lodge and
was located with the School’s Development Office
on the second floor of South Hayes and that, at the
same time, Tristan Bradley of the Development
Office had been appointed to the new post of
Alumni Relations Manager and was spending a
major part of his time on OKC matters. Inter alia,
he produced the June 2009 Newsletter and formed
an OKC group on Facebook thus enabling the Club
to distribute information rapidly and widely.
Regrettably Tristan left in October and this
has left something of a hole. He had said that he
would produce the end-of-year Newsletter but
unfortunately he had an accident and was unable
to do this. It is intended, therefore, that the next
Newsletter will be somewhat larger than usual and
will be issued in April. We welcome Roya Ziai
whom the School has appointed to replace Tristan.
She will be helping us out, in particular with the
Newsletter and Facebook, but she only started on
11th January and naturally it will take a while for
her to find her feet.
Bryan Stokes, my predecessor, was Hon. Secretary
for 17 years and knew every facet of the Old King’s
Club. Mr President, this is my first report and I hope
that I have adequately covered the activities of the
Club during the last year.

3. HON. TREASURER’S REPORT

In the absence of the Hon. Treasurer Michael
Barron presented the accounts for the year ended
31st August 2009, copies of which were available
to those attending the meeting.
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Swann and Jacqueline Whitaker. This was
proposed by Bryan Stokes, seconded by
Len Barkey and their election was approved
by the meeting.
(d) Honorary Members. The Committee
recommended that the circulated list of
Honorary Members be re-elected and, in
addition, Frances Cahill a Governor of the
School who had completed six years on
the Governing Body, Simon Clarke who
had assisted in the Careers Department for
many years and a number of others who
were members of the School staff who
had completed five years of service and
whose names were also listed, be elected.
Their election was proposed by John Jarvis,
seconded by Derek Harding and was
approved by the meeting.

Barkey (Chairman and Trustee), Joan Burgess
(Secretary), John Hamilton (Member and Trustee),
Tony Hein (Member), Richard Morris (Member and
Trustee), Gavin Stebbing (Treasurer) and Cavan
Taylor (Member and Trustee). The Head Master
and the Hon. Treasurer of the OKC are ex officio
members of the Board.
Approval was proposed by Derek Harding,
seconded by John Jarvis and all agreed.

8. ANY OTHER RESOLUTION
SUBMITTED WITHIN THE RULES

The President said that the Committee had proposed
that the Rules be amended in order to provide for
the future admission of girls to the Old King’s
Club. Copies of the proposed new rules had been
distributed to the meeting and also appeared on
the OKC website. It would be seen that the major
changes were the substitution of Former Pupils for
Old Boys and the addition of /she or /her after he
and his.
The President proposed and John Hamilton
seconded the adoption of the new Rules which were
approved by the meeting.
The President said that no other Resolution had
been submitted.

5. ELECTION OF HONORARY
AUDITORS.

The Committee recommended that the present
auditors, John Hole and Graham Phillips, be reelected. This was proposed by Michael Barron,
seconded by Len Barkey and was approved.

6. BENEVOLENT FUND

9. SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Len Barkey, the Chairman of the Benevolent
Fund, presented his report on the activities of the
Fund during the past year. Copies of the accounts
were available at the meeting and were presented
by Gavin Stebbing, the Hon. Treasurer of the
Benevolent Fund.

The President said that there was no proposal to
vary the subscription rates at this time.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The President said that at the previous AGM
Richard Armitage had asked whether a replacement
on the Benevolent Fund should be sought for David
Smedley who had not sought re-election. Since
Robert Lowndes, who had been a member of the
Management Board of the Benevolent Fund, had
sadly died the President said that membership of
the Management Board would be considered by the
Committee.

Adoption of the report and accounts was proposed
by Roger Mathews, seconded by Richard Armitage
and was unanimously approved.
Note: If any member of the OKC would like to have
a copy of the audited accounts of the Benevolent
Fund he or she should apply to the Hon. Secretary.

7. ELECTION OF TRUSTEES,
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
MANAGEMENT BOARD OF THE
BENEVOLENT FUND

In conclusion the President thanked the Chairman,
Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer for their efforts
on behalf of the Club and, in the absence of any
other business, he declared the meeting closed and
invited all present to drinks in the Cotman Gallery.

The Committee recommended the re-election of
the present Management Board consisting of Len
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Over fifty of his former students celebrate the retirement of former Head of Drama, Philip Swan.

COMMEMORATION DAY
SATURDAY 19 JUNE 2010
This is a good opportunity to see the scale of the recent
developments at the School, and to meet some old friends.
We look forward to welcoming all Old Boys to the Old
King’s Club marquee on the lawn in front of the Dalziel
Room for tea.
Details of the day’s activities will be posted on the
School’s website.

OKC UNDERGRADUATES’ DINNER
SATURDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2010
DOWNING COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE
Advance Notice
The Head Master and several members of staff will attend this special
occasion to swap university experiences with your contemporaries from
school.
All KCS alumni undergraduates welcome
Full details and an application form will be sent to you in September 2010.

OKC ANNUAL DINNER
FRIDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2010
KCS DINING HALL
Advance Notice
Guest Speaker: Sam Coates (1996), Chief Political
Correspondent of The Times
Full details and an application form will be sent to you
in September 2010.

CONTACTING THE OKC
Club Office

On the Web

Open on Tuesday and Thursday 10am to 1pm

Web site: www.okc.org.uk

Old King’s Club, KCS, Wimbledon, London SW19 4TT

Facebook group: Search for Old King’s Club

Tel: 020 8255 5390 Fax: 020 8255 5429
E-mail: okc@kcs.org.uk

