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Above: City & Business Networking Event
at Taylor Wessing

Below: Centenary Gaudy Guests at King’s

In Newsletter No. 117,
you may have read about
the School’s plans to
celebrate the centenary
of independence from
King’s College London.
It has been a wonderful
year for the School, and
we have been fortunate
to welcome back many
OK:s to help us mark this
anniversary. Particular
thanks to Tom Basden
(OK 1999) Khalid
Abdalla  (OK  1999),
Nadhim Zahawi (OK
1985), Joe Garner (OK
1987), Jonathan Frost
(OK 1998) for helping
us to celebrate our past
and embrace our future.

On the cover: Pupils at King’s in the 1970s. Get in touch if this is you! If you have any old photographs you
would like to see in the newsletter, we would love to see them. Please send any content for the next issue to

okc@kces.org.uk.




FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 14 September 2011
Leavers’ BBQ, at King’s

Friday 30 September 2011
Armed Services Networking, at the ‘In & Out’ Club

Saturday 1 October 2011
‘Four Years Later’ Event (for 2007 leavers), at King’s

Friday 14 October 2011
Entrepreneurs’ Lunch, at Coutts

Tuesday 1 November 2011
Former Parents’ Cocktails, at King’s

Friday 18 November 2011
OKC Annual Dinner at King’s College London

Wednesday 23 November 2011
Pavilion opening ceremony, at West Barnes Lane

Thursday 24 November 2011
City & Business Networking Event, at Credit Suisse

Saturday 26 November 2011
KCS Friends Christmas Fair, at King’s

Saturday 3 December 2011
Donors’ Reception, at the new West Barnes Lane pavilion

Saturday 28 January 2012
Corporation and OKC AGMs, at King’s




FROM THE ARCHIVES

The appalling devastation and loss of life
caused by the earthquake and tsumani in
North-east Japan earlier this year was a
reminder of the prevalence of seismic activity

along the North-west border of the Pacific.

It brought to mind the
important part played in
the study of earthquakes
in Japan by an Old Boy.
John Milne left KCS in
1868, going on to study
Geology at the Royal
School of Mines. In
1872 he was appointed
to report on the mineral
resources of Newfoundland
and Labrador; where he also
collected skeletons of the Great Auk.

In 1875 Milne was appointed Professor of
Geology and Mining at the Imperial College
of Engineering in Tokyo. It took him eleven
months to complete the journey overland
via Siberia and Mongolia. He soon began

publishing papers on the Geology of Japan,

but the focus of his work changed after a
severe earthquake in Tokyo in 1880. Realising
the lack of knowledge of the subject, he
devoted himself to seismology. He trained
a number of Japanese in the subject, and
invented the first seismograph capable of
recording major earthquakes. He helped to
found the Seismological Society of
Japan, which set up a network
of 968 seismic stations.

Milne  returned  to
England in 1895, with
his Japanese wife. He

received a  generous
pension  from  the
Japanese government,

and the decoration of the
Order of the Rising Sun. He
was elected Fellow of the Royal
Society in 1887, was awarded its Royal
Medal in 1909, and an Honorary D.Sc from
the University of Oxford. He had become
a world authority on seismology, travelling
widely to lecture on the
subject. He died at his
retirement home in the

Isle of Wight in 1913.
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Another former pupil of KCS who did pioneering work in Japan was
Edmund Morel (1857). After completing his course in engineering, in
1862 he departed for New Zealand to work as a Railway Engineer.

Other commissions followed in Australia and Labuan, and he was later

appointed Chief Engineer charged with building the first railway in Japan,

to run from Tokyo to Yokohama. In addition to his work on the railway he

made proposals, rapidly adopted by the Japanese government, for the formation of a Ministry
of Public Works, and a College of Engineering. Morel suffered from poor health, and died
from TB, aged 31, in September 1871, shortly before the railway was opened.

Bryan Stokes



BOOKS BY OLD BOYS

John Harvey, former master of the Junior
School and Hon. Life Member of the OKC,
has compiled a history of Bishop Gilpin
School, which will be of interest to the Old
Boys who came to King’s from the School,
and anyone interested in the wider history
of Wimbledon and education in England.

Harvey was in a unique position to write
this history. He was a pupil at the Old
Central School, which later became Bishop
Gilpin, joined its staff in the 1960s, and
became Deputy Head Teacher in the 1970s.
He came to King’s in 1990 as Master
in Rushmere, which he held with great
distinction until his retirement in 2003.

The Charity School, as it was named, was
founded in 1758 for poor children of the
parish. Much detail of the early days of the
school has been taken from original records,
found in the Bodleian Library Oxford, and
the log books of the 19th century. After
several name changes the school moved to
Wimbledon in 1966, under the name of
Bishop Gilpin Church of England Primary
School. It celebrated its 250th anniversary
in 2008 culminating in a Festival Service

led by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

This book, commissioned by the Bishop

Gilpin School Governors, has been widely

acclaimed and is available, (all proceeds

go to the school for the benefit of pupils)

at £16. Cheques should be made payable
to Bishop Gilpin School, and sent to John
Harvey, 40 Forest Side, Old Malden, Surrey
KT4 7PB.

Bryan Stokes

KCS LODGE BIBLE

Generations of Freemasons of KCS Lodge
have seen a bible on the Master’s pedestal
during its regular meetings. Over time,
the binding came loose and the Lodge
archivist sought the advice of the librarian
of Canterbury Cathedral about whether to
restore or renovate the book. It was quickly
recognised as a King James Version, printed
by Bonham Norton in 1621. The first edition
was published only ten years earlier by the
King’s printer, Robert Barker.

A sum of money has been set aside for
conservation — as opposed to restoration
— of this treasure, which will be stored in
a controlled environment at the School.
Although the Lodge has recently acquired
a larger Victorian bible for use at its regular
meetings, the original one will be displayed
on special occasions and anniversaries.

Alexander Malmaeus
OKC Lodge Representative



THE BRYAN
STOKES PRIZE FOR
EXCELLENCE

The Bryan Stokes Prize was instituted by the
OKC in 2009 to mark Bryan's seventeen
years of distinguished service as secretary to

the OKC

Jeremy Raymond is a most distinctive
physical scientist in his year, as he combines
great interest in Physics and Chemistry with
a mind that is always capable of grasping
new scientific concepts as soon as they are
introduced. We hope that ability stays with
him as he pursues engineering at university!
Jeremy has also been a notably balanced
student; someone who resorts to reason
more often than impulse, and someone

OKC ST ANDREWS &
EDINBURGH BRANCH
DINNER

On March 12, Old Boys met for a curry in
St Andrews. It was the first event of its kind
as previously there has been no OKC branch
in either Edinburgh or St Andrews. Seven
2010 leavers made it to the dinner, with
only one unable to come from Edinburgh.
Unfortunately this time, other OKs from St
Andrews were unable to attend. Will Smyth-
Osborne (OK 2009) was able to join us from
Edinburgh, and it looked set to be a great
night. As people filtered in to the restaurant
in their OK ties, the atmosphere grew, and
memories of School were retold. After some
fiery vindaloo, a group of us headed out
to prolong the reunion. Roll on next year-

of common sense, modesty, consideration
for others and community spirit. So it is
not surprising that his scientific writing,
solutions and accounts are exemplary for
their rigour, brevity, precision and —beloved
of scientists- elegance.

He is taking a gap year before university
where, through the “Year in Industry’
initiative of the Engineering Development
Trust, he has won a post at Fort Halstead,
the government defence science and
technology laboratory near Sevenoaks.
Here he and other trainees will be
researching new and enhanced ways of
detecting IED:s for the military. He is then
hoping to read Engineering at Durham
University.

Graham Bennett

hopefully we will get a few more people
from Edinburgh coming, and people from St
Andrews making the effort to come. If you
would like to join in OKC University events
across Scotland, get in touch on cb86@st-
andrews.ac.uk.

Constantijn Bakker (2010)




CAREERS EVENING

The Careers Evening is a pleasant and
constructive way for Old Boys and parents to
contribute to the life of the School. Members
of L6 are invited to meet advisors, with whom
they are able to discuss possible career paths,
places to study, financial prospects and other
issues in a relaxed context.

Our records hold a great deal of information
on OKs who have indicated their willingness
to help, and each were invited to write a
paragraph describing their career path to
present to the students (anonymously) to
choose from.

A secure online application has been
developed to match students with advisors.
L6 pupils make five choices in order of

preference based on profession, employer,
degree(s) held and subjects studied. This way
of presenting information has enabled pupils
to imagine possible routes through working
life which may not otherwise have been
apparent. Feedback was very positive, with
a feeling that the OKC has improved on an
already successful function.

A successful Careers Evening relies on
the support of qualified and enthusiastic
advisors. To volunteer, please contact okc@
kes.org.uk. Advisors who are selected then
have the chance to meet contemporaries and
fellow professionals over drinks and a good
supper, and to share their insights with some
of the brightest students in the country.

Alexander Malmaeus

KING’S CONNECTED

This summer, King’s has launched its
online alumni community, providing a
new way for OKs to interact with each
other and the School. It is exclusive
to KCS alumni, and you can find it
at http://kingsconnect.kcs.org.uk.
Free of charge to all OKs, it provides
a secure facility for you to reconnect
with contemporaries around the world,
update your details, find out about the
latest news and events from School,
search for (or volunteer as) a careers
mentor or promote your own business
to other members. We are confident
that this will be a useful facility for our
alumni and encourage those of you who
have not yet registered to do so.




In September of this year Will Ferrier (pictured left, OK 2007)
will begin his attempt to cycle from Cape Town some 13,000
miles back to London. Inspired by Al Humphreys, (guest
speaker at the the school) Will has decided to undertake a
huge challenge having left university in June this year. Over
the next months Will will battle against some of the harshest
terrains on the planet as he negotiates his way across sub-
Saharan Africa, the Saharan desert itself, the Middle East and
Europe to arrive back in London for October 2012. His efforts
will be raising funds for Help for Heroes and Tusk Trust, both
worthy charities working in the UK and across Africa. You can
find out more information and follow Will's journey at www.
capetownanadbackagain.com where you can also donate to
his cause. Best of Luck!



SOUTHBANK
URBAN FOX

Alex Rinsler (2000) set up Pirate
Technics in 2007, building
large art installations at music
and cultural festivals. Alex’s
company was commissioned to
produce an installation for the
60th anniversary celebrations
of the Festival of Britain at the
Southbank Centre. OKs in
London may have seen his 7m
high straw fox installed on the
Queen Elizabeth Hall, which will
be in place until the beginning
of September. To view a time-
lapse film documenting the
construction of the fox and her
journey to London, visit this
website http://www.vimeo.com/

album/1563988.



Each year the OKC
offers a number of Gap
Year Awards, providing
financial

OIld Boys

activities, usually taking

assistance  to
undertaking

place after leaving school,
or during or soon after
university. To qualify for
an award, an applicant
should propose an activity
which is of material benefit
to charity, the community,
the School, or the OKC,
in addition to broadening
their own experience and
developing their personal
qualities. Information can
be found on the OKC

website,

www.oke.org.
uk. Some recent gap year
award reports are included
in this newsletter (see
pages 20-24)

King’s Old Boys Football
club will be hosting a 5-a-side
tournament this September 17
at Grand Drive. The club hope
to have at least one team from
each year that has left King’s
since the mid-90's (earlier if
possible) and it will be a full
afternoon of games to pit your
wits against other year groups.
It will be a friendly affair
designed at generating more
interest in the OB Football
Club and will be followed by
a prize giving and drinks in

Wimbledon.

Squads can be from 5-7
players and anyone interested
in putting together or making
up a team should get in touch
on miketilles@hotmail.com
for more information. The
tournament is limited to 20
teams.

KCS OIld Boys FC is also
recruiting for both teams and
are always looking for more
good players. The tournament
will be an ideal opportunity to
introduce everyone to the club
and showcase how friendly and

welcoming we are!

Mike Tilles (2002) &
Kumaran Surenthirathas
(2001)




ROBIN HOLLOWAY:
GOLD ON BRONZE
(2011)

Robin Holloway (1961) is a former pupil
and Honorary Fellow of KCS. He is one of
the foremost composers of his generation
with his compositions regularly performed
at the Proms — this year being no exception.
It is a very great honour indeed that Robin
has agreed to write a piece for the School’s
Centenary Year of Independence. Gold
on Bronze is scored for full Symphony
Orchestra and is a Fantasia based on the
old Irish melody known as St Patrick’s
Breastplate. The work begins with a sung
version of the hymn before the orchestra
explores and develops it.

Robin was a lecturer in music at Cambridge

University for 32 years between 1975 and
2011 as well as Professor of Composition
from 2001. He has taught a generation of
composers which include Judith Weir and
Thomas Adés. His works composed during
the 1990s included Clarissa Sequence for
soprano and orchestra, commissioned by
the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra
under Michael Tilson Thomas, and his first
Symphony, premiered by the BBC Symphony
Orchestra under Donald Runnicles at the
2000 BBC Proms. Recent works include a
Fourth Concerto for Orchestra premiered by
the San Francisco Symphony under Tilson

Thomas in 2007. Robin has also undertaken
much journalismand broadcasting, frequently
writing articles and book reviews including
a monthly music column in the Spectator
from 1988. He has written two volumes of

collected writings, Essays and Diversions,
which were published in 2003 and 2008.

Be amongst the first to hear this exciting new
piece in Cadogan Hall on 16th November
performed by the KCS Symphony Orchestra.
For more information on the concert, please
refer to the advert on Page 29.

Daniel Philips (Head of Music)

Are you connected to alumni or other friends of King’s living in your area? We are
actively seeking representatives to help us develop networks to benefit our alumni in

the UK ad around the world. If you would like to be involved or have any suggestions,
please get in touch (okc@kcs.org.uk).




SPECIAL CENTENARY
GAUDY

On Sunday 19 June we were delighted to
welcome back to King’s OKs and their guests
from across the generations. Old Boys from
as long ago as 1939 and as recently as 2009
returned to King’s for a special Gaudy Lunch
to celebrate the School’s Centenary. Guests
were fortunate to have the opportunity to hear
insightful, inspirational and charming talks
from Nadhim Zahawi (OK 1985), MP for
Stratford-upon-Avon, and Joe Garner (OK
1987), Deputy CEO & Head of UK Retail

Bank, HSBC, and to take tours of the School
with current members of the 6th Form. A
special service of Thanksgiving for the School
was held in the morning, led by the Rt Revd
Jonathan Frost, Bishop of Southampton (OK
1983), and the congregation also enjoyed the
opportunity to hear the School’s Chamber
Choir in full voice. The day concluded with
an OK XI v 1st XI Cricket Match, which
many alumni stayed to watch after the sun
finally made its appearance. Our thanks to all
those alumni who returned to King’s to help
the School mark this very special occasion.
Do come again soon!






OLD BOYS RUGBY

Rugby Club pre-season training started at the
beginning of July, with close to 40 players
enjoying the regime of new coach Gerry Hill.
We also have a new captain, Nick Burberry.
Besides training, the squad are also focussing
on the Club’s objectives for the season,
playing and non-playing.

Our new league, London 3 South West,
includes a number of alumni clubs, including
Old Alleynians, Purley John Fisher and Old
Wellingtonians, and a number of Surrey and
Hampshire town sides. We are confident we
will do well, especially with the arrival of
university graduates from the outstanding
School seasons of 2007-08 who are settling

into work in London. We expect that the
influx of young players will enable us to
expand the number of reserve teams regularly

fielded.

Besides senior activity, we will be fielding a
full complement of Mini and Junior squads,
from Under 6 to Under 21, and continue our
commitment to support community rugby.

The club welcomes new players (and
spectators) of all ages and abilities; please
contact Paddy Ralston, Director of Rugby,
at paddy@kings.org.uk, 07958 232 816.
News, fixtures and event announcements
will appear on www.kingsrugby.org.uk. The
clubhouse and pitches are adjacent to the
West Barnes Lane facility, at Arthur Road,
Motspur Park KT3 6LX.

The rugby club is proud of its close
connection with the School, and we will
be thriving to broaden and deepen this
relationship through achieving high standards
of enjoyment and success both on and off the
pitch in 2011-12.

Kelvin Walton (1964)

Top: King Prawns 7s squad celebrating their victory in the Salcombe 7s tournament (Will Slater, Gareth Stoppani,
Harry Edwards, Tom Spencer, Hugh Davies, Guy Tyler, Sam Rhodes and Chris Attoe plus 4 guests).
Above: Will Middlehurst about to snuff out an Effingham & Leatherhead attack in a 1st XV league match.



The annual Old Boys v. School Fencing match took place on Commemoration Day, 18 June.
The Old Boys fielded a depleted team of two fencers: Jonathan Bradley (2004) and Ronald
Davidson (1990), and were undefeated in all their Epee and Sabre pool bouts. Ronald teaches
mathematics at Chatham Grammar School where he has recently started a School Fencing

club.

A large number of Old Boys who were unable to attend the match continue to fence actively.
Among them John Troiano (1976) regularly represents GB in European and World Veterans
Championships and came 2nd in the 2011 British Foil Veterans Championships (a clip of
John in action can be viewed on YouTube). Nick Perry (2003) is currently ranked Great
Britain No. 3 in Epee, though incapacitated by a recent injury, while foolishly playing for
the OKC Football Club, while Tom Cadman (1998) ranks in the top 10 GB Epeeists. It
is also pleasing to report that Daniel Grant (2009) won the recent 2011 Royal Navy Epee
Championships.

It is with great sadness that I report the passing of one of the School’s long standing fencing
coaches, Ian Keeble, who coached Junior and Senior School fencers from the 1990s until a
few years ago. Not only was he able to bring the best out of all age groups but do it with a
great sense of humour and a wonderful grin. Old Boy fencers who he coached remember him
with great fondness.

For more information on joining the Old Boys’ Fencing Team

David Tilles (1971) activities, please contact the Fencing Club Secretary on
david.tilles@mondrian.com
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OLD BOYS’ TENNIS

We have entered a team into the 2011
D'Abernon Cup competition and recently
played our 1/4 final match against Old
Etonians who we managed to beat 3-1. We
now move on to play a semi final match
against Old Bromsgrovians, the 2009
competition winners, and this looks likely to
be played on Sunday 21 Aug. Should we win
this match then the final will again be at The
All England Club on Sunday 11 Sep.

Chris Diacon (1965)

OLD BOYS” CROSS
COUNTRY

The annual cross-country race against the
School and Staff was held this year on 11
December, in much better weather than the
previous year. One thing unchanged however

was that James Trapmore, representing the
Staff, came home a comfortable winner in a
time of 13.39. The team race was much closer,
with the School just prevailing from the Old
Boys, and the Staff close behind. Once again
the turnout was small: anyone who is capable
of running less than 3 miles is very welcome,
whatever the standard!

Julian Smith (1981)

OLD BOYS’ ROWING

Sunday November 12 was a day eagerly
anticipated by a small troupe of the OK
boys: the time had come for the OK rowers
to challenge the current KCS 1st VIII. The
wind was calm, and conditions were ideal
for racing. With a race distance of just over
500m, we, the Old Boys, were confident
that the fitness we had inevitably lost over
the lazy summer(s) would not impact our
speed over such a short distance. After a



short warm up row to get the crew working
together, we lined up against the KCS Ist
VIII. As we looked across, we felt confident
in our superior racing experience, but also a
glimmer of doubt as we considered the fact
that these boys had been training for the past
month or two, and were on their way to full
fitness whereas the majority of the Old Boys
crew had fairly decent beer bellies.

Predictably, the KCS 1st VIII were very
quick to start — they were cleaner and more
synchronised than us. After gaining half a
length on us, the Old Boys’ greater strength
kicked in, and although it wasn’t pretty, we
put all the power we could muster into the
water and slowly crept back on the 1st VIII.
After being initially panicked by the 1st VIII’s
agility off the start, the Old Boys eventually
relaxed, caught up and moved away at a rate
of knots, winning approximately by a length.
The crew was (from stroke): Jack Wharton,
Douglas Sexton, Chris Rivett, Andrew Farr,

Robert Fitzgerald-Crisp, Rob Sexton, David
Lock and Jonathon Ross, and thanks go to a
J15 girl from Godolphin and Latymer School
who coxed us. A huge thank you goes out on
behalf of all the OK boys for everyone who

came to watch and support!

Andrew Farr (2010)

-

_—

From Stroke: Jack Wharton, Douglas Sexton, Chris
Robert Fitzgerald-Crisp, Rob

Rivett, Andrew Farr,
Sexton, David Lock and Jonathon Ross
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OLD BOYS' HOCKEY

This year’s old boys team consisted of players
spanning 3 years, some who play regularly
for university while for others, this was their
first outing onto a hockey pitch for some
years. Nonetheless, the Old Boys arrived at
West Barnes Lane’s new surface, confident
of recapturing the free-flowing hockey and
reliving the glory days. We were up against
an eager, well-drilled KCS team, who, unlike
us, with five minutes until push back, were

nonchalantly chatting and casually hitting a
few balls.

A forgettable first half; we took a while to
find our feet, but, after half-time and a much
needed break, we turned things around and
created numerous chances to dominate. A
brilliant team move, culminating in Buxton
smashing the ball into the top corner, could
only be stopped by the defender’s shoulder

on the goal line. In a pivotal moment,
Buxton stepped up to take the penalty flick
and, I think it’s safe to say, everyone — old
and current boys, coaches, teachers, parents
and sisters — knew how this would end. This
miss, however, was not to be the worst of
the day with Pockson missing a glaring open
goal from 3 yards. Clearly it was not our day
as neither Robbie Jones nor either of the
Parracks could capitalise on successive short
corners, and we eventually lost 5-0.

Despite the result, it was a very enjoyable
occasion, one which should be continued in
the future. Both sides enjoyed a few drinks
in the pub after, giving everyone a chance to
reflect on the game and socialise. A big thanks
to all the boys involved, Mr. Kennedy and
the OKC for making this happen. Hopefully

see you all next year.

David Lee (2007)

David Lee, Josh Parrack, Morgan Parrack, James Buxton, Alex Hickey, Tim Trueman, James Pockson, Robbie
Jones, Mark Gregory, Edward Clarke, James Macfarlane, Satesh Bremakumar, John Crook, Henry Metcalf.



OLD BOYS GOLF

After a very successful season last year it was
looking like a hard act to follow but the early
season events have proved that the form of our
golfers is more than equal to the challenge.
The first match was the Triangular against
Raynes Park OBs and the Old Kingstonians
and Martin Fielding as master of ceremonies
on the day wrote the following report.

On an unseasonably glorious early spring
afternoon at Wimbledon Park GC on 12th
April, KCS Old Boys played their first match
of the new year and regained the Raynes
Park Cup for the first time since winning
the inaugural event in 2008. The KCS team
was Tony Damon, Richard Defriez, lan Hay,
Jonathan Poole, Nick Smith, Richard Smith,
Peter Taylor and Jon Wedge and captained by
Martin Fielding. The winning margin was a
slightly comfortable 5 Stableford points and
the success on the course was matched only
by the sartorial elegance of the team who
turned out for the first time in the new team
colours of salmon pink shirts resplendent
with the OKC Golf Society badge. If anyone
would like to experience the performance
enhancing effects of this attire for themselves
they can email Peter Taylor at prtaylor@sky.
com for details of how to obtain the shirt.

The Spring Meeting at Royal Wimbledon in
May was also fortunate to have a beautiful day
and a good turnout of players. It is particularly
pleasing to see so many younger OB’s (under
30s) who will become the backbone of the
society in years to come. Charles Turton
played his usual consistent game and won the
Blades Scratch Cup. I played above my usual
standard and won the Bill Cox Stableford

Black Scratch and Bill Cox Stableford Cup Winners
Charles Turton and Graham Cox

Cup, which was originated by Fred Cosstick
in memory of my father, who spent many
Friday evenings coaching young golfers of
the school.

The ‘friendly’ against the Old Paulines was a
closely fought event. The heavens opened for
ten minutes early in the round, after which
we had a beautiful balmy evening just right
for golfing. In the first two groups the Old
Paulines took the honours, were up in the
final three groups and things looked grim for
us. However after a majestic effort from the
King’s OB’s, one of the OP’s was heard to say
“we managed to snatch defeat from the jaws
of victory.” King’s won the match 3 to 2.

Unfortunately the triangular match organised
by Gordon McGinn with teams of Old Boys
vs School Boys vs School Staff was postponed
due to the concentration of activity in June
but it is hoped to reschedule for September.
Details of this and other events are on the KCS
website—pick Links, then OKC, Activities,
Golf Club. To join the society please email

me at grahamcox@ntlworld.com.

Graham Cox (1964)
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The OKC scratch golf side qualified
for this year's Grafton Morrish finals,
winning their qualifier at Royal
Wimbledon in April. The format of
the qualifier is three pairs of scratch
foursomes  stableford with OKC
racking up 86 points on what was a
difficult day for scoring. The team go
forward to the finals in Norfolk in early
October as one of eight seeded schools.
OKC was represented by Robin Clark,
Peter Crowther, Alex Gems, Ajay
Patel, Rupert Taylor Rea and Charles
Turton.

In the Old Boys putting tournament
held at Royal Wimbledon in June,
OKC qualified for the finals with
Andrew  Fordyce completing a
maximum seven wins out of seven
matches. Unfortunately in the finals
OKC were narrowly beaten into second
place by Epsom, with the result still in
the balance until the last match.

Rupert Taylor Rea (1996)

Top: The OKC Scratch Golf Side

Above: KCS Old Boys Golf Society

Back row: Tom Pilcher, Richard Defriez, Giles Fallowfield
Middle row: Hunter Daly, Richard Smith, Malcolm Poole,
John Sweet, lan Hay, Charles Turton, James Mustoe, Chris
Diacon, Michael Messent

Sitting: David Burdett, Alex Phillips, Graham Cox, Peter
Taylor, Martin Fielding




OKC RIFLE CLUB

KCS Old Boys Rifle Club competed as
usual in the Ashburton Public Schools
Veteran competition, the opening shoot
of the annual Imperial Meeting at Bisley,
Surrey. Shooting over a distance of 500
yards, the team put in a respectable
performance and welcomed the support
of Alexandra Cullen, the school’s Deputy
Development Director.
Geoff Atkinson, Alex Sienkiewicz (Captain), Richard
Special mention should be made of Chris Hudson(Secretary), John Masterton and Chris Leighton.
Leighton, who shot extremely well over
the course of the subsequent ten days of
the Imperial Meeting. Chris came 11th
out of 980 entrants in the Daily Telegraph
competition (500 yards) with a score of
75.11 out of a maximum of 75.15 and also
came 24th out of 939 entrants in the Prince
of Wales competition (600 yards) - score of
75.13 out of a maximum of 75.15.

Anyone who shot at school and would like

to come to a shoot is most welcome. The

club can be contacted through the Secretary,  Geoff Atkinson and Nick Newall-Holliday, President of the
Richard Hudson, at richard.j.hudson@  Rifle Club

btinternet.com.



A MEDICAL ELECTIVE IN
TANZANIA

In the summer of 2010, I spent 7 weeks in
Moshi, Tanzania studying general medicine
at the Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre.
Tanzania is a beautiful country with a
population of around 40 million, of which,
around 50% live on less than 40 pence a
day, and whose total lifetime expenditure
on health is around £25. The life expectancy
is around 50 compared to nearly 80 in the
UK and the under-5-year mortality rate is
33/1000 compared to our 6/1000. There
are 24,000 people per doctor in Tanzania
compared to 2,000 in the UK and the budget
in 2006 for the Tanzanian health service was
£611 million compared to the UK’s £92
billion.

Put simply, there are many very poor people,
few doctors and insufficient funding for

healthcare. The Kilimanjaro Christian
Medical Centre is one of the largest hospitals
in Tanzania and a centre for teaching and
research. It manages over 20,000 admissions
each year and consistently runs with inpatient
numbers at around 150% of its intended

capacity.

On arriving at the ward, my first thought,
other than the overwhelming smell of
bleach, was that it reminded me of an old
military hospital. Stretchers used as beds
in the corridors, wards filled with rows
of beds up the sides, and more squeezed
down the middle, brimming with patients
and concerned relatives. After the initial
shock, ward rounds were not far removed
from home. A consultant with his junior
doctors, followed by a harem of enthusiastic
med students, walked the wards secing
patients. I saw conditions I had only read
about, signs that I had never seen before and
conditions much more severe than cases I had




encountered before. Diagnosis relies upon
clinical skills and a wealth of experience,
rather than expensive tests, making this one
of the best places to learn and practice core

medical skills.

This situation, while fantastic to learn from,
was frustrating. Patients pay for treatment,
meaning that even if a diagnosis is made and
treatment available, it simply doesn't happen
until it has been paid, extending sometimes
as far as emergency and lifesaving care.
Withholding lifesaving treatment because a
patient can't afford it is an alien concept in
the UK, but remains a harsh reality in a poor
country where individuals fund their own

healthcare.

This problem is exaggerated by the poor
condition in which patients present to
hospital. The classical route to access
healthcare in the UK is to see a GP or visit
A&E. In Tanzania, because of cost, patients
seek traditional healers, months later a local
doctor and finally hospital, when all other
avenues have been exhausted, often years after
the problem began. All in all, my experience
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of hospital medicine in Tanzania involved
treating already very ill patients, who couldn’t
afford the treatments they were offered, using
very limited resources.

I am incredibly privileged to
have had this experience and
have great respect for the doctors
and nurses who work under such
challenging conditions. It has
also given me perspective to bring
home... Thank goodness for the
NHS. I don’t think I appreciated
the value of healthcare being ‘free
to all at the point of delivery’,
until I saw what things are like

without it.
Apart  from my  hospital
experience, which 1 cannot

recommend enough to anyone
considering where to go for their medical
elective, I had the opportunity to experience
Eastern Africa in all its magnificence. I
worked in a local orphanage for a weekend,
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, reaching the
highest point in Africa, watched the sun
rise over the Serengeti, trekked the volcanic
jungle in Rwanda to visit some of the last
remaining mountain gorillas and experienced
the vibrant markets and gorgeous beaches of
Zanzibar.

Massive thanks are due to the OKC, for
helping me to pay for registration at the
hospital, which in turn goes to help fund the
hospitals maintenance.

Simon Bellringer (2005)

Left: Simon and friends at the summit of Mount
Kilimanjaro
Above: Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre




KING’S WORLD
TRUST FOR
CHILDREN IN
INDIA

Not 2 weeks after finishing
my IB exams, I stepped off
a plane in India. I was struck
by the people and their smiles
at the lone European with his
D of E rucksack.
3 hour bus ride
to KWTCI; near-
misses with people,
motorcycles, and
buffalo on the
roads. Driving
unlike any I had
ever seen — no rules
and maximum
speed - oddly it

worked!

From the moment I entered KWTCI, an
orphanage in Tamil Nadu, I knew I was in for
a memorable summer. That evening, I met
the backbone of the establishment - the kids
- and had my first meal without cutlery! After
2 days to adjust to the time difference and
vicious temperatures, I started my teaching.
In English, focusing on pronunciation, the
kids were enthusiastic and bright. Most
teaching was with 8/9 year-olds, but French
was with 17/18 year-olds, my age! Art was
brilliant—7 year-olds approaching me with
their masterpieces, ‘Do you like it, Uncle?’

Sport was a real highlight; I became resident
hockey coach, playing hard-fought matches

on arid ground. I enjoyed
enthusiastic games of
cricket, and taught tennis
and rugby so they could
have a go!

3 Weeks in, I visited
Madurai. We saw the Sri-
Meenakshi Temple, were
jumped on by monkeys,
gate-crashed an Indian

wedding and I experienced
my first bout of Delhi belly (landing me on a
hospital drip) — all in a weekend!

Back at KWTCI I grew to love it more and
more. I made friends and spent most nights
chatting under the stars. I also became
particularly fond of a five year-old called
Seethal who had arrived at KWTCI when I
had — rescued by the trust after her mother
had died and her father had left. After my
trip I decided to sponsor her. I hope I will be

able to visit her in years to come!

Volunteers came and went. We helped out
on a construction site (fun despite being
demanding in the blazing heat) and I tried



preparing chapatti - didn’t come naturally
to me but was amusing for the cooks! As my
stay neared its end, the trust prepared for
‘founder’s day’. It was magical; the children
danced, we performed ‘Don’t stop believing in
sarees and dhotis, and ate a huge feast. It was
the perfect way to say goodbye, a prospect I
had been long avoiding, and southern India

beckoned.

Travel plan: fly into Goa, Mumbai by road,
Karnataka, Mysore, Bangalore, Kerala and
Trivandrum. Despite monsoon rain, Goa was
great, and interesting owing to its Portuguese
influences and relative wealth. Night bus to
Mumbai: the first of many, each as unpleasant
as the last, on roads that felt like rally tracks!
In Mumbai I toured Dharavi— the biggest
slum in Asia, where ‘Slumdog Millionaire’
was filmed. Hampi, the lost ruins of the
Vijinayar Empire, Kathakali in the Kerelan
port of Kochi, and wild elephants at the
Periyar Reserve.

With each Indian state a separate entity with
its own culture and customs, I had been lucky
to experience such variety.

I had taught English to orphans, enjoyed a
pint of Kingfisher overlooking the temple
in Madurai, bathed in the holy southern
tip of India, danced to ‘Journey in front
of an audience of screaming children in
a dhoti, walked into the luxurious Taj in
Mumbai carrying my dirty rucksack, climbed
Hanuman Hill in Hampi, cruised the Keralan
backwaters in a rice boat and had a horrific
massage experience in Trivandrum. More than
anything else, it is the smiles of the KWTCI
children which will stay with me for the rest
of my life—putting my own good fortune into
perspective. I cannot thank the OKC enough
for sponsoring me. Your generosity has made
a truly life-changing dream a reality.

Alastair Maclachlan (2010)



DEATHS

It is with regret that we have to report the following deaths:

C E H Bean (1954) I M Heald (1937) A D Mercer (1924)

G M Budd (1937) M Hook Sinclair (1944) N D Parker (1932)

R Carew-Hunt (JS 1965) D ] Hughes (1948) RV Wadsworth (1946)
J M H Deeley (1954) G H Jeffrey (1975) S G Williamson (1940)
M E J Easy (1954) Wendy McLerie (former ] R M Wilton (1947)

P J Grant (1960) staff)

OBITUARIES

GEOFFREY BUDD (1939) died on 10th
April 2011. He came to Kings Junior
School in 1933, and in 1935 gained a KCS
Senior Entrance scholarship. Whilst at KCS
he played rugby for the 2nd XV, and gained
his General Schools Certificate, with Matric
exemption, in 1939. He then did War Service
with the Royal Navy, on minesweepers, and
on demobilisation gained a place at Lincoln

College Oxford.

On graduating, Geoffrey joined the Bank
of England, and later the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) in Paris. He spent his retirement
in Switzerland.

A.D. (BILL) MERCER (1924) died in April
2009. When he was admitted to hospital a
day after his 101st birthday it was for the first
time in his lifetime.

Born Alexander David Mercer near Blackburn
in 1908 he was to become known as Bill, a

name given to him by his mother.

When Bill was young the family moved
south to London where his father built a
house in Surbiton and practiced as a doctor.
Consequently Bill attended Kings College
Junior School before becoming a pupil at
the Senior School along with his brother
Robert.

An accomplished sportsman, he represented
the School at rugby and cricket and continued
playing for the Old Boys in the thirties going
on to captain the Rugby XV in the post war
years.

On leaving Kings Bill trained and qualified
as a quantity surveyor and in partnership
with Cyril Miller they formed their own
company. As a sideline he also trained as an
optician and opened a shop — David Mercer
Ltd. in Tooting just before the war going on
to open two more premises in Cobham and

Camberwell during the fifties.

His firm Mercer & Miller was involved in
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the development of the Music Department
at KCS and other projects at the school.
When war broke out Robert enlisted in
the RAF and Bill wanted to join him but
was turned down due to his age. Instead he
devoted his services to the Home Front where
he was employed at Bisley training troops in
the use of firearms. Unfortunately Robert did
not survive the war.

It was during this time that Bill met his
future wife Molly Morrelle, who was a singer
with the Henry Hall band. They remained
together for seventy years until their deaths
in 2009.

Bill remained an active man throughout
his life — a keen skier and swimmer and he
worked at Mercer & Miller until his eighties
when he and Molly spent much of their time
in the USA. They left two sons David and
Jim, the latter spending a short time at KCS
in the sixties.

Jim Mercer (1967)

NORMAN PARKER (1932) died on 25th
March 2011, aged 96. Born in August 1914 at
the outbreak of World War I, his first memory
was of being put behind a piano during a
Zeppelin raid. At Kings he distinguished
himself as a rugby player and went on to play
for Esher Rugby Club. After Kings, he went
into marine insurance and travelled widely
in Europe during the nineteen-thirties. He
joined the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
(RNVR) at the time of the Munich Crisis
and, following the outbreak of war, served
on minesweepers, clearing magnetic mines
from Belfast Lough and the approaches to
Devonport and Falmouth.

After receiving his commission in March
1941, he transferred to the Royal Indian Navy
and, in September 1942, was given command
of one of the Motor Launches of 55th Flotilla,
based in Chittagong. Throughout the early
months of 1943, he took part in numerous
operations against Japanese forces along the
Arakan coast, bombarding their positions,
sinking enemy shipping, raiding harbours,
landing troops behind enemy lines, and
navigating up rivers to disrupt enemy troop
movements and supply routes. From July
1943 he commanded a Motor Torpedo Boat
of the 17th MTB Flotilla based in Madras,
patrolling the Bay of Bengal to deter the
entry of Japanese warships into Indian waters.
In September 1944 he was appointed Naval
Liaison Officer with the 15th Army Corps
in Burma and assisted in planning the naval
advance on Rangoon. He was with the first
British forces to enter Rangoon when it fell
on 2nd May 1945.

On his return from the East, Norman was
recruited asan Intelligence Officerin the Allied
Control Commission in Germany, where his
work involved arresting and interrogating
suspected Nazis. In 1949 he married Joyce
Walker, a colleague in his department. On
their return to England in 1950, Norman
was transferred to HM Stationery Office, in
which he served, first in London and later
in Norwich, until his retirement in 1974.
During a long retirement he travelled widely,
played an active role in his local church, and
continued to pursue a variety of interests and
causes. He leaves his wife, a son and daughter,
and two grandchildren.

Justin Parker
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ROBERT WADSWORTH  (1946) died
peacefully at his home in Leicester on March
18th 2011, aged 83.

School during the war made for an interesting
time for both him and his parents. Like so
many other parents at that time, they did their
best to keep the School going during difficult
times. I remember his mother Dorothy
telling me about when the gymnasium took
a direct hit, and how they all did their bit to
clear up the mess and get the School back on
its feet. The bomb took a chunk out of the
Great Hall at the same time.

His brother Derek Wadsworth left King’s in
1941 to join up and saw active service in Italy
where he was wounded in December 1944.
Bob, being five yearsyounger, wasable to finish
his education at King’s before university at
King’s London, where he studied Mechanical
Engineering and National Service, joining the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Regiment. Academically gifted he did well at
school and university but he was also a good
sportsman. At King’s he played rugby, was
captain of swimming and got into the first
X1. Both rugby and cricket continued after
leaving King’s, joining university and army
teams. But as he grew older it was golf that
eventually became his lifelong passion.

Since a boy he and his brother were keen
members of Malden Golf Club. In 1973
Bob was made Captain of the club, and
later in 1989 President, a post I know, that
made him extremely proud, following in his
father’s footsteps. Staying on golf briefly he,
along with Fred Cosstick (KCS, languages),
was one of the founder members of the

reformed Old King’s Golfing Society. Right
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up to last year he always found time to attend
meetings either playing or using such an
event as a perfect opportunity to renew old
friendships and make new ones. His interest
in this and other societies, like the Scamps
and the Gophers (for which he was president
from 1996 until March 2011), survived his
relocation from New Malden to Leicester. But
that was Bob...a friendship or commitment
once made, was permanent.

For a career he fell on his feet when in 1953
he joined an Anglo-American company
called Foxboro-Yoxall Ltd. based in this
country at Redhill, Surrey. They made
industrial instruments for measurement and
control. Within the company he rose to chief
engineer. At Foxboro, just as with every
other organisation he was involved with, he
thoroughly immersed himself in both the
business and social life of the company. The
relocation to Leicester was as a result that
this confirmed bachelor married Mary Rouse
(née Fowles) in 1995, when he was 66 years
old. Mary was the younger sister of one of
his best friends at King’s — John Fowles, also
sadly no longer with us. It was good to see
Bob with his newly adopted family enjoying
his retirement to the full.

During this time he turned his mechanical
expertise to clock building and restoration.
Bob actually built a regulator clock from
scratch. With it, he eventually achieved an
accuracy of barely a few seconds a month
— not bad for one man and his lathe. I'm
pleased to say the clock is running to this day.
So, in a way he has left a heartbeat for us all
to remember him by.

Chris Wadsworth (1973)



JOHN ROSSER (1918 — 2009)

It was with great sadness (but also gratitude that he had made it this far) that I
read of the death of John Rosser in your last issue.

With a degree, a postgraduate diploma, a professional qualification and endless
“continuing professional development” since then, I have certainly been through
the educational mill. But I can say unequivocally that Mr Rosser, or “Johnny”
as we called him with his (only slightly limited) approval, was the best teacher
I ever had.

I was lucky enough to be taught geography by him for all my five years in
the Junior School from 1960 to 1965. His style was unforgettable. The first
5 minutes of every lesson, we would be treated to hilarious clowning until he
had us in the palm of his hand. Then his hands would suddenly clap together
and he would say “OK. That’s the fun over boys, now down to work”. And for
the next 45 minutes you could have heard a pin drop. He made the subject
absolutely fascinating, whether he was talking about the causes of relief rainfall,
wheat growing on the Prairies or gold-mining in Australia. Every lesson was
meticulously prepared with copious notes duplicated for all, which we took
away and learnt by heart ready for the test in the next lesson. But he never gave
Distinctions, just halves which you had to collect and display to the Headmaster.
The fact that these memories (from nearly 50 years ago) are so vivid is clear proof

of the quality of everything he did.

Everyone was treated equally with no favourites and he always had time for any
boy, whether the star pupil or the struggler. Also he always greeted us in the
Senior School, when we might bump into him during the school day, taking a
keen interest in our progress.

Looking back, we learnt far more from him than just geography. Bill Llewellyn’s
tribute hit the mark perfectly from a colleague’s point of view, but I just wanted
to record the impressions “Johnny” made on us as young boys. The standards of
citizenship set by him have been a guiding light ever since. He was a truly gifted
teacher and the many of us who were taught by him realise, as life unfolds, how
privileged we have been.

Neil Price (1969)




MARK SEVER BELL

Mark Sever Bell (1843 — 1906) was educated
at KCS and King’s College London, where
he was made a Fellow in 1890. He was one
of no fewer than 6 KCS Old Boys who have

been recipients of the Victoria Cross.

Bell was commissioned into The Royal
Engineers in 1862. He spent 10 years posted
in India, during which time he experienced
both the Bhutan War (1866) and the Hazara
Campaign (1868). After returning to Britain
in 1872, he joined the British expedition
to Kumasi in West Africa, 100 miles inland
through dense jungle into what is now
Ghana. Exhaustion and disease took their
toll on the troops.

Fighting broke out in earnest at the end of
January 1874, and on 4 February Colonel Sir
John McLeod, Bell's Commanding Officer,
observed his “gallant and distinguished
conduct” leading an unarmed group of Fantee
labourers under heavy fire to safety. His

actions were considered to have contributed
to the success of the day, leading to the award
of the VC. Nine months later he was invested
with the Victoria Cross by Queen Victoria
at Windsor Castle. In 1880 Bell joined the
Indian Army Intelligence Branch and reached
the rank of Colonel before retiring in 1898.

The Royal Engineers Library has a black
and white photograph of Colonel Bell.
Further research through the National
Army Museum revealed the colours of his
uniform and medals, and the OKC were able
to commission a portrait with Richardson
Paintings Ltd. The result is the oil painting
which was presented to the School by OKC
President Cavan Taylor on 18 June.

The painting will hang alongside portraits
of Lieutenant W G Cubitt (VC 1857) and
Squadron Leader ASK Scarf (VC 1941).

Alexander Malmaeus

Above: Cavan Taylor (1953), OKC President and
John Jarvis (1965), Chairman of Governors
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NETWORKING GROUPS

King’s has several established networking groups for the School Community; members of
the Old King’s Club, current or former parents, and staff. The Development Office regularly
organises events for these groups, which are fairly informal, providing members with a useful
opportunity to network with others working (or with an interest) in similar fields, in a neutral,
social environment. These events are rich with opportunities for professional networking with
like-minded people, and provide a great source of knowledge and advice for current pupils.

We have already run numerous successful networking events for the Arts & Media, City &
Business and Science & Medics groups, and will be holding our first Armed Services event
this September. For a full list of upcoming events, please refer to Page 1.

Please get in touch with the Development Office to register your interest in networking

activities. We are always looking for interesting new venues and speakers, so please do not
hesitate to get in touch if you have any suggestions (a.cullen@kcs.org.uk).

CONTACTING THE OKC

CLUB OFFICE ONTHE WEB

Old King’s Club, KCS, Wimbledon, Web site: www.okc.org.uk

London SW19 4TT Facebook: Search for Old King’s Club

Tel: 020 8255 5390 LinkedIn: Search for King’s College School,
Wimbledon

E-mail: okc@kcs.org.uk
Twitter: Search for kes_ wimbledon

The Old King’s Club is not responsible for individual opinions expressed in the OKC Newsletter. Editorials
and other contributions do not necessarily represent the views or policies of the Club, the Club Committee, or

the Editor, except where explicitly identified as such.



