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Above: Arts and Media Networking Event at Christies
Below: Former Staff event at King’s

On the cover: The new Kingsway Pavilion.
If you have any old photographs you would like to see in the newsletter, we would love to see them.
Please send any content for the next issue to okc@kcs.org.uk.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Thursday 18 October 2012
City & Business Networking Event, at Linklaters, London EC2Y
Thursday 1 November 2012
Law Society Dinner, Lincoln’s Inn
Thursday 8 November 2012
Armed Services Networking Event
Friday 16 November 2012
OKC Annual Dinner, at All England Tennis Club
Saturday 1 December 2012
KCS Friends Christmas Fair, at King’s
Saturday 15th December 2012
Staff vs. pupils vs. OKs Cross Country
Saturday 26 January 2013
Corporation and OKC AGMs, at King’s
Thursday 7 February 2013
Science and Medics Networking Event
Thursday 21 February 2013
Lawyers Networking Event
Thursday 21 March 2013
Arts and Media Networking Event
We are delighted to welcome Robert Jay QC (OK 1976), Lead Counsel
to the Leveson Enquiry, as our guest speaker at the inaugural Law Society
Dinner on Thursday 1st November 2012, at 7.00pm, in the Great Hall at
Lincoln’s Inn, London, WC2A 3TL. If you wish to attend. register your interest in networking activities. or suggest interesting new venues and speakers,
please contact Funda Ozmus (development@kcs.org.uk).
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OLD KING’S CLUB: OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
President: C Taylor
Past Presidents: RM Reeve, Sir Robert Andrew
Vice Presidents: RB Armitage (1991), LR Barkey (1985), M Barron (1996), DDC
Belchamber (1986), RE Dawson (1979), RF Diacon (1983), JDE Hamilton (1983), AD
Hein (1986), HMG King (2007), RG Mathews (1995), EA Stokes (1996)
Year of election shown in brackets
Chairman: HMG King
Hon Secretary: RJ Bates
Hon Treasurer: PJ Grant FCA
Members of Committee.
Elected: CL Day, RJ Hudson, HMG King, JA Galloway, CA Malmaeus, GFM Stebbing
Co-opted: T Edge
Representatives of Accredited Activities:
Cross Country: JPH Smith
Fencing: DG Tilles
Golf: GC Cox
Rifle Club: RJ Hudson
Rugby Club: PJH Ralston
Soccer: MP Tilles
Tennis: CG Diacon
Rowing: JE Ross
KCS Lodge: CA Malmaeus
Trustees of the Old King’s Clubhouse: RB Armitage, AD Hein, SK Tester
Trustees of the Invested Funds: RAS Offer, MA Smith, GC Slimmon
Hon Auditors: JH Hole, GPN Phillips ACA
Benevolent Fund Management Board: LR Barkey (Chairman and Trustee), PJ Grant
FCA, JDE Hamilton (Trustee), AD Hein (co-opted), RJ Morris (Trustee), GFM Stebbing
(Treasurer and Trustee), C Taylor (Trustee)
Careers Adviser: CA Malmaeus
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GAP YEAR AWARD
I spent three months last summer as
an intern at the Council of Europe in
Strasbourg. It was a fascinating insight into
a sometimes misunderstood international
organisation.With staff from all 47 member
states, it felt as though a microcosm of
Europe had taken root on the banks of the
Rhine.
I worked in the cultural policy section and
took on a variety of projects, ranging from
preparing briefing for large conferences
to developing surveys about attitudes to
interculturalism across Europe, often in
French as well as English.

The internship gave me invaluable
experience, made me much more
confident speaking French and was great
preparation for my current job, working
I was able to make the most of the on European Union issues in the Foreign
opportunities Strasbourg had to offer, Office in London.
watching debates at the European
Parliament, speeches by visiting political The internship was unpaid and so it would
leaders at the Council of Europe’s have been considerably more difficult to
Parliamentary Assembly and cases at the make it all happen without the help of the
Old King’s Club, and I am very grateful for
European Court of Human Rights.
the generous financial support I received.
In my spare time, I managed to explore
some of the hidden gems of Alsace, and Max Irving (OK 2005)
also ventured across the river to the Black
Above: picture of Max in Strasbourg.
Forest.
Below: picture of the striking new Agora building where
Max worked
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GAUDY FOR LEAVERS
1981 – 1995

many achievements of his predecessors,
particularly those of Robin Reeve.

A Gaudy was held at the school on
Saturday 16th June 2012 for those alumni
who left King’s between 1981 and 1995.
Tours of the school were conducted by
Sixth Form pupils, which were followed
by drinks in the new Sixth Form Centre
and a Gaudy photograph.
During lunch, which was held in the
dining room, the Head Master gave a
thoughtful speech reflecting on the
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Following the Head Master’s speech
Tony Stokes (OK 1948) gave a vote of
thanks to the school.
Next year’s Gaudy for Leavers from
1996 – 2006 will be held on Saturday
15th of June 2013. All leavers from those
year groups are invited.
Tim Edge

KING’S CONNECTED
King’s Connect, provides a new way
for OKs to interact with each other
and the School. It is exclusive to KCS
alumni, and you can find it at

(or volunteer as) a careers mentor or
promote your own business to other
members.
We are confident that this will be
a useful facility for our alumni and
encourage those of you who have not
yet registered to do so.

http://kingsconnect.kcs.org.uk.
It provides a secure platform for you
to reconnect with contemporaries
around the world, update your details,
find out about the latest news and
events from the school, search for
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RICKSHAW RUN 2012

We began our adventure on New Year’s
Day in the majestic fort-town of Jaisalmer
In January 2012, thanks to a generous in Rajasthan, North-East of New Delhi.
donation from the KCS Old Boys Society, After having virtually no training on how
I was lucky enough to undertake the to drive the rickshaw we left the start
Rickshaw Run together with two friends line with over 40 other teams, all with the
from University of Bristol. The Rickshaw aim of reaching Kochi two weeks later.
Run consisted of driving a moto-rickshaw Unfortunately our journey didn’t begin
well, with our rickshaw breaking down
(effectively a small motorcycle with a
about 20km from the start we then
had to try and find someone to tow
us back into town, only to discover
that our engine had blown a gasket
and had to be completely replaced.
So after beginning our trip effectively
a day late, we had to try and make up
the lost time, requiring us to push the
limits of the rickshaw and of us.

bench attached on the back) from
Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, Northern India,
down the Kochi on the southern tip of
the country, travelling over 2,500km
in just two weeks. With the rickshaw
managing a top speed of 40km/h downhill
and unable to drive in the dark due to a
lack of headlights, the challenge required
many days of driving non-stop for long
periods on extremely hazardous roads.

We managed to make good time over
the next few days, moving south through
the arid landscape of western India
before reaching Ahmedebad, a small city
by Indian standards with a population of
over 5 million people! But here we hit a
small ‘road bump’ with one of our team
members managing to contract a nasty
case of food poisoning from a local curry.

This resulted in only two of us having to
share the driving between us for the next
few days and also getting woken up many
times during the night with our teammate
being ill.
After a few hard days of driving down the
motorway on the west coast of India with
only two of us at the helm, we eventually
managed to reach Mumbai and took the
decision to go around it after hearing a
number of horror stories of people getting
lost in the city for days on end. With
our ill team member making a miraculous
recovery things started to look up as we
reached Goa. After a lovely day relaxing
on the beach alongside some cows we
pushed on to the final part of the trip. We
decided to take the coastal road to Kochi,
thinking that it would be a nice

relaxing scenic choice. This decision ended
up backfiring as our little 150cc engine
struggled up some preposterous coast-side
mountains before passing an overturned
lorry on the descent. As we got closer
to the finish line the roads begun to get
worse and we began to get more worried
over the perilous state of our engine. But
with our rickshaw trundling towards the
end in the stifling heat of Kerala we finally
reached the finish line in Kochi.
After a well-deserved celebration we were
able to look back on our achievements
with pride, managing to raise over a £1,000
for a number of great charities while also
seeing some spectacular sites in India and
having a fantastic time.
Alex Humphries (2007)

GAP YEAR
AWARDS
Each year the OKC
offers a number of
Gap Year Awards,
providing
financial
assistance to alumni
undertaking activities,
usually taking place
after leaving school,
or during or soon
after university. To
qualify for an award,
an applicant should
propose an activity
which is of material
benefit to charity,
the
community,
the School, or the
OKC, in addition
to broadening their
own
experience
and developing their
personal
qualities.
Apply to okc@kcs.
org.uk. Some recent
gap
year
award
reports are included
in this newsletter.

OKC CAREERS EVENING
The OKC Careers Evening was held on the 10th of May at
the School.
The online application, which allows the pupils of the Lower
6th Form to anonymously select advisors based on short
CVs, profession, subjects studied etc. was commissioned by
the Club in 2011 and has been further enhanced this year.
Alexander Malmaeus was in charge of the event and Eleanor
Sturge was in charge of keeping in touch with volunteers.
John Andrew welcomed advisors and thanked the School for
an excellent meal, on behalf of the OKC. He also mentioned
the fact that Gordon Robson, who had run the event for
many years until 2009, had sadly passed away at the beginning
of the year.
OKs interested in offering careers advice in 2013 should
e-mail okc@kcs.org.uk and include a short paragraph to tell
students about their career path to date.
Alexander Malmaeus (OK 1984)

KCS Lodge

to the usual four per year in
order to get through the work
On April 27, King’s College of Initiating new Freemasons.
School Lodge embarked on It is also the tradition for
its 92nd year by holding an the Master to hold a Ladies’
Installation Meeting in the Night for non-Masonic guests
Great Hall of the School with (including wives!). The Lodge’s
a celebratory meal afterwards. continues to award Spanish
There has been such an influx and French prizes to pupils at
of new members into the the School.
Lodge that it has practically
www.kcslodge.org.uk
become the norm to hold
two extra meetings in addition
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SIR GERALD ACHER
A Knighthood in the New Year’s Honours List.
Sir Gerry Acher (OK 1961) was awarded a knighthood for charitable services in the
Queen’s New Year Honours List. Sir Gerald is vice-chairman of Motability, which provides
cars for disabled people, chairman of Heart of the City and president of Young Epilepsy.
Below: Sir Gerry completing the Peking to Paris car rally in 2007.

Accredited Activities
There are numerous alumni activities which are organised and run under the umbrella of
the OKC and often with its financial assistance. The Committee of the OKC is keen to
receive proposals from alumni for other activities in which the OKC might be similarly
involved. Non-sporting activities are currently under-represented so ideas for these (e.g.
music, chess, theatre, bridge etc.) are particularly welcome.
Please contact the Club 020 8255 5390 or okc@kcs.org.uk
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OKC ANNUAL DINNER
November 2011

The toast to the Old King’s Club was
proposed by the Head Master who gave
news of the School.

To mark the centenary of the separation of
the three bodies formed under the original
1829 Act the Old King’s Club dinner was
held in the Great Hall of King’s College
London, the basement of which is where
the School first existed.

The toast to the School was proposed
by Jonathan Isaby (OK 1996), journalist,
broadcaster, political commentator, and
author. Jonathan is the Political Director
of the TaxPayers’ Alliance and was the first
professional “blogger” to be accredited
We welcomed as our guest Sir Richard with a House of Commons pass. Jonathan
Trainor, Principal of King’s College London, amusingly related how the lessons learnt at
and Sir Richard welcomed us to King’s King’s have helped him in his career.
College London, pointing out that the
three bodies King’s College London, King’s From the oldest of us, Ken Jobson who left
College Hospital and ourselves were more School in 1941 to study at King’s College
like siblings, and all doing well, than there London, to the youngest, the Captain of
School and his two deputies one of whom
being a parent with two offspring.
was a young lady, enjoyed a very pleasant
Rev Philip Chadder (OK 1984) Chaplain at evening in congenial company well looked
after by the staff at King’s College London.
HM Prison Brixton said Grace.
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2012 DINNER

This year’s OKC Dinner will be on Friday
16 November at the All England Lawn
Tennis and Croquet Club (Wimbledon).
The ticket price has been set at a subsidised
£50 per person, and will include welcome
drinks and three courses with wine. A
high-profile speaker will be invited.

your diary and be sure to come to the
dinner. Perhaps organise a party of your
friends from School or Old Boy Activity
and support the Old King’s Club.

This is a premium venue at a very
reasonable price. Please put the date in

Micky King (OK 1959)
OKC Chairman

There will be reunions for the leavers of
1992, 1997, and 2002 at this OKC dinner.

OKC RUGBY
The Club can report on a very successful
2011-12 season. The 1st XV squeezed
into the second London 3SW promotion
position on the last day of the season, after
several extraordinary match results across
a very competitive league.
The squad are to be congratulated on
achieving the promotion objective they set
themselves in a pre-season meeting. The
players sustained the necessary commitment
to fitness, focus and technique from July
to April, and recorded some notable wins
against the strongest opposition, including
league champions the Old Alleynians and
the accomplished Old Wellingtonians; and
they also achieved a 33-0 demolition of
Winchester RFC.
The most remarkable performance, in the
gloom of a frigid January afternoon, was
the recovery from 7-28 at half time to
defeat Old Freemen 36-28, with the team’s
superior fitness combining with error-free
attacking rugby to score 29 unanswered
points.

Hill’s tactical creativity, combined with the
results of the ferocious fitness coaching
team’s program and the usual efforts of
Paddy Ralston were major factors in the
season’s story.
Season 2012-13 will see new challenges
in London 2SW, at the semi-professional
RFU level 7. The other alumni sides in that
league are the Alleynians and Reigatians,
and we will encounter major town clubs
such as Guildford, Portsmouth and Sutton
& Epsom. It’s interesting to note that we
will be competing at a significantly higher
level than most local alumni clubs, such as
the Paulines, Whitgiftians and Cranleighans.
The 1st XV squad is firmly based on recent
alumni, especially from the 2007-08-09
year groups as these players complete
higher education and return to the area.
The recruitment drive for next season is
already under way, and training starts in
July.

The Club thrives at all levels, from Minis
and Juniors to the Under 21s for current
students. We can report numerous festival
successes, and should also mention the
productive Junior Community Rugby
Nick Burberry captained the side effectively initiative with Raynes Park High School.
despite his demanding work commitments, Now that the pitch licensing issue with the
which unfortunately have caused him to School has been resolved for the present,
step down for 2012-13. New coach Gerry the Committee decided that we could

initiate a fund raising effort, to finance next
season’s playing ambitions, and to repair
the decaying fabric of the Club House
and surroundings. The first event was a
Spring Ball, held in a marquee at the Club
on 12th May. About 230 people enjoyed
a magnificent evening, celebrating a fine
season, raising some much-needed cash,
and looking to the future.

member. At the AGM, Darryl Druckman
was elected President for 2012-13. Many
will recall Darryl as School Head Boy, who
went on to a distinguished rugby career
with the Old Boys, playing prop in the
victorious Surrey Cup winning squad of
1982-83, subsequently captaining the Club,
and serving on the Surrey RFU committee.

We are looking forward to building on
The Club welcomes all King’s alumni, as last season’s achievements in 2012-13.
players of any standard, and as touchline The league season kicks off on Saturday
supporters. Parents should also note our 15th September, when we entertain Old
superb Mini and Junior sections. The 1st Reigatians. Much more information can be
XV’s ambitions are matched with the high found on our revitalised website, www.
quality of our playing and training facilities, kingsrugby.org.uk.
plus a squad strength which is superior to
most clubs in our area. Our plans for next Would anyone be interested in signing up, or
season include a commitment to developing learning more about us, please contact our
the reserve teams, right across the rugby CEO and Director of Rugby, Paddy Ralston,
spectrum from the highly competitive to on paddy@kings.org.uk, 07958 232 816.
the strictly social. Supporters are always
welcome at our home matches (and Finally, I would like to thank the many
gourmet lunches) at Arthur Road, Motspur people who have made my eight years as
Park – and also at away matches – and we President such an enjoyable and fulfilling
are as always keen to attract and welcome experience.
new members (including props...).
Kelvin Walton (OK 1964)
Our captain for 2012-13 is Paddy Smith, a
Past President, KCS Old Boys RFC
fine wing three-quarter and popular club
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OKC FOOTBALL
The 2011-12 season proved to
be another successful one for the
KCS Old Boys Football Club with
some excellent results on the field
and several new players joining the
club.
Both of our 1st and 2nd teams
compete in the Arthurian League
– a league exclusively for Old Boys
teams from public schools all over
England who compete against each
other in a six-division set-up – and
the 1st XI managed to respond
perfectly to their relegation to the
second rung last year by bouncing
back up at the first attempt.
The squad benefited from the
addition of players such as Chris
Wood, Ben Harries and Tom
Rocher and played fantastic football
throughout the season to end the
year with twelve wins from sixteen
games, only two losses and a
remarkable 57 goals scored.
Mike Tilles ended the season with
18 goals with Dan Phipps close
behind him on 14 while Jonny
Corbett managed to grab eight
from midfield.

League where they previously spent
three consecutive seasons and even
managed a third place finish. The
standard of football in this division
is extremely high but maintains the
gentlemanly spirit which is evident
throughout all the leagues.
The second XI also enjoyed a
fantastic year and are on the
verge of an unprecedented third
consecutive promotion.
They currently sit in the second
promotion berth in Division 3 but
have finished their games and must
hope that Old Salopians 2nd XI can
slip up in either of their last two
matches. If they do so, then our 2nd
team will enter Division 2 which is
the highest level that any 2nd team
can reach in the Arthurian League
– a superb effort from a team that
was in Division 5 two seasons ago.
Their success has been brought
about by a mixture of solid
performances from regulars such
as Jamie Sargent, Charles Root,
Charlie Westcott and captain Alex
Moir and the addition of new
players such as Chris Tolley, Alex
Green and Ramon Selvakum.

The squad can now look forward to
returning to the Arthurian Premier
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Their squad also featured one of the
leading scorers in all leagues as Alex
Keogh netted 16 times.

If you are interested in joining then
please do not hesitate to contact
Mike Tilles on

We have welcomed in some
excellent new players this season
and are always looking to strengthen
our squad for next year and beyond.

miketilles@hotmail.com
Mike Tilles (OK 2002)

The OKC football team that beat Malvern OBs to gain promotion
to the Premier League.

15
15

OKC GOLF
I started the 2011 newsletter Golf report
with the following words ‘After a very
successful season last year (2010) it was
looking like a hard act to follow….’
Little did I realise how well the Old Boys
were going to play and how much we
were going to enjoy our golf.

the Old Rutlishians.There is a photograph
of the winning team but unfortunately
Keith was unable to stay for the dinner
and I happened to be around when the
photograph was taken even though I did
not play – I did however organise the
event.

The next ‘friendly’ was against our old
adversaries Whitgift, who put together a
We won the triangular match against the very strong team with five players with
Old Kingstonians and the Raynes Park single figure handicaps and three others
OB’s then went on to the Spring Meeting just into double figures. In spite of this
at Royal Wimbledon Golf Club in May, opposition the OKC team were able to
which was well supported and great fun. rise to the occasion and bring off a 4 – 1
The first friendly match was against the victory to take the Chris Edge Memorial
Old Paulines and, after they won the first Salver for another year.
two games, we won the last three, giving
The remaining two friendly matches were
us a 3 – 2 victory.
both closely fought with a draw against
Next was the Surrey Schools Old Boys the Old Tiffinians at 2 ½ points each and
Golf Competition in July. Our record in we beat the Old Kingstonians by 3 to 2.
the competition has not been particularly
illustrious with second place in 2000 and
2002 and third in 2004. The teams are of
six players with the best five stableford
scores counting however at the last
moment one of our team was unable to
play so we just had the five players with
everyone having to play well - and that
they did!!!

There was another match in 2011. This
was the ‘Grand Golfing Contest’ marking
the 450th Anniversary of the founding
of Kingston Grammar School. It was
played at the suitably historic golf course
at Hampton Court, with teams of four
players counting the best two stableford
scores at each hole.

Keith Thompson played brilliantly scoring
42 points. Micky King was our second
scorer with 37 and Jonathan Roe was
just behind with 36. Neil Price and Lance
Condon continued the fine play to finish
with a team total of 177 points, which
was 8 points ahead of the second team

The OKC entered three teams and the
outright winners were the OKC team of
Ian Hay, Jonathan Poole, Martin Fielding
and Graham Cox. The runners up were
another OKC team of Paul Druckman,
Chris Moir, Howard Lickens and Neil
Lovett.
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Surrey Schools Old Boys Golf Competition winners 2011

Lance Condon, Jonathan Roe, Micky King, Graham Cox (non playing), Neil Price
Also played Keith Thompson our star player with 42 stableford points

The third OKC team of Chris Diacon,
Micky King, Peter Grant and Peter Taylor
unfortunately failed to make it a clean
sweep on the podium but had a most
enjoyable afternoon.
The triangular match with teams of Old
Boys vs School Boys vs School Staff
organised by Gordon McGinn was not
played due to severe congestion in the
school timetable last summer but will go
ahead this year.

The Grafton Morrish team swept
majestically through their qualifying
matches for the London area and
proceeded to the finals at Norfolk.
On the Friday morning they started
with a convincing victory over Bolton
3-0 and followed that with a victory
over Rugby 2 ½ - ½ in the afternoon.
On Saturday, also at Royal West
Norfolk GC, KCS met their old rivals
Whitgift and were unfortunate to be
beaten 2-1.
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OKC GOLF cont’d
The 2011 Oxford & Cambridge Varsity
Golf match was played at Royal Cinque
Ports GC in March. There were two OK’s
playing with Alex Silver in the Cambridge
team and Alex Gems playing for Oxford
incidentally both were also in the
respective 2010 teams. Alex Silver won his
singles match 5-4 but Alex Gems needed
to at least draw for Oxford to win the
match. He hit the par 5 16th in two for
a birdie to go one up and halved the 17th
to be dormie. The half point for his tie at
the final hole was enough to secure the
victory for Oxford by 8-7.
The 2012 Varsity Match was played at
Hunstanton GC and there were three
OK’s playing. As in last year’s match the
Cambridge team included Alex Silver
but this year the Oxford team included
Alex Gems and new team member Matt
Reynolds, who plays off 3 having reduced
from 15 handicap just 2 years ago (how
did he do that? GC).
After Friday’s foursomes Oxford were 4-1
up with the singles to play on Saturday. Both
Alex Gems and Matt Reynolds won their
singles matches as well as their foursomes
however Alex Silver was unfortunate to
miss out on both of his matches – happily

not to his fellow OK members. The final
result was a victory for Oxford by the
closest of margins 8-7.
News has just been received that
Alex Silver has become Captain of the
Cambridge University Golf Club and Alex
Gems has become Captain of the Oxford
University Golf Club. Also Matt Reynolds
has become Hon. Secretary of the Oxford
University Golf Club. To have three
Old King’s Boys and members of Royal
Wimbledon Golf Club in such illustrious
positions is a testament to the prowess
of the young men and the support that
they have received from the school and
especially from Gordon McGinn.
Details of all the events are on the KCS web
site – pick Links then OKC then Activities
and Golf Club.
To join the society please email me, Graham
Cox at
grahamcox@ntlworld.com
Graham Cox

2012 Varsity Match players
Alex Silver, Matt Reynolds and Alex Gems

Some late golf news
Our team qualified for the finals of the
Grafton Morrish on 27 May 2012.
“A strong performance by the team put
us in 1st place with 89 points on a tricky
day at Royal Wimbledon. This ensures a
seeding in the draw and hopefully a bye
in the first round.

We are all looking forward to the finals,
and we have a couple of younger players
to strengthen the squad. We are very
grateful for the support from the OK
Club, it certainly helps us to bring along
some younger players and the team is
growing in strength.”
Ajay Patel, Grafton Morrish Team
Captain

OKC CROSS COUNTRY
You are invited to join the staff vs. pupils vs.
OKs cross country fixture on Wimbledon
Common, Saturday 15th December 2012.
Please email your interest to James
Trapmore at jlbt@kcs.org.uk and copy in
okc@kcs.org.uk.
The 2011 Cross country race was held
on the 10th December and was a match
between the Old Boys and the Staff/ Pupils.
There was a large turnout of eighteen
former pupils who enjoyed a scamper
around the junior Cross-country course.
James Trapmore, for the staff, won the
race and the Kevin Hawney trophy, but the
match was won comfortably by the former
pupils.

The race is usually held on the last
Saturday of the autumn term and often
coincides with the Oxford vs Cambridge
cross-country race which is also held on
Wimbledon Common.
Runners of all abilities take part, and last
year the time of the winner was 14 mins 7
secs, and the time of the last man in was
22 mins and 11 secs. All are welcome to
join our run and afterwards enjoy tea and a
chat at the School.
Julian Smith (OK 1981)

FRIENDS OF KCS

There is also a limited number of
sponsorship opportunities at the Christmas
Fair and another Friends of KCS event,
in October, The Great Hall Race. Please
contact myself or Sara Gate (for The Great
Hall Race) at sara@thegatefamily.com or
on 07734 111550 to find out more.

Dear Alumni,
For the first time this year we are including
a section in The Friends of KCS Christmas
Fair magazine to promote businesses
owned, run or connected with parents and
alumni at King’s College School. A discount
of 25% on the normal advertising rate is
being offered. These are outlined below. All
advertisements placed will be featured in a
clearly branded section of the magazine.

Sarah Bandurka
Organiser | The Friends of KCS Christmas
Fair
Saturday 1st December | 11am – 4pm |
2012

It is hoped that this will add to the sense of
community here at King’s, generate extra
business for those who advertise and raise
funds to support a wide range of projects.

Rates for Christmas Fair Magazine
Full page (Portrait)
152mm x 224mm
£575 reduced to £430

The Christmas Fair magazine has a
circulation of 10,000.The generous support
of staff, year group representatives, parents
and pupils means that magazines are
delivered to targeted areas of Wimbledon,
Putney, Fulham and, for the first time this
year, Barnes.

Half page (Landscape)
152mm x 108mm
£325 reduced to £240
Quarter page (Portrait)
74mm x 108mm
£175 reduced to £130

We should be delighted if you chose to
place an ad. You may also like to know that
every project supported by funds raised
not only benefits King’s pupils but those
beyond the school community as well.

.

To place your ad, simply request a form
and return it to me at the address shown.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on
07930 418726 or at sarahbandurka@
talktalk.net if you have any queries.
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A New Motif
King’s has taken the exciting step of
reviewing its public identity so that it
reflects the modern, successful yet historic
reputation of the school. Central to this has
been the introduction of a new emblem and
associated branding. Over time the school
has used a variety of crests and styles and
this is providing an excellent opportunity to
bring them all together rather than display
an inconsistent and fractured portrayal of
the school and its associated organisations.
The King’s College School lion and banner
has been designed for us by “So Design”.
It incorporates the lion and crown that
have always been part of the school’s
imagery. The lion carries a standard with
the school’s Latin motto: “with holiness and
with wisdom”.

Recognising the OKC’s unique relationship
with the school, being both closely affiliated
to the school and yet independent, the
same agency has developed imagery for
the OKC which adopts the same lion, yet
with wording that presents the OKC in its
own right. Portrait, landscape and colour
versions have been developed for use in
different media, for example on printed
material, sports kit, or the website.
The school community is very excited by
the new imagery and we very much hope
the OKC will consider it appropriate to join
us by adopting their proposed variation.
Yours sincerely,
Will Brierly OK
Assistant Head (Head of Sixth Form)

DEATHS
It is with regret that we have to report the following deaths:
CEH Bean (1954)
GG Bisley OBE, FRCS
(1934)
DC Burford (1963)
JE Cawdery (1954)
R B Clarance (1942)
P Croft (1971)

A Egan (Former Staff)
AJ Hockley (1943)
P Krook (1962)
RM Lee (1953)
PC Lewis (Former Staff)
AM Oliver (1954)
JDH Reddick (1940)

OBITUARIES
JG ROBSON (OK 1949)
Gordon grew up in Hunter Road,
Wimbledon where his garden backed onto
the garden of Roy Fielder, OK, who was
his lifelong friend. He became a pupil of
King’s College Junior School as war broke
out in 1939. He proceeded to the Senior
School where he became a School Prefect
and Head of West House. His passion for
rugby took him into the 1st XV, but he was
also Captain of the Shooting V111 and a
Sergeant in the Combined Cadet Force.
Although he had won a place at Brasenose
College Oxford, upon leaving school
Gordon was called up to do National
Service and was commissioned into the
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.
Having served his 2 years in the army
Gordon took up his place at Oxford, played
regular rugby for Brasenose and emerged
from university with a First in Natural
Sciences.
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JT Rham (1945)
JG Robson (1949)
D Sirman (1950)
RJ Watts (1949)
GR Webb (1937)
TAT Wheeler (1936)
JAN Williams (1955)

In 1954 Gordon joined Royal Dutch/ Shell
as a geophysicist. It was to be a long, fruitful
and happy relationship and Gordon became
a much valued and hugely respected figure.
His work was highly technical and he soon
became a senior manager in various parts
of the world, starting in the Netherlands, as
was obligatory for all Shell employees in the
oil exploration business. This was followed
by 2 year postings in each of Libya, Nigeria,
East and West Pakistan, Nigeria ( again), the
Netherlands, the USA, London, Bangladesh
and finally Nigeria yet again.
While in Dallas, USA, in the early 1970’s he
worked on the Cray super computer, one
of only 3 that existed at that time and the
only one in private hands, the others being
used by the US government for missile
work and weather forecasting. Gordon’s
principal involvement was in digital seismic
processing, a science then in its infancy.
After his globetrotting, Gordon’s final post
was as Chief Geophysicist for Shell Expro
in London and it was at this time that he
purchased his Westminster flat where in his
retirement he spent his winters. Summers
were spent in his ‘castle’ at Durris in
Aberdeenshire. This was an ancient tower
attached to a Georgian house. The tower
possessed 5 floors, a very steep spiral
staircase and a ghost!
Though in retirement Gordon then set
up the Institute of Geologists which gives
working Geologists and Geophysicists
chartered status, and he also gave his time
to the ‘Milk Round’ for Shell, interviewing
likely earth scientists.

Gordon was a loyal, lifetime supporter of
King’s, and gave his time generously to a
wide range of Old King’s Club activities. In
his early years he played for KCS Old Boys
whenever opportunities arose on his leaves
from abroad. In later years he was a regular
touchline supporter. When the Robin
Hood Way pavilion was destroyed by fire
and the rugby club moved to Motspur Park,
fund raising for the new pavilion fell well
short of the required target. It can now
be revealed that it was Gordon who came
to the rescue with a very large donation
to allow the completion of the project.
Without Gordon’s anonymous generosity
the Rugby Club would not be the thriving
success it is today.
Gordon was a member of the OKC
Committee, served as Chairman for a
number of years and was elected as a VicePresident.Apart from his financial generosity
to the Rugby Club, and latterly to the School,
Gordon’s most significant contribution to
the King’s community was his tireless work
organising Career Evenings on behalf of the
OKC. These occasions involving, over the
years, literally thousands of Old King’s Club
members in an interviewing and advising
capacity and Lower Sixth Form boys, have
been of immense value and owed much to
his persuasive tenacity and administrative
skills. Who knows how many young men
benefited from the advice they were given
at these evenings and what effect it had on
their future careers?
Gordon was a reserved and quiet person
who never married. When his parents and
Aunt died he had no close relatives though
he had a number of close friends both
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within the King’s community and outside
it. He was calm and wise, generous and
kind. His independent and shrewd opinions
were based on his wide experience and
observation of people and business in many
parts of the world. In OKC Committee
meetings his gentle Edinburgh accent
always commanded the attention of those
present. He was a roundly respected man
who will be much missed by the staff at the
School and many Old Boys and friends.

sportsman. He was a formidable front-row
forward in the 1st XV 1945-6-7 and was
captain of swimming.His involvement in
rugby continued as a member of the Old
Boys 1st XV.
After Army service, when he was
commissioned in the RAOC, he tried several
jobs before settling down to a successful
career as a stockbroker in the City, where
he gave good advice to a variety of clients.
In addition to his professional career he
was very much a family man, devoted
to his wife Jenny and a proud father and
grandfather. He was also active in the local
community, with the Conservative Party
and the Esher branch of PROBUS and as a
school governor.

He died on Monday 23rd of January, aged
81, while apparently in the best of health, as
the result of a fall at his London flat.
A Service of Thanksgiving which was held at
Christ Church,Wimbledon, was conducted
by the School Chaplain, the Reverend Dr,
Joan Crossley, together with a moving
eulogy provided by Gordon’s old friend
Tony Stokes, was attended by numerous
representatives of the School, Old Boys
and friends.

In his last year at King’s, John became a
founder member of the Georgian Society, a
small drinking and dining club with the motto
“Nunc est bibendum”, formed by a group
of boys who had shared the experience of
the war years at school. Remarkably, it is
Compiled by Tony Hein from articles by still in existence 65 years later. John was
John Chick, Tony Stokes and Myles Brown an active member and a regular attender at
- Shell.
meetings in London pubs and at Burpham in
Sussex, the scene of wartime school harvest
***************************************
camps. For many years he looked after
the Society’s finances; and he continued to
JRM WILTON (OK 1947)
come to meetings even after his stroke. He
John (“Jay”) Wilton died peacefully is sadly missed by the surviving members of
in Kingston hospital on 1 April 2011, the Society, as well as by his family and many
aged 82. He had been ill for some time, other friends.
following a stroke in 2007 which left him
blind, a handicap which he accepted with
***************************************
remarkable fortitude.
CEH BEAN FCA (OK 1954)
Coming to King’s from Tiffin School, John Chris Bean died on 17th April a few days
rose to be a Senior House Prefect; but after his 74th birthday after fighting a year’s
he was best known for his prowess as a battle with oesophageal cancer.
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He entered the Junior School a Surrey
C.C. Scholar and quickly made friends with
Micheal Ferguson, Keith Bennett and myself
and the four of us have kept in intermittent
contact ever since, although our careers
sent us to the four corners of the globe.
Other King’s boys he remained friends
with throughout his life were Richard
Lucraft, David Stephenson, Paul Elkington,
Peter Martin and Neil Taylor.
In the Senior School Chris was a notable
spin bowler and quickly gained his First XI
colours. He had his 15 minutes of fame in
the Surrey press at the time when, playing
for his local Weybridge team, he caused
havoc in a county side that included the
Bedser twins, Lock, Laker and Subba Row.
The original newspaper cartoon marking
this event (‘Who Raised this Weybridge
Bean?’) still hangs in his house in Farnham.

region. Dubai was a very different place to
what it is today and Chris counted it one
of his most satisfying achievements to have
been a founder of the Jumeirah EnglishSpeaking School there, still flourishing after
35 years.
Back in England in the early 1980s Chris
set up his own accountancy practice based
in Farnham with clients in Surrey, London
and Hong Kong. He remained in Farnham
for the rest of his life, creating a beautiful
garden and pursuing his love of golf.
At his funeral service in Guildford
Crematorium there was standing room only,
testament to the love and respect in the
which Chris was held by his many friends and
clients. He is greatly missed and to Christine,
his three sons Scott, Guy and Rupert and his
grandchildren Tilly and George we extend
our deepest condolences.

In class he put the Rev Llewellyn on the back
foot one day by innocently asking whether David J. de B. Lyon
sir would advise us to attend the Billy
Graham crusade, on at Wembley at the time.
***************************************
Chris left King’s after O-level in 1954 to
become articled as a chartered accountant
with a Guildford practice, then to his first
job as auditor with Price, Waterhouse &
Co in the City. There was always a major
exodus from the school after O-level
by boys intending to enter one of the
professions which at that time did not
require a university degree.

AM OLIVER (1954)
Anthony Mark Oliver, known an Tony
(Polly), died in March 2012. He played
rugby for the Old Boys for many years and
was a stalwart of the “veterans”, playing
well into his forties.

He then moved to Guildford to manage
the Spread Eagle Pub with his wife Flora.
He ran this very successfully for many
His subsequent career took Chris to years. He then took over the Royal Oak
Toronto, Canada following his marriage to in Wood Street Village and built this up to
Christine in 1964 and later to Dubai in 1975, a very busy pub. It became a “Pub of the
where he was Financial Director of one of Year” as well as featuring in the Real Ale
the largest Arab-owned companies in the Guide. He is survived by his wife Flora.
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JT RHAM (OK 1945)
The Reverend Canon John Theodore Rham
died on 25th November 2010 after a short
illness in Nîmes, France.

He then spent twenty-five years in his next
parish of St. Budock near Falmouth. He
served as Rural Dean and was made an
honorary Canon of Truro Cathedral. During
He was a student at King’s from 1939 to his ministry, he became very interested
1945. He was Head Boy and was known, in the history of the Celtic Church and
chiefly, for his theatrical and athletic abilities. he pioneered an ecumenical exchange
He performed a memorable Hamlet and with the diocese of Quimper in Brittany,
Richard of Bordeaux and played cricket even spending six weeks at Landevennec
and rugby for the school.
Monastery established in the 5th century
by St. Gueenole, who was a pupil of St.
He did not carry on his theatrical activity, Budock, the eponymous founder of his
though his son, Philip, is now a professional parish church.
actor in London, but continued to play
rugby while in the army and at university.
He was a poet and a preacher with always
something interesting to say – his wife
He had gained a place at Magdalene claimed that she had never been bored
College, Cambridge but after learning of listening to him over the forty-two years
the death of an older King’s student in the of his ministry in Cornwall.
war, he enlisted in the army in April 1945.
After Sandhurst he served as an officer He retired to Thérèse’s home country of
in the Green Howards Regiment and at France, to Langlade, just outside Nîmes,
the end of the war was then attached to where he was involved in the French
the Intelligence Service in Italy and Cairo. Protestant Church, often preaching in
Despite being offered a commission in the French, and lived a further seventeen, very
Guards in 1948, he decided to take up his contented years.
place to read theology at Magdalene. On
obtaining his degree, he attended Salisbury He died in great serenity. He was indeed
Theological College and was ordained in a cultured Christian gentleman. He served
1952.
his God faithfully.
He was a curate in Birmingham for a short
time and then moved to his second curacy
at Falmouth Parish Church, Cornwall. He
stayed in the county for the rest of his life
as a parson. His first parish was St Ewe – it
was purportedly the bishop’s joke to send
the Rev. Rham to St. Ewe! – where the now
famous Lost Gardens of Heligan are to be
found.

He married Thérèse Marie-Antoinette
Mazard in 1956 and had two children, Philip
and Carolyn, who, incidentally, now lives in
Wimbledon.
Mrs Thérèse Rham
***************************************
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RM LEE (OK 1953)
Richard Martin Lee died on 30th April
2012. He was born on 22nd November
1934 at the Nelson Hospital, Wimbledon
and spent the war years in Fraserburgh,
NE Scotland.

He was involved in many local organisations, including Probus, and loved travelling, history, classical music, philately and
smelly cheese!
***************************************
PROFESSOR PETER LEWIS

When he returned from Scotland Richard
was at Sutton High School for a short
time from where he won a County
Scholarship to KCS. He left in 1953 and
then went to the University of Aberdeen.
He left with a BSc in Zoology and a PhD in
Biochemistry. He also studied at Imperial
College, London and at Université Libre
de Bruxelles where he was awarded a
diploma in Entomology.
Whilst at Aberdeen University he met
Irene, who was from the Shetland Islands.
They married in 1961 and had three
daughters.
During his career he worked at
Wellcome, Portsmouth School of
Pharmacy, Smith, Kline and French (now
part of GlaxoSmithKline), Medicines
Control Agency (now MHRA) and then
as an independent regulatory consultant.
At SK&F Richard was a member of
the development team for Tagamet, a
breakthrough treatment for stomach
ulcers in the late 1970s.

Colleagues were saddened to hear of the
death of Peter Lewis in December 2011.
He was on holiday in Malta when he passed
away. Peter was a distinguished academic
physicist who ran the Physics Department
of the University of Valetta in Malta for a
number of years before returning to the
UK in the mid ‘70s.
He taught at KCS from 1975, was Head
of Department at KCS in the eighties and
nineties for a period of five years until
formally retiring in 1997, then stayed on
to teach some sixth form sets for another
four years.A first class physicist, a kind and
thoughtful colleague, an excellent teacher,
his loyalty to the school and to the pupils
was exemplary.

Since 1967 Richard and Irene lived in
Ickleford, Hitchin, Hertfordshire. Richard
had been a district councillor for eight
years, was a school governor and sat
on the Hertfordshire County Council
schools appeals tribunal.
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OKC ANNUAL DINNER 2012
Friday 16 November 2012
All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club (Wimbledon).
A high-profile speaker will be invited.
The ticket price £50 per person, including wine.
Email okc@kcs.org.uk to reserve your place.

CONTACTING THE OKC
Old King’s Club,
King’s College School,
Wimbledon,
London SW19 4TT
Tel: 020 8255 5390
E-mail: okc@kcs.org.uk

Web sites: kingsconnect.kcs.org.uk
okc.org.uk
Facebook: Search for Old King’s
Club
LinkedIn: Search for King’s College
School, Wimbledon
Twitter: Search for kcs_wimbledon

The Old King’s Club is not responsible for individual opinions expressed in the OKC Newsletter.
Editorials and other contributions do not necessarily represent the views or policies of the Club,
the Club Committee, or the Editor, except where explicitly identified as such.

