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EDITORIAL
T his academic year, momen tous in the history of King 's, has now reached its end, with the Centenary of the Schoo l's
move to Wimbledon well and truly celebrat ed. In our supplement, publish ed in March, we told the story of the move,
and included some personal reminisce nces of the ear ly years at Wimbledon . In this issue, as well as our usual features ,
we have a report of the OKC Centenary-of-the-M ove dinner. More personal memor ies of the past cent ury are also
included ; one from fifty years ago, of war-tim e harves t camps, and one from twenty years ago from an honorary life
member and former master. A report of the School celebrations of the Centenary is held over to the next issue, when the
events can be fully reviewed.
Momentous in another way, this has been the last year of the Head Mastership of Rob in Reeve, who retired at the
end of the year. Our next issue w ill contain an appreciat ion of the seve nteen years of his term as Head Master, as well
as a profil e of his successo r, Anth ony Evans. In the mea n time, we wish Robin, and his wife Brienne, a long and happy
retirement.
Anniv ersaries are also a time for looking forward. The Old King's Club Com mittee has been giving a good deal of
thought recently to possible futur e activitie s wh ich would interest Club membe rs. In add ition to the spor ting events
that we have held for many years, the possibility of activities for other interest groups has been discussed, for example
in music, computer programming, bridg e playing, or whate ver other diverse interests our members may have. We
would also like to increase our careers serv ices, extend ing the work which we already do for the school sixth form to
assistance for our members , both to those seek ing employment and those looking for emp loyees. A limited ' pilot
scheme' on this has proved its worth, and we wou ld like to extend its scope.
If we are to expand our serv ices to our members we need to bring our knowledge of members ' occupations,
interests, and desire for involvement up-to-date. In order to do this a questionnaire is enclosed with this Newsletter
which we hope you will kindly complete and return - it will only take a few minutes .
The Committee is convinced that we can do a great deal more for our members that will be of real bene fit to us all,
BJ S
and you are urged to complete the questionnaire and return it as soon as possible.

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

OLD KING 'S CLUB
21st Septemb er 1997 OKC Sports Day: 10.00 am ; lunch 12 noon
27th Septemb er 1997 Gaudy for 1970-74 leavers
Next issue of the News lette r - mid-No vembe r

SCHOOL
Autumn term begins on 2nd Septemb er and ends on 12th December. Half term is 20th to 24th October .

above Scenes at the OKC ground durin g the Surrey B Mini Rugby Festival, May
1997.
ji-ont cover The CCF Inspection took place on 9th May 1997. Our cover picture
shows the helicopter bringing the Inspectin g Officer, Admiral Sir Mich ae l Boyce,
KCB , OBE , Second Sea Lord and Commander-in-Chi ef Naval Home Command,
ju st befo re landin g.
back cover Robin Reeve , Head Master , receiving a photograph of his portrait from
Cavan Taylor at the OKC Centenary-of-the-Move Dinner on 11th April 1997.

OKC SPORTS DAY
Following last year 's enjoyable Sport s Day, the School and the Old Boys are joining forces again to hold the
Annual OKC Sports Day. The day is to be Sund ay, 2 1st September, and the events will run from 10.00 am until
noon. The y will include hocke y, soccer, fencin g, badminton, rugby, shooti ng, swimming , squash, tennis, and
cross country. If you are already in touch with the sports secretaries of your chosen sport you will no doubt be
hearing from them ; if not, and you would like to take part, please let us know.
Drinks will be on sale in the Mathews Roo m in the Sports Hall from 11.00 am until 2.00 pm, and lunch will be
available from 12.00 noon. We very much hope that you will be able to take part in one or more of the various
events , or come and meet old friends in the bar afterwa rds. Please put Sunday 21st Septemb er - Sports Day firmly
in your diaries!
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GAUDY FOR THE 1970-74 LEAVERS

Old Boys who left King's from 1970 to 1974 inclusive should have received an invitation to aGaudy at the School, to
be held on Saturday, 27th September 1997. Unfortunately we no longer have the current addresses for a number of
OKC members who left during this period; a list of those whose present address is not known to us is given on page 22
of this edition of the Newsletter. Please look through this list, and if you know the current address of any of these
members, please write to the Hon. Secretary, and let him know.

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Our congratulations go to the following who have gained awards:
Queen's Birthday Honours, 1996
D E King (1961), OBE
New Year's Honours, 1997
Surgeon Vice Admiral AL Revell (1949), CB
Queen's Birthday Honours, 1997
J AH Curry (1957), CBE

CLUB OFFICE

The Old King's Club office is in the Lodge (next to the SportsHall) and is open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings
from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm; callers are welcome. Our telephone number (direct line) is 0181 255 5390. Messages can
be left on other days with the School switchboard operator on 0181 255 5300; or you can fax us at any time on 0181 255
5439.
The office will shortly be moving to another room on the same floor of the Lodge, and because of this, the office will be
closed for the whole of August, though letters, fax, and e-mail will still reach us, and telephone messages may be left.

KING'S ON THE INTERNET

The School e-mail address is kcswimb@rmplc.co.uk. Please put 'To the Old King's Club' at the start of your letter and
we shall receive it.
The address of the School site on the World Wide Web is http://www.rmplc.co.uk/eduweb/sites/kcswimb There is an
Old Boys page, with current information, which is updated at regular intervals.

SCHOOL SHOP

A wide range of OKC items is available from the School Shop in theLodge. A list of these, together with the opening
hours and other information, is given at the end of this Newsletter.

THE NEWSLETTER

This issue of the Newsletter was edited by B.J. Stokes. Contributions for future issues are always welcome, and should
be sent to The Editor, Old King's Club, King's College School, Wimbledon,London SW19 4TT, or faxed to 0181 255
5439. Material for inclusion in the next issue must reach the Editor by September 30th 1997.

OLD KING'S CLUB: OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: Sir Robert Andrew KCB
CHAIRMAN: JG Robson
HON SECRETARY: BJ Stokes
HON TREASURER: PJ Grant FCA

The Annual General
Meeting
The Annual General Meeting was held at 11.30 a.m. on
the 18thJanuary 1997 in the GreatHall.
Present:
The President

RM Reeve

Chairman

JG Robson

Hon. Secretary

BJ Stokes

Hon. Treasurer

P J Grant

and about 30 members.
Apologies for absence were received from ADHein,
I AHennell, C Holloway, B S Lush, and AG Sinclair.
I. The minutes of the last AGM, held on
the 20thJanuary 1996, were circulated in Newsletter No
88, April 1996, on pages 4-6. L R Harkey proposed and
JAHamblin seconded that they be approved. All agreed
and they were signed by the President. There were no
matters arising.

2. Hon Secretary's Report
I have pleasure in presenting my report of the Club's
activities during the past year.
1996 has seen the start of the academic year in which
the School is celebrating the centenary of its move from
the Strand to Wimbledon, and a number of the Club's
activities have had the centenary in mind.
During the year the Club committee has met on six
occasions, under the Chairmanship of Gordon Robson.
Legal and financial matters concerning the Clubhouse
have figured prominently in the discussions, as well as
the usual reports from the Sub-committees and
accreditited activities. Len Harkey and RichardArmitage
have continued as Chairmen of the Social and Financial
Sub-committees respectively.
The Careers evening was held onMay 16th. On this
evening around 100 OK's, organized byGordon Robson
as OK careers advisor, provided careers advice to well
over 120 lower sixth formers, whose requests were
assembled by Bob Hiller, the School's Careers Master.
The individual basis of the interviews is extremely
valuable, and is highly regarded by all those boys who
take part.
On 18thMay the OKC held a wine and cheese social
event at the School Boathouse at Putney. This most
attractive venue, together with the wide range of wines
and cheeses available, were greatly appreciated by those
who attended.
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Commemoration Day, on June 22nd, saw OK teams
competing against the School in fencing, shooting,
swimming, water polo, tennis, and cricket. As usual the
School provided a marquee, and teas, for Old Boys and
their families for which we are most grateful.
The Chairman and Secretary attended the School
leavers lunch on July 3rd lo welcome some 115 new
members. All new members are given an information
pack about the Club, and an OKC tie. The opportunity is
taken to recruit new members lo the various sports clubs,
and to encourage those few leavers who are not already
members of the Club to join.
The Gaudy this year, held on September 21st, was
for OK's who left King's between 1965 and 1969. It was
the last Gaudy to be hosted by Robin Reeve before his
retirement as HeadMaster. It was attended by well over
100 Old Boys together with a number of members of the
teaching staff of the period. OK's were able to watch the
School 1st XV playing Hampton, a match which the
School won by 28 points to 14. They were then able to
tour the School, and this was followed by a reception in
College Court and lunch in the DiningHall.
The Club's first activity to mark the Centenary Year
was its first ever Sports Day, which took place on Sunday
September 22nd. Events were staged al both the School
and the Club Ground at Motspur Park, and around 150
OK's and present members of the School took part. The
events included 6-a-side hockey and 5-a-side soccer
matches, tennis, fencing, shooting, archery, water polo,
squash, and the annual cross-country match against the
School. In addition a fun-run for charity was held, and
the day concluded with tea in College Court. The success
of this day was due to a great deal of work put in by
members of the School staff, and notably by Kevin
Hawney, and our thanks go to them, to Mark Francis who
coordinated the activites, and loJohn and Paul Fitzpatrick.
The occasion seems set to become a regular feature of the
Club's activities.
The School remembrance service was held on 8h
November, when your Chairman laid a wreath on behalf
of the OKC.
No annual dinner took place in November as a special
OKC dinner to mark the Centenary will be held in the
School onApril 11th 1997. A large attendance is expected
at this special occasion. The Chairman will be Sir Robert
Andrew, and the Principal Guests will be Robin Reeve, at
his last OKC Dinner as HeadMaster, and Cavan Taylor.
The usual two Newsletters have been produced and
sent to the 2,300 members who subscribe. As well as
news of Old Boys, they contain full details of all the
activities that I have mentioned. Those who do not
subscribe to the Newsletter receive an annual mailing,
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which contains brief news of the Club and the School,
and notices of the AGM and the Dinner.
A numb er of OK 's have achieved public prominenc e
during the year. Although perhaps inappropriat e to selec t
individuals , your Secretary neve rtheless would mention
Robert Ayling, Chief Executive of British Airways, and
now a Governor of the Schoo l, who inevitably is give n a
high profi le on the business pages of the media; Profe ssor
Simon Conway-Morris FRS who delivered the televised
Royal lnstitution Christmas lectures , and David Shaw,
Member of Parliament for Dover , whose views are
frequently canvassed by news commentators.

It is with sorrow that I have to report the death during
the year of two member s who have figured promin ently
in the past history of the Club, Alex Cross and Thomas
Tucker. A consultant ophthalmic surg eon of great
distinction , A lex Cross was a member of the Governing
Body of the School, and chaired the OKCAnnual Dinner
in 1967. Thom as Tucker was a leading member of the
Old Boys Rugby Club for the better part of 40 yea rs,
including a period as its Preside nt.
Fina lly, I must record my thanks to the memb ers of the
Old King's Club office,Algy Sinclair and Mari eArrn itage,
for their support dur ing the yea r. I should also like on
this occasion to say a personal word of thanks to the Head
Master , our retiring Pre sident , for all his supp ort,
enco uragement, and friendship over the years, which I
have grea tly valued.

3. Hon.Treasurer's Report and
Accounts for the financial year ended
3 1st August 1996
The Hon . Treasurer , Peter Grant, began his report by
thanking his predecessor , Michae l Barron , for his help.
He then went through the accounts, copies of which had
been circulated to all present at the meeting. The format
of the accounts had been changed and so comparative
figures from the previou s year were restated. There was
an excess of incom e over expenditure of £3,872 (1995 ·
£11,305) . The princ ipal reasons for the reduction were
the payment of interest on the loan from the School , and
a contrib ution towards the running costs of the Clubhouse .
The Treasurer then drew attention to the fact that the
loan from the School to help to finance the Clubhouse
had been reduc ed to £44, 155 (1995 - £57,300) and that
since the end of the financial year under review it had
been further reduc ed to £39,000. It was the Club 's
intention to repay the loan and interest at the rate of £5,000
per year in future .
The accounts were signe d by P J Grant and J G
Robson, and audited by J H Ho le and G P N Phillips.

Th e adoption of the accounts was prop ose d by J A
Hamblin and seconded by N M Crockford. There was a
discussion of the Club's inve stment policy, and some
que st ions were asked, after which all ag reed to the
adoption.
Note: If any member of the OKC would like to have
a a copy of the audited accounts he shou ld write to the
Hon . Secretary.
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and N Andrews (Gro und smen at the Club Ground)
in recognitio n of their valuab le services to the Club.
AG P Lang proposed, and M Barro n seconded this
election, and all agreed.

(e)

Honorary

auditors.

The Committee
recommended tha t the present aud itors , G P N
Phillips and J H Ho le be re-elected . This was
propos ed by P J Grant and seconded by J D E
Hamilton, and a ll agreed.

4. Elections
(i) The Chairman, Gordon Rob son, annou nced that
Robin Reeve was retiring from the position of President.
He paid tribute to Robin Reeve 's immense contribution
to the OKC during his Pre sidenc y, and thanked him
warmly for his efforts. He then proposed that Sir Robert
Andrew KCB, the Chairm an of the Governing Bod y, be
elected President. The propo sal was seconded by M D
Cooper and approved unanimo usly.
(ii)The Chairman also proposed that the Hon.Secretary ,
Bryan Stokes and the Hon .Treasurer, Peter Grant be reelected . This proposa l was seco nded by J Hatherley and
all agreed.

(b) Committee members. The retiring memb ers
Mark Francis and Richard Hudson
offered
themselves for re-election and no other nominations
had been received. They were proposed by A S
Wells and seco nded by L R Barkey and all agreed.
The Committee reported that, under rule 7(b ), it had
appointed John Fitzpatrick and Paul Fitzpatrick to
fill two vacancies which had arisen during the year,
and these appointments were confirmed by the
meeting.

(c) Honorary life members. The Committee
recommended th at N M Isaacs, at present an
Honorary Member, be elected an Honorary Life
Member on the occas ion of his retireme nt after
many years on the School teaching staff. This was
proposed by D I Hardin g and seconded by L R
Barkey, and all agreed.
(d) Honorary members. The Committee
recommended that the circulated list of Honorary
Members be re-e lec ted, a nd in addition the
following be elected: S Hassan , J G Lawrence, and
Mrs CF E Murphy, who have been members of the
School teaching staff for more than five years; and
Mrs Janet Belcher (Schoo l caterer), M Lipscombe ,

7. Other resolutions
No other reso lutions had been submitted.

8. Subscription rates
The Presiden t a nnounc ed that the Co mmitt ee
recommended that the Life Membership Fee be increased
from £75 to £90. No changes were proposed for the
Newsletter subscr iption (£20 for 4 years) or the Annual
Subscription (£5).

5. Benevolent Fund
The President asked L R Barkey to give the report of the
Management Board of the Benevolent Fund. Th e audited
acco unts for the yea r ended 31st August 1996 we re
circ ulated . They showed that the total assets of the Fund
stood at a little over £72 ,000 ; the income during the year
was just under £7,000 and the expenditure £3,200. The
fund at present supports one boy in the School. The
President thanked Len Barkey, and the Treasurer of the
Benevo lent Fund , Rich ard Morris , for their effor ts. The
adoption of the report was proposed by J W Olsen and
seco nded by J G Robson, and, after some questions on
the investment policy, all agree d.

(iii) The President then introduc ed the following election s

(a) Trustees of the invested funds. The present
trustees, David Parry, Mark Smith, and Mich ael
Barron were stand ing for re-election. They were
proposed by J A Hamblin and seconded by J
Hatherley ; all agreed .
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6. Election of Trustees of the
Benevolent Fund
The Comm ittee recommended that the Truste es should
be Len Barke y (Chairman), John Ham ilton , Rich ard
Morris, and Cavan Taylor; and approval was sought for
the Offic ers and members of the Fund 's manageme nt
board, Michae l Barron, Robert Lowndes , Dennis Peters,
and David Smedley . The Head Master and the Treasu rer
of the OKC are ex offic io members of the Board .
Approva l was proposed by J Hatherley and seconded by
TA I Fitzpatrick , and all agreed.

9. Any other business
The Chairman reported that the appeal for funds to help
pay off the loan on the Clubhouse , made by Alan Wells,
had so far brought in £4,000, reducing the loan to £35 ,000,
and he thanked Alan for his efforts.
To close his fina l AGM as President of the Club,
Robin Reeve briefly reviewe d the seventeen years of his
Presidency , during which there had been many changes.
He referred to the new office accomodation , linked to the
archives, and expressed the hope that the OKC will take
to heart the archives, and continu e Frank Miles ' work .
The new Clubhouse , he thoug ht, would bring strength both
to the Club and the School. The Gaud ies were landmarks ,
and had made pos ibl e the stro ng posi ti on of the
Benevolent Fund . The Club, he said, was abo ut retainin g
contacts with one's friends and interest in the School. We
dream about more ac tive in volvement of yo un ge r
member s; the Club must try and lake up the challenge of
this, and he wished the Club well in its efforts in this
direction . Finally he expressed his great pleas ure to have
been associated with the Club, and his deep appreciat ion
of its members in their support of the Schoo l.
In the absence of any other business, the President
then closed the meeting and invited all present to drinks
in College Court

SCHOOL NEWS
THE COMMON

ROOM

T hree long -standing members of the Seni or Schoo l
Common Room are retiring at the end of the Summer
term, John Davi es, Peter Lewis , and Mathew Rowson.
Between them, they have served the School for no less
than ninety-one years.

John Davies graduated from SI Edmund Hall, Oxford
and taught at Bushey Gramma r School for 4 years befo re
joining King 's in 1961. He quickly established himse lf
as a man of high principles , expectin g high standards of
both work and discipline, and hundr eds of

boy s hav e pro fite d from his dedicat ed teaching of
Geograph y over the past 36 years.
John 's con tribution to the School however has been
much w ider. He had a long asso ciat ion with the CCF, and
was for a number of years the Continge nt Commander.
ln 1974 he became Hou se Master of Glenesk, a post wbich
he held until his retirement. His firm leaders hip, skilled
organization , and relentless pursuit of success have been
keynotes of his housemastership. He was made the first
Senior Housem aste r when this post was created, with the
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boys and ten masters by the time that he retired in 1937.
Cecil Venner, who had joined the Junior School staff
straight from Cambri dge in 1922, was appoin ted as WoodHill's successor, and served as Headmaster from 1937 until
1955. He was succee ded by J R Diver , who had joined
the Juni or School staff in 1924, and Diver in turn by Peter
Gibbs, who came to the Juni or Schoo l from Radley in
1936, and who serve d as Headmast er from 1965 until
1976.
To succeed Peter Gibbs the Governing Body chose
their first Headma ster from outside the school since its
foundation , when Colin Holloway was appo inted to the
school from UCS . Colin ' s imm ense ly successful
Headmaster ship is now drawing to a close, as he will retire
at the end of the summer term 1998, leaving an outstanding
preparatory school of over 450 boys.

Peter Lewis
Peter Lewis join ed the Senior Common Room in 1975,
having previously been Professor of Physi cs in the
University of Malta. He held the post of Head of Physics
from 1986 until 1991, and then continued teaching in the
department part time.

John Da vies encouraging the Glenesk tug-of-war team
responsibility for running the housemas ters and prefects
as a team, and having oversight of the daily discipline of
the School. As a result the pastoral system at King 's has
developed steadily, and the work that housemas ters do
with their tutorial teams has become a leading feature of
the School.

Mathew Rowson was educated at Whitgift School and
Queen Mary College London . After four years teaching
at Warwick School , he came to King 's to teach Physics in
1964. Within a short time his labora tory became an
Alladin 's cave of projector s, television sets, electrical and
maint enance equipm ent, mod el ra ilways and, in du e
course , fe ncing equipm ent. Mathew 's capac ity for
keeping everything going- from stage lighting and centralheating boilers to electric kettles and rayboxes - became
lege ndary.
Besides his teaching of Ph ys i cs, Mathew ' s
contribution to the School has been immense. Without
bis electrical help many stage productions of the sixties
and seventies would never have taken place. For thirty two years he has been a stalwart of the science trips
organised by Mike Smith , first with the Lower Sixth and
then with the Junior School. For some years now, the
Junior School magazine has included glowing reports of
these trips, showing in particular how highly Mathew 's
culinary skills have been appreciated. His service to Major
house, first with Frank Miles and more recently with David
Mosley, has stood the test of time.
Mathew's genuine concern and sympathetic ear for
both boys and colleagues , and the time that he has always
been willing to give to help ot hers, will long be
remembered .

Math ew Row son

A number of other members of Common Room are
leaving , including Judy Tucker, who will be taking a
Master 's degree in Fine Arts at Bretlon Hall , Leeds
University, and Sabine Jackson , who is movin g to
Latymer Upper School.
Kevin Hawney, HousemasterofKingsley since 1982,
will succeed Ralph Cake as Senior Hou semaster at the
start of next term . At the same time, Gordon McGinn
will succeed John Davies as Housemaster of Glen esk.

JUN IOR SCHOOL
HEADMASTERSHIP
T he Governing Body have appointed John Evans to
succeed Colin Holloway as Headma ster of the Junior
School in September 1998.
H Lionel Rogers, in his first year as Head Mast er of
King's, gained the approva l of the Governing Body for
the introduction of a Junior School, and the school opene d
in September 1912. Rogers appointed a friend and
colleague from Radley, Bernard Wood-Hill , as its first
Headmast er. There is no doubt that in opening the JS,
Rogers guaranteed the eve ntual recov ery of King's from
its low position , and ass ur ed its pro gress towards
outstanding academic and other achievements.
Wood-Hill started with a school of 80 boys and three
masters in 1912; numbers had risen to over two hundred

ln appointing John Evans, the Governing Body have
returned to an internal appointment, though for the first
time, from the Senior School. John came to King 's in
1970 to teach Mode m Languages , and has for the past 5
years held the post of Senior Master.

SCHOOL SPORTS TOURS IN 1997
South African Cricket Tour
A party of Juni or School boys and masters, led by Tony
Hein, took part in a cricket tour in South Africa at Easter.
1n17 days away they played eight games of cricket against
school teams in Durban , Pielermaritzbur g, Johannesburg ,
and Pretori a. Between the matches they fitted in 14 other
visits ranging from the purely enjoyable to the educational
in the widest sense . These visits included the Shark Board
Headquarters near Durban, Sun City, a three-hour tour of
Soweto , and Gold Reef City, built around a former gold
mine. Th ey presented a cheque for £2400 to Nelson
Mandela's Childrens' Fund in Johannesb urg, raised from
the sale of programmes before the tour.
ln term s of experience of a diff erent society , and
prepara tion for their own domestic seaso n, the whole tour
was considered a tremendous success, full of events which
will long remain in the memory of all who went. A fu11
account of the tour is given in the 1997 issue of the Junior
School magazine 'Cabbages and Kings' .

New Ze aland Row ing Tour
Twent y-one boys took part in a rowing tour to New
Zealand durin g the Easte r holid ays, where they scored
notable victories in the world 's larges t rowing regatta.
They were amongst some 1600 competitors from New
Zealand, Australia , the United States, South Africa, and
the UK who were taking part in the fiftieth anniversary of
the Maadi Cup regatta, held on Lake Karapiro . The

KCS boys wer e the only repre se ntatives from the UK.
Following their succ esses at the Nat iona l Schools
Champion ships in Nottingh am last year, wh ere they came
top of the medals table, three KCS crews succeeded in
gaini ng New Zea land nationa l titles , bre aking co urs e
reco rds over 2000 metres. The under -19 squ ad won the
top eve nt in schoo ls rowing wor ldwide , as we ll as KCS
Rowing Club 's first interna tional champ ionship event, and
all the boy s bro ught back gold and silver medals.
As ma ny readers will know , the master in charge of

rowing at KCS is Tony Brook , a gold meda llist memb er
of t he Ne w Z ea land E ight which won the World
Championships in 1982. The par ents and supporter s of
the KCS Bo at Club raised over £23 ,000 to make the trip
poss ible .

Antigua and St Lucia Cricket Tour
KCS 1st X1 wi ll be taking part in a cricket tour of Ant igua
and St Luc ia during Jul y, simi lar to the one undertaken in
the summer of 1994. We hope to includ e an accoun t of
the tour in our next issue.

OLD KING'S CLUB NEWS
THE OLD KING'S CLUB
CENTENARY-OF-THE-MOVE
DINNER
Friday I Ith April 1997
One hundred and sixty OK 's attended this D inner in the
School's Din ing Ha ll , whic h mark ed not o nl y th e
centenary of the move from the Strand to Wimb ledon but
also the impending ret irement of Robi n Reeve as Head
Master. We have to apo logise to the doze n or so applicants
who applied ju st too lat e to be acco mmodat ed within our
maxim um numb er and hop e that they will be enco urage d
to apply a little earlier for the next OKC Din ner.
T he new ly-decora ted Dini ng Hall is now an excellent
venue for a forma l dinn er and on this occasion looked
particul arly attractive thanks to the efforts of both Ja net
Belcher and her staff and the floral display organised by
Jenny Brown and her team of helpers. Also on display
was the portrait of Robin Reeve , commi ss ioned by the
School and painted by Diccoa Sw an. In due course it
will be formally presented and will join the por traits of
previous Head Master s in the Great Ha ll.
The evening bega n (and subsequently ended) w ith
drink s in the Great Hall , then moved on to a first-class
mea l which was much appreciated by everyone prese nt.
As Chairman of the Dinn er, Sir Rob ertAndr ew introduced
Robin Reeve who, abandoning his notes, spo ke eloquently
and movingly abo ut his seven teen years as Head Master,
abo ut bis colleag ues and about his confidence for the
fut ure of KCS. Rep lying on be half of the Club , Cavan
Taylor praised Robin for his service s not only to the Sch oo l
but also the OKC and thanked him for bis ro le in
strength ening the link s between the two .
As a token of the Club 's esteem , Cavan presented
Robin with a photo graph of the portrai t, taken by the artist
himself (see illustration on back cove r).
It is diffi cult in a br ief report to capture the mood and
atmo sphere of the evening , but it see ms fair to say that
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Robin Re eve's affec tion for Kin g's, and the Club 's
affection for Rob in, were successfully communicated and
Len Barkey
appreciated by everyone prese nt.

BOOKS BY OKC MEMBERS
Amateurs can do it: the MTL story
by Ian Hutc heon
Th e Book Guild
In 1971 Ian Hutcheon (1941) with eight other engineers
set up Mea surement Technology, and his book charts its
deve lopment from little more than a co ttage indu stry to a
majo r company with business across the world . Th e boo k
is a story of the struggles involved in setting up a business,
and is desc ribed as " comb ini ng busin ess know-bow
acquired by experience with an interestin g story in which
personal ities are as imp ortant as the product s they are
making" . Sir John Har ve y-Jones MBE has warm ly
co mmended the book , say ing " No amount of advice from
for mer prac titioners ca n rep lace the actual expe rience of
peo ple who have pi cked themse lves up a nd starte d
abso lutely from scratch , with nothing but an ideal and
faith in themse lves and their co lleagues " .

PAVILION APPEAL

DAVID SHAW (1969) , who has been the Co nservative
MP for Dover since 1987, lost his seat to Labo ur. W hilst
an MP he held, amo ngst other app oint ments, that of
Sec retary of the Co nservati ve Ba ck-bench ers Financ e
Committee, and his views we re frequently sought by the
med ia. It is interes ting to note-that Dove r was once the
seat of John Ennals ' father Da vid Ennals, who wa s a
minis ter in the last Labour Gove rnm ent.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
From David Shinn (1950)
Dear Sir,

Alan Wells would like to thank all those members who
left in the 1920's, 1930' s, and 1940's who have respond ed
to his appeal for donation s to help repay the remaining
debt on the OK C Clubhou se at Motsp ur Park. Do nations
hav e been received from 86 members who left du ring the
1920's; 243 from the 1930 's and 298 from the 1940's.
He also thanks those members for the many interestin g
lette rs sent with their donatio ns - too numerous to answe r
individua ll y. A full list of contributors will be published
in the nex t issue of the News letter.
To date ove r £ 10,000 has been raised by this appea l.
The Appeal will remain open until the deb t to the School
is elim inated, and dona tions by direct gift and /or by
codicil/wi ll would be most appreciated.

OLD BOY HONOURED
OXFORD

JOHN ENNAL S (1968), who also stood as a Labo ur
candidate , failed in his bid to unse at the Co nservative
member for Ashfo rd, Kent. John obtained 17,544 votes
aga inst the successfu l Conservative candidate, who polled
22,899 votes .

AT

At a small ceremony at the Oxford University Rugby
Pavilion at Iffley Road a plaque wa s unveiled in memory
of Alan Breach Tayler, to co mm emora te the work he had
don e on behalf of the Univ ersity Ru gby Club, first as
Treasure r from 1970 to 1990 , then as President unt il his
death in 1995 . His ma in achievements were in putt ing
the rugby financ es on a firm footing , prov iding modern
training facilities , improving the stan ds and the ground ,
and bui ldin g up close links with Japanese Rugby.
Th e plaque is in tbeAl an Tayler room , wh ich is behind
the main room of the clubhous e, and is for me etings and
functions. It was unveiled in the prese nce of Alan 's widow ,
June , at a lunch eo n before the 1996 Stan ley's ma tch with
the Univer sity, on 30t h October 1996 . The luncheon was
pre s ided over by A lan 's successor as Treas ur er and
President , Mike Campbell-Lam erton, the former Briti sh
Lions Captain.

Gordon Robson

BAFTA AWARDS 1997

Cec il Venner

By a remarkab le co incidence o f ta lents, no fewe r than
three OK 's received BAFTA awards at th e a nn ua l
ceremony in April thi.s year. Th ese pres tigious awar ds
are given to those conside red to be the best in Br itish film
and telev ision. Alth ough the popula r press base their
repo rts on the leading acto rs and actresses we ll known to
the public, awards are also mad e to those behind the
sce nes, without whom the fi lm s a nd televis ion
prog ramm es would never be made .

In not ing Peter Ger ho ld 's comments abo ut Cec il Venner

PETER HORRO CKS (1977) is the Edi tor of the BBC
TV programme ' Newsnight', which gained the Bes t News
Coverage award for the programme 's coverage of the BSE
crisi s.
CHARLES MCDOUGALL (1977) was the dir ector of
the ITV docum entary on the Hill sborou gh tragedy.
ST UART URBAN (1976) was one of the directors of 'O ur
Frie nds in the North ' which wo n the award for the Best
Drama Serial.
Our co ngr atulations go to all three.

GENERAL ELECTION,

1997

Three OK 's were parliamentary candidates in the Genera l
elec tion of 1st May 1997.
ROGER CA SAL E (Juni or Schoo l, 1968- 72) became the
first Labour candidate to w in Wimb ledon since 1945,
when he obta ined a majori ty of 298 0 over the sitting
Conservative
m e mb er. T he swi ng to Labour in
Wimb ledo n was 17.94 %, we ll ove r the National average .
Roge r is the son of Eddy Cas ale (Hon), reti red Head of
the Mathematic s Department , and brother of Dav id (198 1)
an d Jonathan (1982).

(Newsletter 89) I wo uld like to add a few co mments of
my ow n.
Although his predecessor was indeed a hard act to
follow it was not just to a se lect few, in term s of mu sic
and litera ture that he paid his attenti on.
Being of on ly very ave rage ab ilit y there are tw o
incidents etched on my memory.
Th e first was a s impl e o ne. Havin g bee n g ive n a
distinction for some work , I took my book up to his study
to be stamped. He gave me enormous enco urageme nt
when stam pin g the book by say ing that it gave him more
pleas ure to gree t a newco mer than seei ng the usual gro up
of cleve rer boys.
The seco nd incident was of a totally different nature.
One mornin g in February 1942 - on my birt hday as it
happened - I had to tell him of my fat her's loss at sea,
having been torp edoed. He qui etly sat me down and aske d
me what I wou ld like to do . After a short discussi on it
was decid ed that I should attend Pra yers whe re nothing
was sa id, but there wer e some stran ge looks when the
hymn was unexp lainedly changed to "Those in peril on
the sea" .
Incid entall y, his suggestion that when there was no
ink we wrote in our b loo d was the probabl e cause of my
taking up surge ry!
Yours sincere !y
Dav id Shinn

Editor s note: We have receiv ed a numb er of other lett ers
indica ting the respec t and admiration in whic h Cec il
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Venner was held by his pupil s, and describing ac ts of
friend ship and kindne ss; this letter is includ ed as an
exam ple. Regr etfully, this co rrespond ence must now be
closed.

MR F W COSSTICK'S

HARVE ST CAMPS 1943-4 5
There have been many celebrations concerning the fiftieth
anniversary of world eve nts related to the Second World
War. In this article we recall memorie s of some OK 's
who attended harvest camps during the war.
More person al memories were kindled bec ause the
Summer Camps at Burpham in Sus sex occurred at a
formative time in the lives of.the King 's pupils who helped
to brin g in the harvest over severa l years. If memor y
serves correctly, they were held in fortnightly blocks over
six weeks ; we took our bicycles in the train, cycled from
Arundel to the camp , filled our palliases with straw and
organised ourselv es into groups distributed ir; large tents.
Mea ls were taken in the villag e hall , known for some
reason as the I D P, and we cycled off each day in groups
of perhaps three or four to numerous farm s.
That factual account says nothing of the atmosphere ,
already heightened by the Spitfires overhead. Canadian
soldiers were preparin g for the Normandy landing s and
we were fortunate to be sharing an active part in such a
dramatic period in history. The celebrations of the victory
over Japan in August 1945 were especially memorable .
They took place in and around the George and Dragon ,
and there are stories of the burning of an old boat on the
bonfire ; subsequent explanations were necessary as the
owner did not share our views about its age!
The masters most concerned were Cecil Venner and
Peter Beales in our memories. We think too that some
dedicated mothers came down to deal with the shopping ,
organising of ration cards and giving breakfast and supper
to some 35 hungry 13 - 17 year old schoolboys! Two
boys on a rota stayed behind each day to help with the
preparations and tidying.
Sandwich lunches were taken to some farms and the
mulberry tree at Locke 's farm holds memories of summer
break s and caution in where to sit! At Pitt 's farm a whole
fresh loaf, a jar of sandwich spread and a slab of Cheshire
cheese were provided with orange squash to drink by a
lady bringing a basket with a linen cloth as cover.

RETIREMENT

Fred Cosst ick (Hon Life) wrote to us to remind us of an
article in the schoolboy magazine ' Oracle' which appeared
in July 1978. "I am still a decrepit old wreck ," he write s,
"but still breathing ". The text of the article was as follows:

MEMORIES OF THE PAST
We have received two more personal remini scences of
the Wimbledon Century to add to those published in March
1997 in our supplement 'The Move to Wimbledon ', one
from fifty years ago, and one from twenty years ago , and
these now follow.

OLD KING'S CLUB

David Wreay, Brian Bra zier, a farm worker, and an Italian
prison er-of-war, summer 1945
The main part of our work was called "shocking "
which was the local word for "stooking " - proppin g six
or eight corn sheaves against each other having picked
them up from the ground . One job for the smaller boys
was to follow the man with a scythe going round the very
edge of the fields, making sheaves with the gleanings.
The corn was cut by horse-drawn binders , rattly ,
fascinating a nd often breaking down , either in the
mechanism or in the complex twin e equipment to tie up
each sheaf . Cursing and swearing are remembered as part
of each day!
After a variable drying period we pitchforked the
sheaves onto a wagon, and then a rick was made. Th e
skilful techniqu es involved showed no change from those
in Thoma s Hardy 's Wessex tales.
After work on Saturday morning s, plans were made
for cycle outings , either to Climping or Littl ehampton
(although the beache s were out-of-bounds with antiinvasion device s) or to Arundel with the Castle, boats lo
hire on the Arun , and cider at the Black Rabbit in the
summer evenings. Pontoon was the most popu lar card
game , played with matches , and we watched with wide
eyes as the soldiers played crap dice with ten shilling ,
pound , and even five pound notes!
Fifty years on, some of us visit Burpham each
summer; the surroundings remain largely unspoi lt and
the harvest camps seem fresh in our memories .
Rob ert Andrew, Noel Pepp erall, Jan Scott, Sydn ey Scott ,
John Wilton
Footnote : we wonder if any of those who helped with the
harvests have more accurate memories? Sydney Scott ,
29 Piercing Hill , Theydon Bois, Epping, Essex CM16 7JW
wou ld be pleas ed to receive any letters or the loan of any
photographs .

At the end of this term King 's will lose one of its
staunch est defender s of tradition . Mr F W Cosstick is
retiring from the Modern Language Departm ent, and with
him dep arts a booming voice that bas struck dread into
the hearts of many generations of boys. In spite of his
long-standing hostility to Oracle , he kindly agreed to grant
us an interview .
Oracle: What are you going to do when you leave?
F W C : I am, as you know, a decr epid old wreck after
teaching 23 years at King 's, and it is unlike ly that I shall
be able to do anything much.
Howev er my pension will only be enough to keep
me for about 4 months of the year, so it is my intention to
put my meagre know ledge of French and English to work
in Paris, where I hope to keep myself alive from October
until the end of May. I shall then return for 4 months golf
in England each year.
Oracl e: What changes to King 's have you seen during
your time here?
F W C : Far too many . I am, of co urse , a Liberal in
principle , but I have great sympathy for the Conservative
who said he was against change , even change for the better.
The outstanding visual change has been in the appearance
of the boys. When I came in 1956 every boy was smartly
turned out in uniform and had neat hair. Over lhe years
the boys have become scruffier and scruffier. To be
slightly optimistic, I think there has been just a little
improvement recently. I should like to see this continue,
and not bear boys taking refuge by quoting the examp le
set by certain masters and prefects. One should always
seek to imitate the best , and not the worst.
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placed for reaching Twickenh am and Lord 's and a number
of very good golf cour ses.
Oracle : Whal do you enjoy doing outside school?

F W C: I am by nature gregarious , and I enjoy the company
of friends either playing golf , bridge , snooker , darts, or
ju st drinking and talking. I love trave lling, espec ially in
France and Italy, where I can make myself understood
reasonab ly well. I love rugby, good music , opera (except
for Wagner), French food and wine, and beautiful and
intelligent women.
Oracle: What do you dislike?
F W C: Wagner, tripe , and carroway seeds .
Oracl e: What do you think of French teac hing at King 's?
F W C: My own - very poor. Yet I have enjoyed myself
overall, even if I haven ' t man aged to teach very much . I
am constantly disappointed by the general lack of
enthusi asm of the average English boy to learn the most
elegant, clear , and beautiful language in the wor ld, but
have never serious ly regretted my decision in 1955 to stop
trying to be a millionaire, and to devote myself to trying
to teach French , and, eventually Italian. Despite my
frequent appearance of frustrated rage at the inadeq uacies
of the boys I have had to dea l with , I can honestly say
that, by and large , I have enjoyed myself thoroughly at
King 's. I am very grateful to the majority of my colleagues
(and a small number of boys who have lived up to my
standards of excellence) for making these last 23 years
very agreeab le.
Oracle : How do you think the teaching of French at King 's
could be improved?
F W C: By my retirement.

Oracle: You call French the most elegant, clear, and
beautiful language in the world. Is this however sufficient
reason for teaching it - wou ld boys not be better off getting
an adequate grasp of Arabic or Japanese ?
F W C: Rubbish .

Oracle: What are the strengths and weaknesses of the
School ? Is it a good place to teach ?
F W C: The main strength of the Schoo l is the excellent
academic ability of most of the boys , by comparison with
the average state school, and the excellence of the teaching
staff, with one or two exce ptions, including myself, of
course. Its weakne ss is that of all day schoo ls - that is
that the seven hours or so spent at the school are not alway s
suffici ent to counteract the unde sirable influence s of
London suburb an life and family tensions, where they
exist.

It is, of course , a good place to teach, otherwi se I
should not have stayed so long. It is very conveniently

Oracl e: Could you tell us some stories of your legendary
exploits in the fleshpot s of Cairo?
F W C: No comment. (Anyway , it was in Alexandria ,
mainly .)
Oracl e: What do you consider yo ur most important
achievement at King 's?

F W C: Managing the golf club and the French exchange
- and teac hing the inestim able value of keeping a French
vocabulary notebook .

i
I
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REPORTS FROM
AFFILIATED ACTIVITIES
KING 'S COLL EGE SCHOOL
LODGE No. 4257
Th e KCS Lodge was consecrated in 1926. It was
form ed by a number of distinguished and enthusiastic Old
Boys, whose interests were not only in Free maso nery but
also in the welfare of the School at that tim e, its future,
and the promoting of char ity generally. It has continued
to prosper, and eve n met regu larly durin g the period of
the seco nd World War. To continu e the work of the Lodge
it is necessa ry to maintain its member ship , and if poss ible
to increase it so that its charitab le work may be exte nded.
Th e Sec retary wo uld be happ y to suppl y deta ils of
membership to any Old Boy, member of the Sch ool staff,
or parent who might care to consider membership . Th ere
are three meetings at the Masonic Hall Surbit on and one
at the School during the yea r.
It was with reg ret that in Dece mber last we learn t of
the death ofT G C Ward, ERO, MA, a former member of
the School teaching staff. He was Worship ful Master of
the Lodge in 1948 , and was made an honorary member in
1991.

During the Masonic year the Master, Tony O' Flaherty,
completed the steps for John Mathew s, and Geoffrey Cox
gave a Masonic lecture .
At the May meeting, which was held in the Grea t
Hall, Alan Irvin e was installed as Worshipful Master by
Ke ith Stur geo n, ass isted by Dere k Willi am so n of
Cholmeley Lodge, Nig el Evans, and Graham Ives of John
Carpenter Lodge. At this meet ing it was agreed that £60
be donated to the School for a prize. After the meeting,
members and their guests dined in the Dining Hall. As
usual, a splendid meal was served.
Michael Fra ngos has bee n welcomed as a j o ining
member. The Provin cial Grand Master has promoted Alan
Fisher to be Past Provincial Junior Grand Warden and
Bill LampriU has bee n app ointed a Pro vinc ial Gra nd
Stewa rd. Michael King and Rich ard Morris are currently
Senior and Junior Wardens, respectively, of the Lodge.
Th e Lodge is grateful to the Head Master for allowing
us the use o f the Grea t Hall on the occas ion of our
insta llation meetings. We wish him and Mrs Reeve a long
Evan Roberts
and happy retirement.

OLD BOYS HOCKEY
Bru ce Ga rrett , wh o has held to pos t of Hoc key
Secreta ry for the past ten years , has now been succeeded
by Richard Carter, whose contact address appears in the

list o f C lub Secre taries nea r the beg inn ing o f th is
Newsletter.
The Club has been asked to provide a tea m to play
Old Ree donians, at Ree d ' s Schoo l, Cobha m, on the
oc cas ion of the opening of their seco nd ast rotur f in
September. Plans are also in place to prov ide two learns
to play the School on Sports Day, Sund ay 21st Septemb er.

The results were as follows:
N Holiday
45 .3
R Murph y
45.2
D Walters
44.3 on count back M Hoo k 44.3
All enquiri es for the Rifle Club should be directed to
Richard Hudson, Hon Secretary, via the Old King's
Club.
Richard Hudson

OLD BOYS RIFLE CLUB

ROWING

The Club has been much concerned w ith Government
legislation ove r the past 12 months, which has culminated
in the passing of the Firea rms Amendment Act. Thi s Act
has at a stroke destroyed the long-held Brit ish traditi on of
target shoot ing with pisto ls. An even more worrying
dev elo pm e nt was the amendm ent whi ch g iv es th e
Government the power, by statutory instrument, to prohibit
Rifle and Shotgun shootin g should they see fit. The Act
will be contested in the Europe an Court s, and may we ll
be found to be illegal und er Europea n Law.

Anth ony Scoon (1996) took part in the World Jun ior
Rowing Championships held at Strathcl yde Park, Glasgow
last summ er, and beca me King 's first ever Junior World
Rowing med allist. Of the 14 Juni or events raced , the GB
eight (of which Anth ony was a member ) was the only GB
crew to win a medal. Th ey came third in their eve nt, and
we re aw arded bron ze medals. A nth ony is now at
Loughborough University reading Sports Science, and is
co ntinuing hi s rowi n g ca reer with t he powe rful
No ttingh amshire county.

Reg ul ar meet in gs have co ntinu ed to be he ld
throughout the year; reports on some of these meet ings
now follow.

KCS OLD BOYS RFC
Results 1996197

OK C Spo rts Day - 22nd Septe mber
Th e date was not idea l, comin g so close to the
Wappenshaw, but we held a should er to shoulder, rather
than a fully fledged competition , as the School does not
curr ently shoot during the Autumn or Spring terms.
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For Aga inst

1st XV

29

16

0

13

664 598

2ndXV

17

5

0

12

288 469

Wapp enschaw Pistol - 28th Septe mber

3rd XV (A team)

16

8

1

7

372 289

Thi s yea r the annu al pistol competition was bro ught
forward by one week to facilitate the use of a range with
turnin g targe ts. Th e Melville prov ed to be a wo rth-whil e
ran ge to hi re with sea tin g and a suit ab le numb er of
shooting bays. Seve n competitors turned out, whi ch was
lower than expected, but we had an eve nt on either side
of this weekend and a numb er of member s were sunnin g
themselves in exot ic loca tions.

4th XV (X Files)

8

6

0

2

229 184

Wapp enschaw - 5th Octob er
The traditional Annu al Shoot was held on Siberia
with nearly twenty competitors . A Cole won the Magpie
Cup, D Walters the Daddy Price Ruler, and P Murph y
took the Ladies Prize.

Winter Rose Bowl - 7th De cember
The annu al co mpetiti on was he ld prior to our
tradi tional Christmas lunch. Th e lunch was held at the
Bisley Pavilion , and appro ximately forty members and
guests sat down for the meal. Richard Murphy had worked
particularl y diligently to provid e venues and me nus for
both the Wappenschaw and the Christmas lunch - thank
you Richard.

t

t

Th anks large ly to the dili ge nce of our playe rs in
encouraging more players into the Club, we have at last
made the jump from a Club with two sides to one with
four, the fourth side taking the field regularly from the
beg inning of the year. Thi s is a significa nt leap forwa rd
bearing in mind a third team was fielded only three times
last year.
Although their final position in Surrey Leag ue 1, 10th
equal with two others out of 13, is disappointing, the 1st
XV 's seaso n ove rall can be vi ewe d with not a litt le
sat isfaction, a 37-16 win ove r Cranleigh, seco nd in our
leag ue, a 30-22 win over Old Reigatians (London Leag ue
2) and two magnifice nt victo ries in France at Easter ove r
strong opponents being high points. Th eir performa nces
we re always very creditable and nearly always exciting
to watch. Their style of fast open rugby on more than one
occas io n reac hed ' Barbari an s ' he ig hts, with pass ing
movements from one goal line to the other resulting in a
try.
Th e 2nd XV had a dis appointin g seaso n, as ever
unsett led by calls for replace ments by the 1st XV,
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particularly at the beg inning of the seaso n. We hope that
with our larger playing base the ir fortunes w ill improve
next seaso n.
Mini Rugby had its most successful seaso n. Both
Und er 9 and Unde r 8 sides won their age group s in
Festivals, the Under 8's winnin g four trophies from four
tourn aments. The Under 8's we re unb eaten in the Surr ey
A festiva l, but points difference denied them a place in
the final; howeve r they went on to win the Plate. An
Under 13 XV took the field for the first time and an Under
13 S eve n wa s e nt ere d in t he U ni versity Va nd als
Tournament.
Various events took place at the Clubho use duri ng
the year ranging through a lunch for Vice Presidents, a
Mini Rugby Quiz night (when £900 was raised for the
Easter Mini Rugb y Tour in May 1998) , a Childre ns
Christmas Party, a Gentlemans Evening, Players Award
night, severa l 40th birthday partie s, the CLOB Knock Out
Competition, and the Surrey B Mini Festiva l when over
3,000 people attended (see illustraions inside front cover).
Th e Clubhouse has been let for meetings of the Surr ey
RF U and the Me rton Soci ety of Soccer Refe rees,
Co rporation Rugby Events, Staff Soc ial Events, and
Childrens Holiday Activities. All in all a busy, rewarding,
No el Crockfo rd
and encouraging year.

KCS OLD BOYS' RFC EASTER TOUR
1997
Was it a success? Well, when the tota l poin ts scored in
two matches were in three digits and arrests were only in
one digit, it cannot have been who lly bad . But I should
jog back a litt le. John Hamilton retired as President of
the Club in 1996 hav ing complet ed ten outstanding years
in that office. Joh n had a huge and highly beneficial
influence on all aspects of the Club 's activities during this
period and, in part icular, was very heavily involved in
the establishment of the magn ificent Clubh ouse at our
ground in Art hur Road.
When I was invited to succee d John as President, I
knew that I wou ld not be able to emul ate his achievements
nor be as regularly on the touchlin e as he was , but I said
that I would try to do one or two other things. One of
these other things was to arrange an Easter tour.
I remembe r very well the severa l tours in which I
participa ted when I played regularly for the Club in the
1960's and 1970's and I have always regarded them as
instrumental in building a strong spirit with in the Club.
With an increas ing playing membership, with the Club
well settled at its new gro und and with Paddy Ralston
extremely active as Club Manage r, the time seemed ripe
for a tour.
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France appeared to be a desirable destination. It's
fun to go abroad; it's relatively inexpensive to get there;
the food and drink are likely to be good and, as a nation,
they enjoy their rugby and are rather good at it. Although
most rugby in France is played in the south-west,
Normandy would be a very convenient venue if suitable
opponents could be found.
During a holiday in France in December I made some
enquiries and concluded that Vernon were likely to be of
a similar strength to ourselves. I invited the President
and Treasurer of Vernon to dinner and, before the crevettes
grises au citron were half finished , they had invited us to
tour the following Easter. There wo uld be a match against
Vernon on Easter Saturday and against Les Andelys on
the following day. "Would beer after the games followed
by a dinner with wines be acceptab le to your team? " they
asked. I responded with an unequivocal "oui".
The next step was to arrange the hotel . I visited three
and settled on one. I said I would be bringing a party of
about 30 people (provenance unspecified) and was assured
that there were plenty of vacancies . I told them that I
would write in the next few day s to make a formal
booking. I did so, but made the fatal mistake of using
rugby club notepaper . I received an immediate faxed
response advising me that an unfortunat e mistake had been
made and that there were no vacancies .
After further research I identified a more broadminded hotel which I booked and which turned out to be
excellent and tolerant of the expected but well-controlled
high spirits .
Thirty-one members of the Club went on the tour
including John Hamilton and Noel Crockford both of
whom had, by coincide nce, played against Vernon during
the Club 's French tour in 1958.
Vernon has an attractive ground on the banks of the
Seine with a backdrop of the old abbey on a gently rising
hill in the centre of the town. With any excesses of the
night before forgotten, Kings played robust and fluent
rugby against a spirited Vernon side and won by 62 points
(including 9 tries) to 22 in a game which was enjoyable
for players and spectators alike.
The match on the following day also resulted in a
victory for Kings by 47 points to 19. The Les Andelys
team included severa l players from Bicester RFC who
were also touring in the region.
Cultural enric hment was not neglected. A coac h tour
was arranged on the Saturday morning along the Seine to
the ancient Chateau Gaillard above Les Andelys while
several members of the party visited Monet's house and
garden at nearby Giverny . Noel Crockford wa s so
impressed with the famous bridge over the lily pond at
Giverny that he is using it as a mode l for a planned bridge

to link the Club 's ground with the School 's playing fields
at West Barne s Lane.
Vernon have accepted our invitation for a reciprocal tour
to Wimbledon at Easter 1998.
Cavan Taylor

OLD BOYS NEWS
DAVID ALEXANDER (1965) ha s been appointed
Managing Director of North Surrey Water Ltd.
CLIVEASLET (1972), the Editor of Country Life is also
celebrating a centenary; the magazine which he edits
became 100 years old in January this year. In addition to
producing a splendid centenary issue, Clive figured
prominently in a television feature on the magazine .
JOHN BRADLEY (1952) has returned permanently to
the UK after six years in Nepal as Director of the oldest
Christian Mission in the country.
MICHEL CAVALLON (1979) has recently changed
emp loyers, and is now Vice President , Signet Bank , in
Baltimore, USA.
CHARLES CLARK (1958) is now Chief Secreta ry at the
Department of Education and Employment. He was
appointed CBE in 1994.
GEORGE FABER (1977) has left the BBC, where he was
Head of Single Drama , to join a film company. An article
in the London Evening Standard described him as
" ..(bringing) sing le drama back to life in fi lms like
Persuasion, Priest , and Cold Comfort Farm , and was
clearly channel controller material ".
JOHN GOLDWYN (1992) has obtained a first class
honours degree in Landscape Architecture at Leeds
University , and is now in Bangkok working in the studio
of an American Landscape Architect. He will then return
to Leeds to complete a fifth year graduate diploma course.
PHILIP HARRIS (1989) after leaving King 's, spent the
next six years in higher education, firstly at York (B Sc
Psychology) and later Exeter (M Sc Sports Psychology).
These courses were sandwiched around two years 'o ut '
in North America , East Africa , and the Indian subcontinent. "Having temporarily hung up my surf board
and ice-climbing crampons", he writes , " I have joined the
marketing game, now working as a research executive
for a city-based marketing and research consultancy".
THOMAS HAWKINS (1991) is now teaching Classics
at Eton .
Dr JONATHAN LEE (1986) has obtained a Ph D in
Theoretical Physics at Cambridge University , and is now
working for Ander sen Consu.lting.
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CHRISTOPHER LUSCOMBE (1982) , playing Dogberry
in the RSC Stratford production of Much Ado was asked
in the Sunday Times how he could afford to smoke a
cheroot on a village constab le 's stipend. The RSC
produc ers were reported to have excused this on-stage
smoking in costume as ' artistic licence ', but the reporter
thought that Shakespeare might have replied " Cullions! "
WILLIAM McKITTERICK (1968) has been appointed
Director of Scoia l Service for the City of Bristol.
REV ' D JULIAN MACRO (1961) has taken up
appointment as Minister of St. Andrew 's United Reform
Church , Reading , and as a member of the Chap laincy
Team of the University of Reading.
RYDER MEGGITT (1996) has spent a year with theArmy
before University, and has been awarded the highlycoveted ' green beret ', a quite remarkable achievement.
He has been sent to Brunei, and will be visiting severa l
others countries before his return in August.
ANDREW MORLEY (1980) has obtained his Fellowship
of the Royal College of Anaesthetists , and is now
researching and lecturing in the Chinese University , Hong
Kong .
DANIEL RAGLAN (1993) of Lady Margaret Hall ,
Oxford , won first prize in the Winter Williams Law Prizes,
1996.
CHRIS RITCHIE (1989) came on as a substitute for
London against South Africa 'A' in the rugby match at
Twickenham in November last year.
NICHOLAS SHRIMPTON (1965) came to mind recently.
Obituar y notices of Professor Kenneth Muir, the literary
scho lar and poet, who died recently at the age of 89,
mention that, when he retired in 1974 from the Chair of
Engl ish at Liverpool University, he was asked what he
would most like as a farewell present. He replied "A
production of The Tempest , with myself as Prospero ".
This was arranged, and the producer and director of this
unique performance was Dr Nicholas Shrimpton, who at
that time was a Lecturer in English at Liverpool. Dr
Shrimpton also contributed to the annual Shakespeare
Survey which Muir edited for fifteen years.
HUGO SMITH (1992) appeared on televi s ion's
"U niversity Challenge" in January . He was one of the 4strong team from Girton College Cambridge who played
St Andrew 's University . Hugo did very creditably ,
personally answering 5 's tarter ' questions correctly, but
his team scored only 170 points to St Andrew 's 215.
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MARRIAGES
MARTIN WHlTLEY (1974) married Janet Rowle s on
20th April 1996.

BIRTHS
To MICHAEL BARRIE (1985) and his wife Roopal, a
son Robert , born on 3rd December 1996.

DEATHS
LABBOTT (1938) 26 September 1996
AA BADEN-FULLER (Hon) 27 March 1997
CH J BAX (1931) May 1996
A J BURFORD (1932) 4 June 1997
A B CODLING (1929) 9 April 1996
J CORDER (1945) December 1996
AS CRAJG (1943) 24 December 1996
R W CROSS (1933) 4 April 1997
H C DAVIES (1947)
L Pde la PERRELLE (Staff, 1930-35)
PM DOWNES (1946) 21 April 1997
BJ DUDBRIDGE (1931) 6 September 1996
B V FINNIS (1926) 29 October 1994
P GERRARD (1921) 16 January 1997
AW GREY (1930) May 1994 Canon
J G HEATH (1926) 11 September 1996
S G LEETE (1937) 25 January 1997
MR LLOYD (1966) 29 April 1995
B MOORE (1924) 1996
FA PERCIVAL (1931) 1995
L V POWELL (1933) December 1996
H RYLAND (1922) 4 September 1995
G P J TOMKINSON (1940) 23 December 1996
H W CR VAN STUWE (1930) 29 December 1996
T G C WARD (Staff, 1933-47)
FAE E WILSON (1945) 19 August 1995

OBITUARIES
LESLIE ABBOTT (1938) who died in September 1996,
was a member of both Junior and Senior Schools, and
played in the Senior School 1st XI. His love of cricket
continued beyond schoo l, and he was proud of his
achievement of scoring 107 runs and taking 7 wicket s in
one match for his local club.
Leslie joined the Co lonia l Office on leaving school
until he was ca lled up for military service in May 1941,
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joining the RASC. He served in France and Belgium after
D-day, and later in the Gold Coast (Ghana) until he was
demobilised in 1946, having reached the rank of Staff
Company Sergeant Major.
On returning to Britain he rejoined the Colonial
Office, and later worked for the Post Office. He leaves a
widow, Christine, with whom he had recently celebrated
their golden wedding , two sons, and two granddaughters.
ALFRED BADEN-FULLER was a Governer of the
School and, as a senior officer of the court, was responsible
for giving legal advice to the Governing Body. He was
made an Honorary Life Member of the OKC in 1982 in
recognition of his great interest in the School.
ALEXANDER BURFORD (1932) died on 4th June,
1997, at the age of 83. He was at King 's in the late 1920 's
and early 1930's , in both Junior and Senior Schools . At
School he was Head ofWimbledon House , and a member
of both the 1st XV and 1st XI. He served in the Royal
Artillery in the Second World War, attaining the rank of
Major , and emigrated to South Africa in 1948. He
achieved prominence as an actuary, being President of
theActuarial Society ofSouthAfrica 1966-68, and holding
a number of other public positions . He attained the
po sitions of Gen era l Manager of the Southern Life
Association of South Africa , and later Managing Director
of Barclays Bank (Cape Provinc e). He is survived by his
widow, two children, three grandchildren, and one greatgrandchild.
JOHN CORDER (1945) was a House Prefect and Captain
of the Shooting Vlll. On leaving School he entered the
Royal Veterinary College, becoming MRCVS in 1950.
After practising in Devon for three years he entered the
State Veterinary Service, and remained with the service
throughout his working life, retiring in 1988 as Divisional
Veterinary Officer for Gloucester and Avon . He died
unexpectedly just before Christmas 1996.
ALAN STUART CRAIG (1943) died on Christmas eve,
1996. On leaving School he saw service in the Fleet Air
Arm (1943-45) in Burma and India . He then trained at
the Architectural Association School of Architecture,
gaining the AA Diploma (Honours) in 1951, and joined
James Cubitt and Partners, architects. Here he designed
and supervised schools, hospitals , a university and many
other large projects in West Africa, Malay sia, Libya , St
Helena, andAnguilla, as well as educational and industrial
project s in the UK. From 1980 to 1987 he was Consultant
for the World Health Organization , and advised on WHO
projects abroad , including a Medical College in
Abbotabad , Pakistan. He became a partner of James
Cubitt in 1967, and retired in 1990.
Alan had wide interests. He was active in local affairs
in Rickmansworth , where he had lived since 1959, and

was a member of the Rickmansworth Players for over 30
years , treading the boards in both plays and musicals as
well as designing and building sets and props .
A talented artist, he worked in crayons, and leaves many
meticulously executed examples of scenes from the
countries he visited both on business and on holidays. He
was a passionate gardener and leaves a delightful garden
as a memorial to his horticultural talents .
He is much missed by his widow, Hazel , his many
relatives , young and old, his estwhile colleagues, and his
host of friends at home and abroad. Alan was truly a man
for all seasons.
RAYMOND WESTOVER CROSS (1933) died on April
4th., 1997. In 1938, at the time of the Munich Crisis, Ray
in his spare time joined the Auxiliary Fire Service, and
regularly attended for training until called up for the army
in early 1940. When the London blitz started in September
of that year he was transferred from the army to the
National Fire Service as a fireman, staying there until
recalled to the army in September 1942. He was
commissioned, and spent much of his time in the army
with amphibious DUKW boats in Ceylon preparing for
the war with Japan.
Apart from war service, Ray worked throughout his
life as a banker , with the Canadian Imperi al Bank of
Commerce. Having risen to the position of Manager of
the Securities Department , he retired in 1975 and was able
to devote much of his time to gardening and the golf which
replaced his earlier sports of hockey and tennis. He was
an active member ofToc Hand the 35 Club, and a devoted
and hard-working
member of the Old Coulsdon
Congregational church, being both Registrar and Assistant
Treasurer there for some thirty years.
PETER M DOWNES (1946) attended both the Junior
and Senior Schools during the Second World War. He
won his athletics colours as a high-jumper and was an
NCO in the JTC . After service in the Army he followed
his father into a career in insurance , specialising in
overseas markets and the oil industry, which led to his
being made a Freeman of the City of London . He was
married , with two daughters. He had always enjoyed
holidays in Scotland and on retiring at 60 he began an
entirely new career, running a guesthouse in Pitlochry ,
where he made many new friends and became much
involved in the local community. He died on 21st April
after a courageous struggle against cancer. Knowing that
his illness was terminal, he accepted the position without
self-pity, but with a determination to make the best of the
time remaining to him.
Rob ert Andrew
Canon JOHN GORDON HEATH (1926) died on 11th
September 1996, just five days after his 88th birthday .
John Heath went to King 's College London, where he
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obtained an AKC. He was ordained in 1934 and served
as Curate at Bramley, in the Diocese of Guildford , until
he emigrated to South Africa in 1936. He became first
Curate , and then Priest Vicar of the Cathedral Church of
Grahamstown , where he served until 1940. During World
War ll he was Senior Chaplain to the South African Forces.
After the War he became Archdeacon of Cradock,
Grahamstown , and then Canon of Port Elizabeth . He was
very active in sporting circles, education, Rotary, cultural,
and humanitarian activities.
John is survived by a sister, his wife, two sons (Lionel,
a headmaster , and Michael , a doctor) four grandsons, and
two granddaughters.
His sister is still resident in
Wimbledon , but all other family members are in South
Africa.
Revd NORMAN MAY (1938) joined KCS in the term in
which H J Dixon became Head Master. He joined the
RAF in 1940 and served overseas for four years. He then
went to King 's College London to study theology, gaining
his AKC , and was ordained in 1950. After a series of
appointments as curate and vicar , he retired from the
ministry in 1988.
BEECHER MOORE (1924) was born at Rochester, New
York in 1908, shortly before his family came to England.
He attended King 's from 1922 to 1924, and spent two
years at Harvard before going into his father 's business,
which was concerned with systems for managing
accounts. He developed a passion for sailing, at which
he excelled, becoming one of the crew members on Sir
Thomas Sopwith 's Endeavour in the 1934America's Cup.
After a number of successes he was offered a place in the
British Olympic team of 1936, but declined as he did not
wish to change his American citizenship.
After the War, which he spent in Britain as an ARP
warden, he became the busine ss partner of the designer
Jack Holt, helping to create some of the most popular
dinghy classes in the world, including the Mirror, Hornet,
and Enterprise. In later Lifehe became increasingly active
in the organization of the sport, serving on the Council of
the Royal YachtingAssociation. His greatest contribution
to the sport was probably the invention of the trapeze,
which allows crews to stand out over the side of their
dinghies.
Dennis Peters (1931 ), President of the Thames Sailing
Club at Surbiton, writes that it was at theTSC that Beecher
Moore sailed the Rater "Vagabond" before the last war,
and it is interesting to note that "Vagabond" is still racing
at Thames after an extensive refit. Although his activities
spread far and wide , Beecher never lost touch with his
first-born sailing club , and was pleased to visit the TSC
whenever possible . In short , Beecher Moore was the
personification of sailing - whether on the river or on the
sea.
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Mrs NICHOLAS , the widow of W H Nichol as, died at
the beginning of June 1996, aged 101. W H Nicholas ,
who died some 25 years ago, will be remembered by many
older Old Boys. He joined the School staff in 1917 after
recovering from wounds sustained in World War l, and
remained for the rest of his working life. He was Hon
Secretary of the OKC from 1930 to 1946. Mrs Nicholas
was last at the School in December 1995 , when she
attended the Christmas concert. She leaves a daughter ,
Barbara; her son John Nicholas (who was at King 's 193039) died in December 1984.
Revd Dr VICTOR PARSONS (1946) died on 23rd
October, 1995 . Though born in London, he spent his early
life abroad because of his father's postings to various Naval
dockyards where he worked. Both his parents did lay
evangelical work overseas, which undoubtedly had its effect
on the second phase of Victor's life.
Victor is remembered by his contemporaries in the
medical sixth form as a studious person , with a quiet sense
of humour, and an infectious laugh. He was a good
companion in that small group, whether in the classroom ,
out hunting for orchids on Box Hill with Billy Barker, or
watching the sparks fly on the Wimshurst machine with
Mowton.
He gained a scholarship to Brasenose College,
Oxford, in 1946 , entering in 1947 reading medic al
sciences , in wh ich he obtained a First, and playing a very
occasional game of rugby. He then continued to King 's
College Hospital in 1950, qualifying in 1953 and obtaining
a House Physician 's post at King 's. He spent his two
years of National Service in the Royal Navy , and
maintained this naval link for many years. He rose to be
a Surgeon Commander in the RNVR , disappearing
sporadically to do research work for the Navy, but in its
silent tradition would admit only that the work concerned
body fluids. He never lost his love for the sea, sailing
regu larly with his family or groups of younger doctors or
nurses from Norfolk , and was a leader for the 'Ex plorers '
interdenominational Christian group in their sea voyages
around the British coast. He married Ann in 1958, the
same year as he obtained his Membership of the Royal
College of Physicians (he was elected a Fellow in 1972).
Victor worked from 1964 to 1965 in Boston ,
Massachusetts , before returning to King 's as a Senior
Lecturer , carrying out research on dialysis , resulting in
the creation of a new Renal Unit at Dulwich. His
interpretations of some of the renal failures of dialysis
treatments were not initially accepted, but by the mid
eighties agreed practice had swung behind his views. He
retired from clinical practice at the relative ly early age of
60, and increased his involvement with the Church ,
becoming ordained in 1992. He then became a curate at
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All Saints, Upper Norwood, where he had been confirmed
in his youth, and had served as a lay reader for over twenty
years.
His health care colleagues remember him as an
original thinker, slightly aloof and reserved, unpredictable
and independent, always liable to electrify a discussion
with a new slant, and who delighted to teach the young.
His parishoners recall a man of great faith, who was a
fount of practical help in times of trouble. With his wife
and family of four children who survive him he enjoyed
his hobbies of photography, good wine and cooking. He
continued to help the School for as long as he was actively
engaged at King's College Hospital, by giving talks to
the medical sixth form, and providing work shadowing at
the hospital.
Gordon Robson
LESLIE POWELL (1933) spent his last few years at
King's as a classicist in the select but diminishing band
under the tutelage of George Smart and Duggie Dalziel.
In 1933 he went on to King's College London to read
law, and, three years later attained his LL B degree.
During the Second World War he served in the
Lincolnshire Regiment and attained the rank of Major.
In 1947 he was admitted as a solicitor, and four years
later became Deputy Town Clerk of Lowestoft. From
there he went to Kingston upon Thames as Town Clerk
(later restyled Borough Secretary) in which post he earned
widespread respect. He retired in 1977 and died last year.
W hile still at school Leslie became a committed
Christian, and from that time on he devoted a great deal
of time and effort to the Church and other Christian work,
particularly to young people through the Crusaders, of
Peter Gerhold.
which he was a senior leader.
PETER TOMKINSON (1940) who died on 23rd
December 1996, wasAssistant Hon Secretary of the OKC
from 1983 to 1986, when ill-health forced him to resign
from the OKC Committee. He was a retired administration
manager from ICI when he joined the OKC Secretariat,
and during his time in the Club office he initiated studies
for the computerisation of the Club's records.
HENDRIK VAN STUWE (1930) died suddenly on the
29th December 1996. On leaving School, Hendrik entered
Christ's College Cambridge, stud}'ing architecture, and
gained hisARIBA in 1938. He began work as an architect,
but his office was closed at the start of the War. He held
a Dutch passport, and was consequently not accepted for
the British forces; his application for the Dutch army was
also turned down because he had been born in Britain.
He soon found

work, however, with the BBC, using his fluent knowledge
of languages. On the arrival of the Dutch government
in-exile in Britain he became director in the new Dutch
section of the BBC.
After the War he was given leave from the BBC to
go to Hilversum to develop the Dutch radio station, and
in 1946 was sent to Flushing Meadows to report the first
meetings of the United Nations. The UN subsequently
offered him a permanent post as Chief Producer, UN
Radio. He worked at the UN headquarters until 1962,
then in the Congo for two years as Chief of Information
with the UN operation in that country. He was then sent
to UNESCO in Paris as Director of Radio and Visual
Services, a post which he held until his retirement at the
age of 60.
In retirement he returned toWimbledon, to the house
in which he lived as a schoolboy, and continued his active
interests in music, theatre, opera, and tennis. Hendrik
maintained an active interest in King's, and was a good
friend of the School.
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PUBLICATIONS
The following publications are available from the Hon Secretary, OKC, at the School address. In
each case cheques should be made payable to 'King's College School' please.

A Great Day School in London is the title of Thomas Hinde's comprehensive history of King's
College School. It is copiously illustrated in black and white, and colour, in a 'coffee table' format,
and has hardback binding and a laminated colour jacket. If you have not already obtained a copy,
there are still a few remaining at the special clearance price of £14.00 plus £3.95 postage and packing
- a discount of one third off the pre-publication offer price.
KCS: The Great Hall and the Wimbledon Years is a history of the building, and subsequent
modifications, of the Great Hall, written by Frank Miles, the School Archivist as a tribute to Robin
Reeve and published on Commemoration Day 1997. 14 pages AS, plus cover; £1.50 post paid.
Chamber Choir Wimbledon Centenary CD. The School Chamber Choir has marked the centenary
of the move to Wimbledon by recording a CD. The recording, which was made in St. Giles,
Cripplegate, runs for 75 minutes. It includes Christmas Music ('Whence is that goodly fragrance?'
and 'The Three King's'); Tippett's Negro Spirituals; music which was included in the Service of
Thanksgiving in Westminster Abbey ('O thou the central orb' and Locus Iste') - a total of twenty
four tracks. A particular highlight is the rarely performed 'Say where is he born' by Mendelssohn
and the disc finishes with a stunning arrangement for brass and choir of Gabrieli's 'O magnum
mysterium', which was performed in Guildford Cathedral, during the Carol Service.
The cost of the CD is £10.50, post paid. Please allow 28 days for delivery.
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1970 - 1974 LEAVERS LOST ADDRESSES
The OKC off ice does not have current add resses for the following OKC members who left betwee n 1970 and
1974 and to whom we wou ld like to send invitations to the next Gaudy. If any reader knows the present address of any
of th; following, or has news of them, please write to the Hon.Secretary, OKC , at the School and let him know .

1970 LEAVERS
Dr J F J Bayliss
D M Bennett
JM S Black
PEG Boizo t
G Booki s
D N Brid ges
A D Brook s
J Q Brough ton
RR Brown
MR Cassels
A PC Clegg
EE Corrie
P N Danie ls
M C Fitzpatrick
DJ Fleure
I C Fuller
C G Glyn n
JA Gow
G G Gynn
R S Hicks
JAN Hin sley
J PR Mahon ey
JI Malpas
Dr NP Mayer
N W Mc Ausland
S G Mell or
NP Meye r
RN Montague
AC Mor rison
LA Pir ani
N JS Priest
A URah im
P Robin son
DR P Sewell
MD Shattock
R CT Slade
JC Slater
OM Smith
RD Vaughan
PM Wood
1971 LEAVERS
VW Annon
C G SAmold
R CAs bmore
G M Atki nso n
AR Bartiett
Lieut W D Beastall

1971 LEAVERScont
P J Boddington
C P Broc kb ank
C P Broughton
RH Budd
NP Chapman
R K Chri stie
M J Clark
J R S Cotto n
VW Armon
RM Dawoo d
P J Enunerso n
MA Fuller
F R Gerryts
TRGill
A J F Glennie
J G Harri son
TC Heaton
RA Hee r
R E Hyams
PR Kee l
NP Leary
DJ Lewis
A R Lo ng
NG Long
PH Lowndes
PW Lowndes
R J Lucas
PB Matthews
SA Moffa t
T J Palm er
S G G Peerless
ST Pollack
I L Robertso n
JS Rutl edg e
G Segal
S J Seg aller
P JO Sharman
A J Sheffiff
D T Shilston
J D Silverman
DA Smith
RE Steiner
PRC Storr
D M Sw eetnam
M C S Tucker
AC Wilson
N S Wonnan
W S Wors ley

1972 LEAVERS
N E Babbage
S P Bancroft
W D Charles
D G Chellew
R E Coa tes
TA Cockrean
S M Dietz
P Eldridg e
CF Forsberg
J D Gale
FR Grimshaw
P G Hann ington
D C Heath
AG Hunt er
l M Jacobse n
C J Jones
CKe nt
F SM Kneen
M Knight
CL Leig hton
CA Levine
MA Long
K JG Malpa s
A Melnic
PG Oldak er
AC Oldh am
J HG Phillip s
T A Rich ard s
PH Richards
BK Ripp on
J J Rope r
T F Ross
ME Rumsby
DASimp son
Dr GP Smith
PA Spake
J F J Taylor
PA Toch
A D Ullman
C J Umpleby
STWa ple
N J Waple
A Yiannopolos

1973 LEAVERS
P RAir ey
ABAsh
Lt Comr R As hdown
N CAskem
A D P Bancroft
MR Baxter
T J Clarke
MM Davies
Dr G M B Daw idek
J E Ebdon
R G Fleck
PA Had ley
J Halestra p
JM Hall
T M Henderso n
P J G Hut chings
P G H Hutchins
IM John
J D Knight
S Lampard
JA Lewis
MN Nut ley
S P Mahoney
D McGladdery
AW Palmer
A J Piercy
A P Shepherd
AG Sherwood
RN Sniith
RP Stockitt
C M Ventris
1974 LEAVERS
RN Biggs
AS Cobb ett
N JS Cope
R E Dalrymple
D GA Davies
S P Drew
P J Dunn
PM Ea ton
K R Fleniing
I R Galf
A M Golay
AM Harriso n
MG John
C E Jo nes
J RH King

1974 LEAVERScont
Z Kost ic
J J Lepin e
PR E C Otte y
R G Partridg e
J C Payne
A O G Peerle ss
RN Phipps
C E Radage
I M D Salisbury
C J Sanderson
H H Schenk
J B Silver
JWSim
D C Sinanan
K D Stressing
I K Stuchbury
M PS Sylvest er
DR Townse nd
F S Treves
TO Vaughan
CA Watson
M J Woloszczuk
TPYo ung

THE SCHOOL SHOP
The Lodge, Woodhayes Road, London SW19 4TT
Telephone 0181 255 5405
Commercial Director: Andrew Moore

Manageress : Mrs C Muggeridge

To make a purchase:
1. Write to the Manageress enclosing a cheque made payable to KCS ENTERPRISES

LIMITED .
2. TELEPHONE SALES - telephone the above number with your order.
Please have your credit card ready.

Current opening times:
Monday to Friday 1.15 pm to 5.00 pm
(late night Wednesday 12.00 - 7.30 pm July 1st - September 30th only)
Closed Christmas/Easter/Half term weeks and last week of July, first week August
For sale, in addition to a full range of School clothing supplied, are the following :
OKC WOOL SCARF . .................................................................... ....................... .... @ £13 .00
KCS LINKS ........................................................................ ................ ....................... @ £6 .95
OKC TIE BAR ........................................................................... ............................... @ £5.95
KCS TIE PIN ............................................................................................................. @ £5.95
OKC BLAZER BADGE ............................................................ ............................... @ £16.00
OKC STRIPED SILK TIE ....................................... ................................................. @ £15 .35
OKC CRESTED SILK TIE ....................................................................................... @ £18.00
OKC STRIPED POLYESTER TIE .................... ....................................................... @ £6 .65
OKC CRESTE D POLYESTER TIE .................................................. ....................... @ £6 .65
KCS GOLF CLUB TIE ................................................ ..................................... ........ @ £5.00
OKC GOLF UMBRELLA (Postage £1.00 extra) ..................................................... @ £17.00
KCS HAND PAINTED HERAL DIC SHIELD ......................................................... @ £36.95
OKC POLISHED BRASS BLAZER BUTTONS (small) ............................. each .. @ £3.00
OKC POLISHED BRASS BLAZE R BUTTONS (large) .............................. each .. @ £3.00
OKC BRIGHT GILT BLAZER BUTTONS (small) ................... ................... each .. @ £3.00
OKC BRIGHT GILT BLAZE R BUTTONS (large) .................................. ..... each .. @ £3.00
KCS WOOL MIXTURE JUMPERS (quote chest size) ...................... ...................... @ £20 .00
Prices correct at time of going to press
K.C.S. ENTERPRISES LIMITE D
Registered in England No . 1882088 Registered Office: King 's College School, Wimbledon ,
London SW19 4TT V.A.T. Number: 391 5689 10
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OKC CENTENARY-OF-THE-MOVE DINNER
llth.April 1997

OKC CENTENARY-OF-THE-MOVE
11th. April 1997

Peter Grant

DINNER

John Pomeroy and Roger Mathews

Three generations of the Jarvis family at the Dinner
Donald. (1928), John (1965), and Kit (1992) and Fergus (1995)

Tony Stokes and Rupert Smedley

Tony Hein

Roger Gauntlett

Sir Robert Andrew and Graeme Cranch

Len Barke y and Janet Belcher
Brian Rice and John Curry

James Butler

Presentation to Robin Reeve at the OKC Dinner

OldKinsfs Club

Wimbledon Centenary

The Move to Wimbledon
Supplement to OKC Newsletter
March 1997

FOREWORD
by the Head Master,
Robin Reeve.

South Hayes, from a photographbelievedto have been taken by F.Carrodus,the Senior Science Master,
shortlya~er the Schoolstarted inWimbledon.Thephotographwas first publishedin the SchoolMagazine
dated December 189 7. The single-storeyextensionto the le~ of the photographwas soon to be removed
to make way for the GreatHall.Another photographtaken at the same time appears on the back cover.

This booklet was published in March 1997 as a supplement to the Old King's
Club Newsletter, to commemorate the centenary of the move of King's College
School from the Strand to Wimbledon .
It was compiled by Bryan Stokes, Hon. Secretary of the Old King's Club, from
material written by Frank Miles, School Archivist; articles in the School magazines
1897-99; and contributions from a number of Old Boys of the School.
The booklet was designed and printed by CWD Press, 71 Sa London Road,
North Cheam, Surrey.

KCS begins its second century in Wimbledon with advantages
that would seem almost miraculous to the boys and masters of
1897 .

This centenary year has had the effect of making us all much
more aware of the Wimbledon
achievement
and major
contribution which the Wimbledon generations ofKCS boys have
made to almost every aspect of national life. I hope this fascinating
account, enriched by personal reminiscences, will further
enhance our view of the School in the twentieth century, adding
to the accounts in both the 19 7 9 official history and Thomas
Hinde's A GreatDaySchoolin London,published two years ago.

THE MOVE TO WIMBLEDON
History of the foundation of King's
The start of the 19th century saw a change in the established pattern of education .
Up to that time the education offered by the Grammar and Public Schools, and
Oxford and Cambridge Universities, consisted principally of instruction in Latin,
Greek, theology, and little else. Because of this limited curriculum, these schools,
apart from half a dozen great boarding schools and a similar number of day schools
in the cities, were attracting very few pupils, and appeared to be in terminal
decline. Other fee-paying schools offering a wider curriculum were available for
those who could afford them, but there was little or no provision for the education
of the children of the poorer classes.
An increasingly influential group of people began to argue the need for a
much more broadly-based curriculum to fit the needs of the times . In addition,
education began to be extended to a wider section of society, and new schools
were set up to teach a wider range of subjects including reading, writing, and
arithmetic.
The desired breadth of curriculum was brought to university level in 18 2 6,
when University College London was opened . In addition to a broadly-based
curriculum, the founders of University College were determined to avoid any
religious discrimination, unlike the Colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, which
were closely associated with the Church. It was decided that admission to University
College should be available "to persons of all religious denominations" and that
religious instruction" ...this great primary object of education ... (should be left) ... to
the direction and superintending of the natural guardians of the pupils ..." No
religious education was offered by the College itself, and so it rapidly gained the
name of'the Godless College' .
The lack of provision for religious education within University College led in
turn to a proposal by prominent members of the Church of England to found a
second college in London" dedicated to the purposes of the Established Church".
King George IV supported the proposal, and gave his approval for the new College
to be called King's College London.
The inaugural meeting of King's College was held on 21st June 1828. The
meeting was chaired by the Prime Minister (the Duke ofWellington), and he was
accompanied on the platform by no less than 3 archbishops, 7 bishops, and "the
principal nobility". The College was to offer religious education, but it was declared
at that meeting that "no question whatever as to religious opinions held by the
student will ever be asked" and this has remained the policy of the Foundation to
this day
2
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A site for the College next to Somerset House was granted by the Crown in 18 2 9,
and the building begun. The Royal Charter of Incorporation of the College was
sealed on 14th August 18 2 9.

The Early Years of the School
The Charter did not specifically mention the foundation of a School as a Junior
Department of the College, though it is implied by the inclusion of masters and a
headmaster in the list of staff The building however was constructed so as to
include a basement designed to hold a school of about 400 boys. The principal
function of the School was to provide students for the higher department, but it
was destined to rise to great importance in its own right as the century progressed .
The College opened in October 1831, and by the end of the first term there
were no fewer than 7 64 students, of whom 16 2 were members of the School. By
1836 the number in the School had risen to over 400.The School Fees at that time
were £ 15 15 s per year for pupils nominated by a proprietor, or £ 18 15 s for those
not so nominated .
Table showing the nurnbers of pupils attending KCS at the end of each of the
first ten years of its existence.

The earlysuccess ofthe Schoolis shown by the rapidrise in these numbers.

King's College School was immediately and strikingly successful, meeting as
it did a pressing need for a good day-school with a curriculum covering classics,
mathematics, modern languages, and natural sciences . Although many boys left
to go on to commercial careers in the City, an unusually high proportion were
destined to achieve prominent positions in the Church and the world.The College,
however, the main purpose of which was to prepare students for entry to Oxford
or Cambridge, was not so successful, and the foundation as a whole became
largely dependent on the prosperity of the School.

Binney, H ( 18 3 5). Bishop of Nova Scotia.
Burges, W ( 1843). Architect of cathedrals of Cork and Brisbane.
Designed the Law Courts in the Strand .
Cumberland, FW ( 183 5). Constructed the Ontario, Simcoe, and Huron Railway,
and designed the buildings of the University ofToronto.
Delane, G ( 183 5) . Major-General; Commandant of the Governor-General's
bodyguard, India 1862-74 .
Fellowes, THB ( 1840) . Rear-Admiral SirThomas; commanded the Naval Brigade,
Abyssinian War 1868.
Garvock, J ( 18 3 3) . General £ir John; commanded the Peshawar Division of the
Bengal Army, then Northern District, and finally Southern District of England .
Glass, RA ( 183 5). Sir Richard; adapted wire-rope covering to submarine cables,
and superintended the laying of the Atlantic cables of 1865 and 1866.
Goldsmid, FJ ( 1834) . Major-General Sir Frederic; was responsible for the first
transcontinental telegraph line to India.
Green,WHR (1836) . Sir William; Chief Commissioner in Sind, 1860-68 .
Habershon, SO ( 1841). Senior Physician, Guy's Hospital.
Hardinge,AE (1840). General Sir Arthur; Governor of Gibraltar, 1886-90 .
Hatchard, TG ( 183 3). Bishop of Mauritius .
Ince,W ( 1841) . Regius Professor of Divinity, Oxford University.
Merewether, WL ( 183 7). Sir William; Chief Commissioner in Sind, 18 6 7.
Morgan, W ( 183 7). Chie[Justice of Madras .
Pearce, S ( 18 3 6) . Artist famous for equestrian groups.
Pepper, JH ( 183 5) . Invented "Pepper's Ghost" .
Pollock, FR ( 183 5) . Sir Frederick; Commissioner at Peshawar 1866; in charge of
the Afgan Boundary Commission, 18 7 1-7 2 .
Rossetti, GCD ( 1841). The famous Pre-Raphaelite artist .
Titcomb, JH ( 18 34). Bishop of Rangoon .
Truscott, FW ( 183 7) . Sir Francis; Lord Mayor of London, 1879 .
The very wide range of subsequent careers taken up by Old Boys of KCS is
noteworthy, distinction being achieved in the Church, Architecture, Engineering,
Medicine, Colonial Administration, the Armed Forces, and the Arts.

Changes in Fortunes
Some distinguished Old Boys of KCS, who attended the School during the first
decade of its existence.

Ball, HJ ( 183 5). Chie[Justice of Hong Kong.
Beale, LS ( 1843). Emeritus Professor of Medicine, King's College London.
Berkley, JJ( 18 3 5). Railway engineer, apprenticed to George Stephenson.
Built th e original network of Indian Railways.
4

By the 1880s KCS was among the leading academic schools in the country with
over 600 pupils . But, by this time, a large number of boarding public schools had
been founded, together with an equally large number of preparatory schools to
provide them with pupils . Parents had come to accept boarding education as an
essential part of the character training of young Englishmen, and that training lay
on th e playing field as well as in the classro om .
5

Despite a belated attempt to provide playing fields for KCS pupils at distant
and unlovely surroundings in Wormwood Scrubs, there was little that could be
done in the confined surroundings of the Strand . By the time Stokoe becam e
Head Master, in 18 8 0, parents were beginning to remove their sons in order to
send them to boarding schools in the country. In 1831, when KCS began, neither
these schools nor the ease of railway travel existed and, moreover, parents at that
time who sought the kind of education provided by KCS lived in central London
close to the school.
Two other events in the 1880s added to Stokoe's problems. City of London
School, endowed financially in a way that KCS never enjoyed, moved to opulent
new premises on the nearby Embankment, and St Paul's , previously limited in
numbers to its founder's "miraculous draught of fishes" moved to Hammersmith
and increased its intake of boys four-fold.
At this critical moment a severe blow was suffered by the School in the death
of a pupil at the age of ten from injuries received from bullies at the School. This
occurred at a time when public indignation at stories of bullying at public schools
was at its height. The death of Charles Fisher Bourdas consequently became a
matter of Parliamentary debate, and it received widespread publicity in the press .
The effect on the School can be seen from the numbers of pupils; when Bourdas
died in 18 8 5 there were 5 5 0, and four years later there were only 2 5 0 .
Stokoe, understandably, was only too glad to escape to a substantial Crown
living in the Church in 1889, and to hand over to CW Bourne.

Charles William Bourne

be removed, and yet may be deprived of their power to injure you. Will you not
unite all your forces with one accord, and rouse yourselves under the auspices of
your new Head Master to be the restorers of old glories and the pioneers of a
greater prosperity than has been known since the School was founded?"
Admirable though this appeal to esprit de corps was, the real problems lay in
the "local difficulties" alluded to; the lack of playing fields and the lack of money .
A brief increase in numbers to 2 8 6 in 18 9 0 proved a false dawn and the figures
reverted to their steady decline, sinking to 22 5 in 18 9 3 .
It was in this year that Bourne, realising that the radical measures necessary to
save the School must be taken by him, started to search for a site outside London .
He was prompted by the stark fact that the entry of pupils in the youngest age
range had dried up completely, not a single one coming forward in 18 9 3 . Rugby
football had been abandoned because sides could not be raised, the cadet volunteer
force was in danger and the School Magazine was foundering. Bourne knew for
certain that the School was doomed in its Strand lo cation .

The Search for a Site
From the start Bourne had decided that the south western suburbs of London
offered the most favourable area for the School to move to. There were no rival
schools of comparable calibre, the rail services were adequate, and it was not too
far distant from the Strand where th e College Secretary would need to be consulted
almost every day.There were, of course, no telephones .
In 18 9 3 Bourne had seriously considered a site at West Hill, between Putney
and Wandsworth, comprising a large house and twelve acres ofland .The freehold
was available for£ 12, OOOand it was estimated that another £11,000 would have
to be spent to make the premises fit for a school. Even though both the College
Secretary and the Clerk of the Works examined the property no steps were taken :
the College finances were in a parlous state and Bourne rapidly came to realise
that some scheme for raising the money to finance a move would have to be
produced before he could begin to discuss with the College Council the purchase
of a suitable property.

At the start of Bourne's first term in the Strand in 1889 the number of pupils in
the School had diminished to 243 . He can have had few illusions about the
magnitude of the task of bringing the School back to its
former position. He made every effort to improve
facilities by moving most of the classes from basement
rooms to rooms on the ground floor, and by levelling
the playground and building fives courts on it in an
attempt to assuage what he later somewhat bitterly
referred to as "the present rage for athletics". In an attempt
to increase the standing of the School he had invited an
em inent Old Boy, William Ince , Regius Professor of
Divinity at Oxford, to preach at a School service in the .
College chapel, and the latter's sermon made no bones
about Bourne's task . "I do not disguise from myself that
you have local difficulties to contend against which cannot .

For some three years the matter lay in abeyance until, in 1896, a further
serious fall in numbers meant that the School, once the financial mainstay of the
whole foundation, was in danger of running at a loss . Bourne, realising that affairs
had reached crisis point, set out with immense energy, and with the help oflocal
estate agents, to find a site in Putney, Wandsworth or Wimbledon . At the same
time he had sounded Surrey County Council Education Department about their
attitude to the arrival of KCS in their administrative area. They were extremely
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encouraging and the two letters that Bourne received in reply hinted at the
possibility of Scholarships from Council funds, and even loans to help with the
expenses of moving. (In the event the College never received a penny from Surrey
County Council, and no pupils were sent to the School from the Council's primary
schools until 1905.)
After visiting a number of properties Bourne finally decided that South Hayes
was the only suitable permanent site that was available, and that at the purchase
price of£ 17 ,OOOit was a very cheap property Bourne succeeded in convincing
the College authorities and the offer to purchase the property was made, and
accepted by the owners, on 20th January 1897 . The final contract was signed on
9th March 1897, and the desks and fittings were transferred to Wimbledon in a
convoy of horse-drawn wagons on 14th April.

during his tenancy, in no way altered the hou se, but erected some additi onal
stabling for the accommodation of his son's well-known polo ponies ."
In "School Notes" the Magazine gave some additional details: "At Wimbledon,
in stead of having one whole holiday on Saturday, there will be two half holiday s
on Wedn esday and Saturday, wh en school will end at 12 .30 . On oth er days th e
sch oo l h ours will be from 9 .30 to 1, and from 2.30 to 4 ."

The Editorial of the School Magazine, in its April 18 9 7 issue, naturally enough
referred to the move . "At the end of this term we shall have to say good-bye to our
present premises in Somerset House, where the School has been since its foundation
in 1830 .
"We shall commence next term in the new premises at Wimbledon. Attached
to these are large grounds for football and cricket, so that our men will no longer
be able to give the excuse for not playing, that the ground is too far away, an
excuse, even in our present position, very poor, but after we get to Wimbledon,
one which will be altogether unjustifiable.
"Association, after a short life, is now dying a natural death, and Rugby is
again the school game during the winter months; may it long continue so."
Elsewhere in the same issue of the Magazine, the new location for the School
was described in the following terms: "There is a magnificent avenue of trees,
amongst which, and about the grounds, are some very unique and grand
specimens, imported probably from Wimbledon House, the gardens of which at
the time of the Marryatt's were considered the finest in the neighbourhood of
London. Upon a remarkably fine horse-chestnut is a tablet , upon which "left for
India 1 7 8 7", is the only part of the inscription decipherable .
"Mr Jameson Ellis came into possession in 18 63, and is responsible for th e
name "South Hayes" , which signifies south boundary He altered and considerably
added to the place in 1870 and again in 1880, having just previously to the latter
date purchased the freehold from Major Phillips .The rooms erected by him, which
are capacious and lofty. and such as can easily be adapted for school purposes,
include a full-sized billiard room, some six or eight reception rooms, 19 bedrooms,
and the usual offices, while the grounds, which extend to the Ridgway, cover an
area of seven acres. Upon the removal of Mr Ellis to Ridgway Place, he disposed of
the estate to Mr LW Longstaff, of Ridglands, and it was let to Mr W H Peat, who ,

Takenfrom the 189 I census,this extroet is of part of the entry for South Hayes. It shows that William
Peatoccupiedthe house,togetherwith his three sons and marrieddaughter.There were three visitorsat
the time of the census,and elevenservants. In addition,the gardener,his wife,two sons and a daughter
livedin the GardenersCottage,and the Groomand the Coachmanlivedin the Stables.
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How was the money raised?
The College did not have the money required to purchase and adapt buildings to
enable the School to move. Indeed , a quarter of the fees charged to the boys
attending the School was given to the College in aid of the administration expenses .
Bourne at first thought that an appeal to wellwishers would be sufficient to
finance the move . He believed that they would at once subscribe £20,000; that
the move would cost £30,000 ; and that £10,000 could be borrowed and redeemed
after 3 0 years . However, the College Council had set up a committee "to prepare
a scheme for the removal of the School to the neighbourhood of Wimbledon"
and this committee took a more realistic view. They suggested that the money be
raised by issuing commercial debentures, paying 4% interest per annum . After
much debat e, this method of raising money was decided upon. Solicitors wer e
instruct ed to draft a form of debentures and a prospectus for their offer to the
public on 22nd December 1896.
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£5000 each, and a number of other wealthy supporters of the School, members
of the College Council and City Companies. In later years many of the purchaser s
of debentures surrendered them, thus turning them into free contributions to the
School.

Creating a School at South Hayes
South Hayes was a large, untidy mansion consisting mainly of Victorian additions
to an 18th century original . It had the usual clutter of billiard room, conservatory,
outbuildings , stables, and garden sheds. The east wing became the Headmaster's
private residence, the conservatory became a temporary science laboratory , and
the remaining rooms were parcelled off to provide eleven classrooms , more than
enough to accommodate the 18 1 pupils who were at the School at the start of the
summer term 18 9 7. Although the pupils appreciated the semi-rural nature of
their surroundings, the tennis courts behind the house and the cricket field beyond
it (see photograph inside front cover), those who had passed some years within
the stately facade and dignified portico of the College building in the Strand
were somewhat taken aback to find themselves in a rather tatty Victorian mansion
and amidst a clutter of wooden and corrugated iron buildings.
When one considers, however, that Bourne had precisely forty days between
taking possession of South Hayes and opening the School there, it is extraordinary
that anything at all was ready.The parents, too, must have been surprised, towards
the end of the spring term, to receive this bolt from the blue : "I beg to announce
that the Council of King's College have just completed arrangements
for
transferring the School to Wimbledon, and have purchased a large property known
as South Hayes". It is hardly surprising that larger than usual withdrawals of
pupils occurred, and that few new entrants came forward.

below.

- ,;-+-

Partofa debentureform. The wordingreads:
King'sCollegeLondon
IssueofDebentures
for securingprincipalsums not exceedingin the aggregate£30,000 and
carryinginterestat the rate of4 per cent per annum
These debenturesare issued for the purpose of raisingfunds for removingKing'sCollegeSchoolfrom
Londonto the suburbs,and are chargedupon and payableexclusivelyout of the net receiptsof the New
School,and proceedsof any sale of the Schoolpremises,as mentionedbelow.

Only 15 0 pupils were left from the Strand contingent to move in at
Wimbledon, though this number was at once increased by the welcome arrival
of over 30 boys from a local proprietary school, St. George's College, doomed to
instant extinction by the sudden and unforeseen presence of KCS in the
neighbourhood.
Table showing the numbers of pupils attending KCS during each of five years
before, and five years after the move.

The debentures were rapidly taken up, some£ 18,600 being subscribed within
a month. The subscribers included the College Treasurer (W F D Smith, later
Viscount Hambledon) and Lord Glenesk, an Old Boy of the School, who subscribed

By 1904 the numbers had reached 300, Bourne'starget for ~nancialviability,but sadly they then fell
slightly
. Now,in the centenaryyear,there are 1174 boys in the School.
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Understandably Bourn e had had to hand over his teaching to a temporary
stand-in while he dealt with the mass of commonplace tasks that faced him. On e
has to bear in mind that Bourne had no secretary, that there was no telephone
connection with the College and that virtually every step that he took, down to
the expenditure of sums of money so trifling that the mind boggles at them, had
to be reported in writing to the Secretary in the Strand . Urgent matters were
dealt with by telegram.
The financial situation at this time can be put into perspective if one grasps
the fact that the total annual turnover of KCS in 18 9 7 would be comfortably
covered by the fees of one pupil in 19 9 7. Indeed, the School was hanging over
the edge of a financial precipice where it was to dangle, like the heroine in an
early serial film, for a number of years .This is illustrated by a letter from Bourne
to the Secretary saying that he was having one of the fireplaces at South Hayes
removed, and asking whether he should sell it as it might fetch £2; and by the
kinds of calculations that went into settling the arrangements for serving lunch
to such pupils and staff who required it.

the charact er training of young Englishmen . In February 18 9 7 Bourne had written
to the Secretary saying that it was" essential that we shall have the School gymnasium
ready for next term; it can b e mad e a very effective feature of School life." In
additi on, it would be the only space in which the whole School could be gathered,
and it would also serv e as the dining hall, a function it continued to serve until
192 9, wh en the centenary buildings were completed. This was a timber and
corrugated iron structure, 7 0 feet long, 3 0 feet wide, and 18 feet high , which
with all its fittings and the necessary foundation work cost less than £450 .

Bourne had recruited a Mrs Amos from the Strand to supervise the catering
and cleaning atWimbledon. Initially she was to provide 240 lunches a week at a
charge of one shilling each .That this meal was served with a pomp and ceremony
remote from today's cafeteria system is evident by the fact that Bourne engaged
what he called a "carving butler" at a salary of ten shillings a week.This grandiose
functionary probably never appeared on the scene, as the hiring of kitchen and
deaning staff was eventually put in the hands of Mrs Amos, who received fifteen
shillings a week, a penny farthing for each lunch she served, as well as the profits
of the tuckshop that she was authorised to run. Within a year the whole system
was changed, MrsAmos being granted a salary of £50 a year.The School employed
the kitchen and cleaning staff itself and took over the running of the tuckshop,
the profits from which helped to pay for two fives courts.

The interiorof the gymnasium,from a photographtaken shortly after its construction.
Thisphotograph
was first published in the SchoolMagazine dated FebruaryI 898.

The time and trouble involved in this one comparatively small affair show the
kind of burden thrown onto Bourne's shoulders . In addition he had to organise the
horse bus from the station that he had previously mentioned to the Council. The fare
was set at twopence for each journey. but this was altered to a termly charge of ten
shillings, since pupils had become adept at abandoning the bus just before the
termination of the journey when the fare was due to be collected! The railway company
was persuaded to lay on a stopping train from Richmond to Wimbledon in the
mornings in an attempt to widen the School's recruiting area for new pupils.

Another corrugated iron building, the science laboratory, was authorised by
the local council on the understanding that it would be replaced by the School
within two years, when a permanent brick structure would be built. In the event,
it was seventeen years before a new block of permanent laboratories was opened
in 1914 .Thomas Gamage, Clerk ofWorks to the College, one of whose tasks was
to value the Wimbledon buildings for insurance purposes, assessed the science
laboratory at £800, £388 for the corrugated iron structure, £212 for fittings,
and £200 for apparatus lent by the College.

The main structural additions and alterations to South Hayes had to be of the
cheapest kind, and of a sort that could be erected at very short notice. At this
period the "rage for athletics" included a belief that gymnastics were essential to

There was an obvious need for additional lavatories which were built at a
cost of £238 by a local contractor to designs by the College Clerk ofWorks .These
four WC:s, six urinals and four handbasins survived until the 1960s .
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It had originally been calculated that no more than £7 OOOabove the purchase
price would be needed to transform South Hayes into an efficient school complex,
but by the time Bourne contemplated the building of the Great Hall, the money
had to be raised by mortgaging the School property.
Among the multiplicity of small, but money-consuming items were cricket
and lawn tennis equipment, a bicycle shed (£5), a cricket pavilion (£8), a mowing
machine (£ 10), a water ballast roller (£6.1 Os), and an "Old Pony" to pull the last
two items . This involved an additional expense of fourteen shillings for "Pony
Boots". This "Old Pony" was all too clearly worn out since it expired within two
years, the carcass being sold by Bourne for ten shillings. One only hopes that its
last appearance at KCS was not in the Dining Hall!
In June, the Editor of the School Magazine wrote as follows: "The task of
writing an editorial cannot but prove a pleasant one under such circumstances as
the present, for the smoke of London has been changed for the sun ofWimbledon
and its surrounding country.
"We have now abundance of room to stretch our legs after School is over, on
a first rate cricket field, and we ought, in consequence, to have a very good cricket
eleven this season.

existing buildings, plans were drawn up by the distinguished architect Banister
Fletcher - Professor of Architecture at the College - and the impressive Great Hall
block was constructed. The School Magazine, in October 1898, in its editorial,
was to write "We are now experiencing the pleasure, promised us by the Head
Master just before our departure from the Strand, of watching the new buildings
that are gradually rising up around us on our own ground. The erection of the
Gymnasium and Laboratory is by this time ancient history; all the interest now
centres in the handsome building which was begun last term. It is already in a
considerably advanced stage, and though it will probably be some months before
it is finally finished, we hope that the lower part of it will be ready for use in a few
weeks ."
The Great Hall and classrooms were declared open on Thursday July 6th.
1899 by His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge. Further details of the
construction and opening of the building will no doubt appear elsewhere when
it reaches one hundred years of age. This present account of the events leading up
to the move to Wimbledon however can perhaps best be concluded by the following
extract from Bourne's speech at the Great Hall opening ceremony.

Immediately the School was under way in its new surroundings in Wimbledon it
became apparent that more accommodation would be needed, and Bourne set to
work to bring this about. Money was raised by obtaining a mortgage on the

"It is my duty to state briefly to you the circumstances which led to the
removal of this School from its original position in the heart of London to its
present situation. During the last twenty years or more special attention has been
directed to the necessity for securing that all boys at school should have the
opportunity of developing their bodies as well as their minds; before that time it
was only the great boarding schools that were able to provide such opportunities
for their pupils; but that which 25 years ago was a luxury is now regarded as a
necessity for all. The Council of King's College have for a long time recognised
this fact, and from time to time have considered with great care various schemes
for the removal of the School to a position in which it could enjoy the advantages
of playground training. In a matter of such magnitude as the removal of a school
of the highest rank, there were, of course, many difficulties to be overcome; but
at last, in January 1897, the Council were able to purchase the site on Which we
are today assembled, and by the end of April in the same year the premises were
adapted to the immediate needs of the School. I am happy to say that the immediate
result of the removal was a steady and most gratifying growth in the numbers of
the School - a growth which necessitated further accommodation. Consequently,
last June, the new block of buildings was begun; today your Royal Highness has
added to the many acts of kindness which you have conferred on King's College,
by consenting to be present at this formal opening of the new building. It will
give an idea of the size of this hall when I state that the number of persons now in
it is just upon one thousand. We are very justly proud of the fact that we are a
Royal Foundation, and we have now an additional reason for pride in the fact that
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"A "professional" has been secured, and under his supervision, and also under
that of many of the masters, who seem to take as muich interest in the game as
the boys themselves, practice at the nets is steadily going on.
"The Rifle Corps also seems to prosper by the change. Members are quickly
being enrolled and a deficiency in numbers, which has long existed, ought to be
very soon a thing of the past.
"We regret to see many boys have had to leave, finding it so inconvenient to
get to Wimbledon in time, but, while regretting their absence, we welcome all
new comers, who we hope, will do their best to help on all School Institutions
and games by coming forward and offering their services."
And again in July, the Editorial began:
"The present term has been one of great interest to everyone connected with
the School, as it is the first term of the School's life at Wimbledon. Everything
seems to have prospered by the change, and this was very noticable in the case of
the sports; the entries and times being far better than we have known for a long
time."

The Great Hall

this, our second Founding , as a School located in Wimbledon, is honoured by th e
presence of Royalty. It is just seventy years since the Charter was granted to King's
College, and I think that both College and School may look back with satisfaction
upon the work done during those seventy years, and upon the many distinguished
pupils who have received their training in the College or the School."

The Great Hall: photograph published in the SchoolMagazine in I 899. Note the octagonalletter box,
since moved a short distance to the west

Some distinguished Old Boys of KCS, who attended the School during the first
five years at Wimbledon
Bare, AR ( 19 0 2) . Lt. Col. Awarded MC and DSO for conspicuous acts of gallantry
in World War I.
Barrymore, JSB ( 1904). American stage and film actor.
Blacking,WHR (1904) . Leading church architect.
Blundell, EK ( 1905) . Dean, Archdeacon, and Rector of Grahamstown, Canon of
Johannesburg, South Africa.
Casswell, JD ( 1905) . Referee of the Supreme Court of Judicature, 1951-59 .
Governor of KCS.
Collings, HJ ( 1898) . Gifted professional conjurer; founder of the Magic Circle,
1905 .
Cotton, CG ( 1902) . Railway engineer; Senior Executive Engineer in Nigeria .
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Dale, CH ( 1899) . Colonial administrator, East African dependencies .
Everidge,} ( 1900) . Consulting Urological Surgeon; President, Urological section
of the Royal Society of Medicine .
Gauntlett, EG ( 190 2) . Surgeon, King's College Hospital . First World War Lt. Col.
RAMC; consulting surgeon to the Salonika Forces . CBE, DSO, and mentioned four
times in dispatches .
Hinkel, LH ( 1900) . Senior Lecturer in Organic Chemistry, University College
Swansea, 1920- 48.
Jones,WN (1903) . Professor of Botany, Bedford College , 1920-48 .
Kirkness, LH (1901) . Indian Railway s Administrator ; eventually Secretary, Railway
Board of India.
Leighton, EJB ( 1903) . Portrait and genre painter. Exhibited twenty-four pictures
at the Royal Academy.
Lipscomb, WPM (1905) . Playwright and film script writer. Wrote scripts for
films of Les Miserables, A Town Like Alice, and Dunkirk.
MacGregor, RM ( 190 0). Government Engineer in Punjab, and later Sudan .
Moore, H M-M ( 1906) . Sir Henry, Colonial administrator; Governor and C-in-C
Kenya, 1939- 44 and Ceylon, 1944-49.
Neatby, EM ( 1903) . Landscape, portrait, and genre artist; painted the
commemorative portrait of DR Smith (Head Master, KCS) and the posthumous
portrait of Sq Ldr Scarf, VC (OK) .
Negus, VE ( 1903). Sir Victor; ear, nose, and throat consultant, King's College
Hospital. Bequeathed an annual Biology prize to KCS.
Sayer, CE ( 1906) . Engineer; played a large part in the development of integrated
steel works in South Wales and in India.
Smith,BA (1903). Chartered accountant. Skippered his own boat at the Dunkirk
evacuation, for which he received the DSM. Governor of KCS.
Szlumper, GS ( 1900) . General Manager, Southern Railway; Governor of KCS.
Wicks, P ( 1900). Civil servant; Private Parliamentary Secretary to Lord Curzon.
The FirstWorldWar destroyed, or blighted, the lives of many promising young
men in this group of pupils. Furthermore, the steady stream of gifted boys who
went to the School in its Strand days had tended to dry up . Nevertheless this brief
selection shows that the great traditions of public service, and of academic, cultural,
and scientific achievement of KCS were by no means dead .
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Wimbledon I 00 years ago
The most well-developed of the various public transport systems in the 1890s
was undoubtedly the railway. The existence of good railway connections was an
important factor in Bourne 's choice ofWimbledon as a suitable area for the School.
It was also the case that many pupils who attended the School in the Strand came
from the south west but again , this was probably due to the railway. Waterloo
Station was just across the river Thames from the Strand site, and this afforded
ready access from south -west London .
The railway at Wimbledon in 1897 was almost as fully developed as it is today.
Wimbledon station was the terminus of the District Railway; and the lines of the
London and South Western Railway from Waterloo to Hampton Court, Epsom ,
Kingston, and Guildford were all in place. Public road transport was much less
useful as it was almost entirely horse drawn .
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Electric trams came to Wimbledon in 1907, when London United Tramways
laid a line from Kingston to Raynes Park and then alongWorple Road to Wimbledon
Hill Road. This line was later extended to Tooting to meet the tracks from the
Embankment. Motor buses followed later.
On leaving the station, some boys would have taken the School horse-bus,
but the majority would probably have walked . Keeping to the north-east side they
would have passed the coal yards next to the station and then a succession of
shops; butcher, fishmonger, draper, chemist. Amongst these one name still trades;
that of Halfhides, then a watchmaker . Looking across to Worple Road from the
Alexandra Hotel, Joseph Ely's drapery store was on its present site at the corner of
Worple Road, with Russell's, the photographer, occupying the opposite corner.
The Public Library further up the road was already opened in its present building,
and this was followed by a range of shops as far as Woodside .
Wimbledon High School for Girls was already well established in Mansel Road
when KCS came to Wimbledon. Further up Wimbledon Hill the left hand side was
occupied by half-a-dozen large houses standing in their own grounds, but no
building s were yet in position on the right hand side . If one continued along
Wimbledon High Street, buildings were to be seen on only the left hand side
until reaching Church Road. Shops and other buildings were then to be found on
both sides as far as South Side.
The buildings along South Side consisted entirely of large family houses
occupying large grounds looking out onto the Common, as can be seen from the
small section of the Ordinance Survey map of 18 9 8 reproduced here .

18

South Side,from the OrdinanceSurveymap of I 898 .
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"One of our disadvantages was the distance of the Schoo l from the playing fields,
which were at Wormwood Scrubbs, a depressing neighbourhood, with its prison .
To get to the Scrubbs we had to travel by the Underground Railway from the
Temple station .The trains were then powered by steam locomotives and there was
little ventilation.Yellow sulphurous smoke filled the tunnels and got into the back
of our throats.
"One day the Head gave us a shock at a prize-giving when he announced that
the School was to move to Wimbledon Common. In due course I was taken to see
the new School and I did not like what I saw. It was not much to look at - an
untidy Victorian house surrounded by some half-finished buildings. I did not like
leaving the old place with its traditions, in which I had begun to take an interest.
However, I thought the cricket field an improvement on the Scrubbs .
"The actual move went smoothly. We finished one term in the Strand and
started the new one on Wimbledon Common."
The photograph, from the archives of the Wimbledon Society,shows a horse bus in Wimbledon High
Street at some time· during the f,rst decade of this century.

The earliest Wimbledon days

SOME MEMORIES OF OLD BOYS

Major General GS Szlumper entered KCS in 1898, at the age of fourteen, and
stayed for two years. He lived in Putney. He was later to become General Manager
of the Southern Railway, and a Governor of the School. His recollections give a
vivid picture of School life in the earliest Wimbledon days.

The contrast between the two sites
James Everidge entered King's in 1895 at the age of fourteen, travelling up to the
Strand daily by train from Surbiton, and continued at the School for two terms
after the move . He wrote :
"Schoolboys take little notice of their surroundings or the beauties of nature.
Yet the view from Waterloo bridge of the North bank of the Thames, which takes
in the waterfront of Somerset House, with St Pauls and many other famous buildings
in the background, is one of the loveliest bits of London. I often saw it on a spring
morning against a clear blue sky.
"In the early morning the bridge was full of life .There was a procession of all
sorts and conditions of people . The internal combustion engine had not been
invented. London smelt different, more like a farmyard .There was no smog. Most
conspicuous at that time of day were the costers with the ir girls and their horse or
donkey drawn barrows loaded with fruit and vegetables from Covent Garden
market . Mixed with them were hansom cabs, growlers, brewer's drays, sparkling
broughams, omnibuses and every other type of Victorian vehicle. An occasional
horse-drawn water cart laid the dust in summer, but in winter there was much
mud.
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"Having arrived at Wimbledon station the two ways of reaching the School
were by foot or by the School bus, which was a rather shabby wagonette drawn
by two weary horses and driven by a rosy-cheeked coachman named 'Appy who
was optimistic enough to hope that each of his passengers would pay him twopence
for the journey, bu t I fear that the number of twopences was usually less than the
number of pasengers, as some left the bus (without paying) a hundred yards
short of its destination.
"There was only one entrance to the School, through the old building; this
entrance was guarded by the School porter, by name Coles, who was a good type
with a blind eye to some of the mischief indu lged in by the boys.
"The new building with the Great Hall had just been brought into use and I
remember being struck by the smooth wood-b lock floors in the class rooms as
compared with the floors in the older rooms - the soft wood had been worn away,
leaving a collection of the harder knots sticking up like bunions .
"The Cadet Corps was strong in numbers and was quite an efficient body
having regard to the age of its members .The uniform was the dark bottle-green of
the London Rifle Brigade, the tunic severe ly plain in p attern wi thout any butt ons,
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it being done up by hidden hooks and eyes and a strip of dark green braid being
run down each of the edges.
"The masters all left their impress on one ; The Head Master used to move
along the corridors at great speed in a rather crab-like attitude; he had a somewhat
nervous manner . E Brooksmith was somewhat of a traditional type with muttonchop whiskers through which he used to run his fingers when annoyed or pensive .
Carrodus the Chemistry master was a strict disciplinarian but nevertheless a pleasant
man who made his teaching so interesting that no one wished to do other than
listen and try to learn ."

King'sin the 1920s
AG Cranch was at King's from 1924 to 1929, and is a long-serving Governor of
the School. Here he recalls some aspects of his school-days during the 1920s.
H Lionel Rogers was appointed Head Master in 1910. He created the Junior
School under Bernard Wood-Hill in 1912, and incredibly increased numbers in
the School from ·204 on his arrival to over 400 by 1920 . Rogers and Wood-Hill
were old friends with a strong Victorian moral background. Rogers was formal ,
austere, precise in every movement. His march up Great Hall for Prayers was
famous for ever in his pupils' minds; a figure of fun always referred to as Bertie,
which betokened inner respect and admiration. Wood-Hill was his opposite in
every way. brisk with a pawky sense of humour, solicitous, especially for those
less fortunate in any way. strict for correctness of manner and speech .
Despite the general tightness of money after World War I, King's was a happy
and busy place . Boys were no angels. Ragging in class was the lot of weaker masters .
Not always devout at Prayers, they bellowed out rousing hymns like 'Onward
Christian Soldiers' unaware that it was written by an Old Boy Rogers imposed no
dress rules. At first a few old fashions remained : in the JS, knickerbocker suits and
Eton collars (splashed with ink by the boy behind in class) . In time most boys
settled for blazers or suits. All wore caps to and from School; prefects' caps were
velvet, which suffered in the rain . One custom remained in the Senior School, the
wearing of bowler hats on away matches by 1st and 2nd XV teams. Similarly for
cricket, straw boaters were worn with appropriate ribbons for colours won .
Increased numbers needed more facilities, especially classrooms.The 1920s became
the 'tin hut' decade. King's could not afford bricks and mortar so corrugated iron
ruled. Rogers always called them 'temporary buildings' but some lasted into the
1960s. Cold in winter, with one coke stove, the fuel would be replenished like
t~1e fires in South Hayes by the assistant porter, Ginger by name, hair, and
disposition . He delighted in making as much noise as possible, regardless of teaching
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preoccupation .The tin hut classrooms had wooden ceilings. In those pre-ballpoint
days boys would break off the tips of issue pen nibs and flick the pens off the
desk to stick (with luck) in the ceilings. A hilarious but infrequent ploy was to
drop secreted blank bullets from OTC manoeuvres into the stove!
Increased numbers also demanded more sports facilities. The field at West
Barnes Lane was bought, and King's jumped out of its skin to produce the 1924
May Fair to help to pay for it. Over 3 0 0 mothers and every boy in the School
manned stalls, served teas, acted, sang, gave gym displays. SybilThorndike topped
the bill. Lesser known was Miss MK (Margaret) Rutherford. It was inspirational
in the difficult times . Rogers called it the educational feature of the year . It was
just in time .The 1926 Crisis and General Strike were round the corner, and what
the School Magazine called' an epidemic of Fascism was now raging in the Middle
School' .
There were very few private cars and virtually no delivery of boys by parents,
and certainly no minibuses.The larger mowing machines were drawn by an elderly,
leather-booted horse. Many boys cycled to school, often on brightly-painted old
crocks. Prefects locked up the not-very-secure sheds from which my bike among
other ~ was stolen, though happily recovered later by the police .To transport noncyclists to West Barnes Lane an old London bus, with battle honours in the war in
France, solid tyred and engine weary. was driven by the groundsman . There was
no evidence that he had more than minimalist instruction, but he made many
sports day journeys, incredibly without accident.
On the sports fields, deficiencies within the School were forgotten. Almost
all Senior boys joined the OTC. Uniforms were ill-fitting, pre-war types with
puttees that would not stay neat .The weekly roll-calls were boring, and marching
drill was even worse, but it was made worthwhile by occasional manoeuvres and
action on th .e Common and in Richmond Park. Rugger was the main attraction
for all but the most reserved of boys. Many left at 16 or 17 in the scramble for
safe jobs in the uncertain times, affecting top teams and University places.
Nevertheless the rugger standard was surprisingly high and continued so in the
revived Old Boys Club under the inspired coaching of ScottishTrialist CL Donalson
and other masters. The cricket coach was Jack Hobbs' younger brother, seriously
gassed in the War, who created a first-class 'square' for his successors to nourish
after his untimely death .
And the Staff? As teachers, good, bad, and indifferent, but almost all were
real' characters'. The last of the pre-war staff was 'Daddy' Price, sharp, famous for
his punitive ruler, still an annual prize for Old Boy shooters, ardent supporter
and Hon . Sec. of the Old King's Club. His successor as Hon . Sec., WH Nicolas,
was always in a hurry, starting his class before reaching the open door; in contrast
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was Charlie Dann, neat of dress, solid, dependable, born leader on sportsfield
and in the OTC; Billy Barker, down-to-earth biologist and tutor of many future
scientists; the newly- appointed Duggie Dalziel, in time to become best known by
generations of Old Boys; and Sgt-Mjr Paddy Burke, cockney-Irish PT Instructor .
Of all the staff members, none was of greater mark than the Steward, Ibbert
by name, ex Army by nature. He ran the domestic staff for all household duties,
served in the Tuck Shop, attended the door at Prayers for the Head's solemn passage,
sang better than most boys and played double-bass in the School orchestra . Most
importantly, helped by the lab assistant Browning and the ever-present Ginger
Potter, he carved huge slices of roast beef at lunch in Great Hall. Among the
trimmings a roll. There hangs the most oft repeated story of its time. Lunch was a
noisy, unbuttoned affair for Middle Formers . Insides of rolls dipped in water were
projectiles too good to miss . One did. It went through the oil painting of aVictorian
Head Master. Bertie was furious and called for the culprit to report to him. An
unnamed boy did, and remained unnamed . More than one Old Boy has claimed
the honour . The mystery stands . Happy days!

King'sin the 1940s
Sir Robert Andrew is Chairman of the Governing Body and President of the Old
King's Club. He was in the Senior School from 1942 until 1947, before that
having been in the Junior School. Here he describes some aspects of school life
during, and shortly after, the Second World War.
Inevitably, the 1940s were dominated by the War. Some incidents still come
vividly to mind: arriving at School to find the Gym and the Junior School Assembly
Hall destroyed by a bomb; taking our School Certificate Physics examination in
the shelters (now the Hard Play Area) when a flying bomb landed on the cricket
field; combing the pitch for shrapnel before rugger games; and night-time fire
watching in the sixth form .
The younger masters gradually disappeared into the forces, but those who
remained provide an evocative roll-call . HJ Dixon, the um ...er...Beak, presided
over the School throughout the decade, with the avuncular Cecil Venner in the
Junior School. 'Duggie' Dalziel and 'George' Smart taught Latin in the Tin Huts;
Peter Beales and 'Rubber' Rhys modern languages; and on the Science side 'Billy'
Barker and 'Bulge' Deller. Rugger and cricket continued with restricted fixture
lists; but after-school activities were severely curtailed by the blackout and the
bombing. In spite of'Henry' Greenwood's efforts, music was very limited; but several
n::>tableplays were produced and as the 1945 General Election approached the Union
held some spirited political debates . The JTC flourished under 'Charlie' Dann;
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we learned to strip Bren guns, took War Certificate 'A' and engaged in night
operations on Wimbledon Common, which on one occasion nearly provoked a
friendly-fire incident with the anti-aircraft gunners stationed near the Windmill.
After the launching of the Second Front in 1944 the casualty lists began to
mount and to include the names of senior boys we had known. One day the Head
Master assembled us on the steps of the Great Hall to announce the posthumous
award of the Victoria Cross to Squadron Leader Scarfe. The end of the War in
Europe in May 1945 was greeted with relief, but, as I remember, the celebrations
were muted, partly because we were conscious of the continuing war against
Japan which might yet require our services, but which ended while we were at
Harvest Camp that summer.
Recovery came slowly after 1945, with continuing shortages and rationing,
and the bitterly cold winter of 1946/ 47 when the School froze and the crosscountry had to be cancelled . Gradually, bombed buildings and broken windows
were repaired, and air raid shelters replaced by tennis courts . Sporting fixtures
resumed and R K Ingram's XV was unbeaten in 1946/ 47. Life gradually returned
to normal and we concentrated again on Higher School Certificate and University
Scholarships. By comparison with the present, our school lives had been much
restricted by the War and its aftermath; but it was an exciting time to be at King's
and friendships formed in the 1940s have endured for over 5 0 years.

LANDMARKS INTHE DEVELOPMENT OFTHE SCHOOL
DURING ITS FIRST HUNDRED YEARS IN WIMBLEDON
1906 CW Bourne retired, taking up a Church post, and was succeeded by DR
Smith .
1910 DR Smith resigned, and was succeeded by HL Rogers and the start of the
recovery of the School's fortunes .
1911 Separation of the School from the College by the King's College London
(Transfer) Act of 1908, under which the School became autonomous, with its
own Governing Body. Heavily in debt, with no endowments and insufficient
income, an appeal was made to the Local and County Education Authorities .
1912 Grant aided status conferred . This afforded a degree of financial security
but the School ceased to control its financial destiny, as the Board of Education's
authority had to be sought before any activity could be undertaken. In return for
the grant, up to 10 per cent of new pupils each year were to be admitted from
elementary schools on merit, ensuring a regular supply of boys of above average
ability . An important feature of the new status was that the County Council was
more ready to consider borrowing facilities and the School was better placed to
secure Bank overdrafts.
25

1912 Opening of the Junior School under its first Headmaster, Bernard WoodHill, an event which, more than any other, guaranteed the eventual recovery of
the School.
1914 Opening of the new Science Laboratories by Sir JJThompson, the discoverer
of the electron, ( the centenary of which is also celebrated this year).
1914 Construction of the Pavilion, financed by subscription among the parents.
1924 Purchase of playing fields at West Barnes Lane, financed by a 3-day fete. A
pavilion for the ground was presented by an Old Boy, WA Surridge. two years
later.
1928 Completion of new gymnasium
1929 Opening of the Centenary block by the Archbishop of Canterbury, funded
by a loan from Surrey County Council.
193 O Purchase of Woodhayes, used for many years as the Head Master's house,
until its sale and demolition in 19 7 5. Part of the ori.ginal grounds ofWoodhayes
remains in School possession as Colman's Field .
1934 HL Rogers retired and was succeeded as Head Master by HJ Dixon.
193 6 Construction of the Swimming Bath
1944 Night of 18/ 19 February Junior School Assembly block destroyed and
gymnasium extensively damaged by German bombs; Glencairn roof damaged.
July 1944 German Vl 'Flying Bomb' fell in the cricket field, damaging Glencairn
and the South window of the Great Hall.
1945 KCS became an Independent School, 34 years after it had taken Voluntary
Aided Status. Some 25 places each year continued to be reserved for 'Surrey
Scholars' .
1946 Lease of the Priory, with option to purchase in three years, obtained ; War
Memorial Appeal launched, which subsequently enabled the Priory to be
purchased . Junior School transferred to the Priory.
1948Weycroft,Arterberry Road, purchased for use as a Boarding House, the lease
on Glencairn having expired .
19 50 Little Hall built, to replace the Junior School Assembly block destroyed by
bombing .
19 5 2 and 19 5 8 Extensions to the Science laboratories opened .
1960 HJ Dixon retired and was succeeded as Head Master by FH Shaw.
1967 Completion of the quadrangle linking the 1929 building with the Great
Hall , including the new Dining Hall and classrooms .This building was funded by
the Development Appeal started three years earlier.
197 0 Introduction of the tutor system .
197 4 The newly-acquired Lodge opened as a Boarding House.
19 7 5 FH Shaw retired and was succeeded as Head Master by CCBWightwick.
19 7 7 Start of the rebuilding of the Priory and building of new Music School, a
major project completed in 1981 .
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1980 CCBWightwick resigned and was succeeded as Head Master by RM Reeve.
19 84 Completion of the Sports Hall.
198 7The Lodge remodelled to provide accomodation for the Old King's Club, the
School Archive, the Dalziel Room, and a new Bursary and accounts department .
1988 Opening of Collyer Hall, a new theatre and Junior School assembly hall on
the site of the former gymnasium. Swimming pool covered to provide a yearround indoor facility.
1989 Opening of College Court, the Sixth Form building containing the Careers
Department, the Economics and Business Studies Department and the Computer
Department.All-weather hockey pitch laid at West Barnes Lane, providing also 12
tennis courts for summer use.
1990 Design Technology building opened, including Junior School Science
Laboratory.
1992 Rushmere House purchased to provide accommodation for boys in their
first year in the Junior School.
1993 Purchase of the Boat House on the tideway at Putney.
1993 Opening of the Old King's Club Pavilion on the Club Ground at Motspur
Park, next to the School playing fields at West Barnes Lane.
1994 Installation of the Organ in the Great Hall, in the new Gallery constructed
the previous year.
1995 Opening of the extension to the Sports Hall, including Squash Courts, a
fitness room, and relaid tennis courts.
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There are four books which deal with the history of King's, two concerned with
the College and two with the School. They are :
The Centenary History of King's College London, by F J C Hearnshaw, published
by George Harrap and Co. Ltd., London, 1929.
·
King's College London 1828-1978, by Gordon Huelin, published by University
of London King's College, London 19 7 8.
King's College School: the First 150 Years, by Frank Miles and Graeme Cranch ,
published at the School, 1979.
A Great Day School in London, by Thomas Hinde, published by James and James,
London 199 5.
The first three books are out of print, but the last one is obtainable from the
School.
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ARCHIVES
The School possesses an excellent Archive, containing documents and other
material going right back to the year of its foundation. These have enabled
the Archivist , Frank Miles, to compile a Register giving dates of attendance
and other details for every pupil, with brief biographical details wherever
possible.
In addition there is a considerable quantity of printed and other
memorabilia, including photographs, magazines, and other items.
No archive however can ever call itself complete, and fresh items come
to light from time to time. As an example, an Old Boy recently spotted a
bound volume of issues of a hitherto-unknown schoolboy magazine dating
from the Strand days in a house clearance sale in Sussex, and had the
presence of mind to secure the collection for the Archive, adding greatly
to our knowledge of the School at that time.
The Archive would be very pleased to receive items of interest including
memorabilia, reminiscences, and especially photographs. Please remember
the archive whe11 disposing of any historical material connected with the
School, so that we can preserve our heritage with even more complete
records .
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